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WorldSpace Files For Bankruptcy
Protection

WorldSpace, Inc., along with its U.S. sub-
sidiaries WorldSpace Systems Corporation and
AfriSpace, Inc., have filed voluntary petitions for
reorganization under Chapter 11 of the United
States Bankruptcy Code in the United States
Bankruptcy Court in Delaware. WorldSpace will
continue to operate its business and manage its
assets as a "debtor -in -possession" under the juris-
diction of the court and in accordance with the
applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code and
the orders of the court. The holders of the compa-
ny's existing senior secured and convertible notes
have agreed to provide, subject to the satisfaction
of certain conditions, a "debtor -in -possession"
financing facility of up to $13 million for a period
of 90 days to facilitate a sale transaction. The
financing is expected to enable thecompany to con-
tinue to pay salaries of critical employees and con-
tinue operations, which are critical to preserving
the value of its core assets through the term of the
facility. (Source: WorldSpace)

Russian Opposition Leaders Ask
U.S. Not To Cut Russian -Language
Broadcasts

Three leading figures of the Russian opposition
called on Washington to reverse its decision to
reduce Radio Liberty's Russian -language broad-
casts this year. They said that Russian citizens, at a
time when Moscow has established "practically
complete control" over domestic radio and televi-
sion, would lose a vital source of "objective infor-
mation." In a letter to the U.S. State Department, the
foreign affairs committees, and the Helsinki
Commission of the Congress, and presidential can-
didates John McCain and Barak Obama, the three-
Vladimir Bukovsky, Vladimir Kara-Murza and
Boris Nemtsov-said that reducing such broadcasts
from abroad would make their struggle for freedom
that much more difficult.

The Voice of America ended Russian -language
radio broadcasting last summer as part of a gener-
al cost-cutting effort and because the affiliates in
Russia on which its programming was broadcast
increasingly refused, under pressure from the
Russian government, to carry VOA programs.

Source: GeorgianDaily.com)

Archives: BBC Planned Reassuring
Message For Nuclear War

The BBC planned to transmit reassuring mes-
sages in the event of a nuclear war, telling people

to "stay calm," remain indoors, and conserve food
and water, newly released archives show. The
authoritative voice of the broadcaster's Wartime
Broadcasting Service would have transmitted a list
of advice every two hours in the event of a nuclear
attack by the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

"This country has been attacked with nuclear
weapons. Communications have been severely dis-
rupted, and the number of casualties and the extent
of the damage are not yet known," the message stat-
ed. "Remember, there is nothing to be gained by
trying to get away. By leaving your homes you
could be exposing yourselves to greater dan-
ger...Radioactive fall -out, which followed a
nuclear explosion, is many times more dangerous
if you are directly exposed to it in the open," it con-
tinued. "Stay tuned to this wavelength, stay calm
and stay in your own homes.

The transcript was part of files declassified by
the National Archives, which releases official doc-
uments after 30 years. The archive files included
recommendations that the BBC broadcast live
updates, to show that the BBC had not been "oblit-
erated," and discussions over who should read the
announcements to give them a more authoritative
tone. (Source: AFP)

Illegal Radio Stations
Mushrooming In Taiwan Despite
Clampdown

Taiwan's National Communication Commis-
sion (NCC) has recently stepped up its clampdown
on unlicensed radio stations around the country.
Chen Chuan-ping, director of the NCC Northern
Regional Regulatory Department, said that the
crackdown resulted in halving the number of ille-
gal radio stations in Taiwan to around 50.
According to NCC statistics, the government has
cracked down on 330 underground radio stations
over the past two years, but some have set up again
in other locations, so the number has remained at
around 100.

Under the Telecommunications Act, persons
found operating unlicensed radio stations that
cause interference may be subject to fines of up
to NT$600,000 (US$18,400) and imprisonment
of up to two years. Chen said that increased raids
on such stations are only part of efforts to root out
underground radio broadcasting, and that the
measures include assisting illegal operators to
become legal. In order to address this problem,
the NCC has decided to open a new bandwidth to
accommodate more than 40 private stations.
(Source: Taiwan News)
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