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Worldwide Audience For U.S. International
Broadcasting Tops 175 Million

U.S. international broadcasting now reaches over 175 mil-
lion people weekly, up from 155 million in 2007 and a 75 -per-
cent increase since 2001. Broadcasting Board of Governors
(BBG) Chairman James Glassman announced the new global
audience estimate in a May 15 speech delivered at the Heritage
Foundation. BBG broadcasters include the Voice of America
(VOA), Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), the
Middle East Broadcasting Networks (Alhurra TV and Radio
Sawa), Radio Free Asia (RFA), and the Office of Cuba
Broadcasting (Radio and TV Marti).

In his speech, Glassman referred to recent events in Burma
and Tibet, pointing out that VOA and RFA warned the Burmese
people of the potential severity of cyclone Nargis days before
official Burmese media, and both broadcasters provided break-
ing news coverage of pro -democracy protests in Tibet in March
and the subsequent Chinese crackdown.

The BBG global audience estimate is based on independent
surveys conducted worldwide in accordance with industry -stan-
dard research methods. Audience gains in Indonesia, Nigeria,
and Syria, in particular, helped drive the increase.

Canadian AM Transmitter Goes Silent
MS6

CKPT-AM 1420 kHz in Peterborough, Ontario, is the latest
Canadian AM station to sign off for good. The station became
99.3 Energy FM last August, and has been simulcasting on AM
since then. Last year Peterborough's remaining AM station,
980 CKRU, applied to also move to FM. Nearly a dozen other
applicants are seeking Peterborough's available FM frequency.
The Canadian Radio -television and Telecommunications
Commission is expected to choose an applicant soon.

Two U.S. Lawmakers Urge Conditions
On XM-Sirius Deal

The Federal Communications Commission should impose
conditions on Sirius Satellite Radio's proposed $3.95 billion
acquisition of rival XM Satellite Radio Holdings to protect con-
sumers, two senior Democratic lawmakers said in a letter to FCC
Chairman Kevin Martin.

Representatives John Dingell, chairman of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee, and Edward Markey, chairman of
the House Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the
Internet, urged the FCC to take steps to protect consumers in
connection with any decision to approve the merger. Dingell and
Markey called on the FCC to ensure the satellite radio compa-
nies adhere to pricing constraints they have already submitted
to the agency. "Second, the commission should require the
merged company to permit any device manufacturer to develop
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equipment that can deliver the company's satellite radio ser-
vice," they said in their letter.

Under U.S. law, the FCC determines whether a communica-
tions deal is in the overall public interest. Sirius Chief Executive
Mel Karmazin has promised that the combined company would
let customers buy channels individually as well as let them block
adult channels and get refunds for those blocked channels. Sirius
has also said all existing XM and Sirius satellite radios would
continue to work after the merger.

The XM-Sirius deal has been cleared by antitrust officials
at the U.S. Justice Department but still needs the approval of
the FCC.

Radio Nacional de Venezuela Plans To
Open Own Shortwave Station

The hiring commission of Venezuela's Ministry of
Communication and Information (Minci) and the commission
of Radio Nacional de Venezuela (RNV) met representatives of
companies bidding for work in the construction of the new short-
wave station for RNV, located in Calabozo, Guarico state.

Engineer Luis Alfredo Palacios, an adviser to RNV, said the
station will propagate programming of RNV throughout the
American continents and that the project's goal is to build a
shortwave station in Venezuela "so that in the near future...we
can begin to make international broadcasts from this centre:'

Palacios said that the project will consist of two phases. The
first is expected to be completed in the next 18 months and to
cover only the northern hemisphere; the second phase would
last an additional year and see RNV broadcasting throughout
Latin America. Guarico state is a strategic location for the instal-
lation of the antennas because it is in the heart of the country.

Alaskan DRM Experiment Proposed

Digital Aurora Radio Technologies of Delta Junction,
Alaska, has applied to the FCC for authorization to experiment
with statewide DRM in the 5, 7 and 9 MHz shortwave bands.
The FCC has assigned the callsign WE2XRH to this station, but
its license is pending. Delta Junction is approximately 130 miles
southeast of Fairbanks.

"The ultimate goal of this project is to provide a terrestrial
digital radio service to the citizens of Alaska," the company said.
"In general, the population of Alaska is underserved with respect
to the ability to have a high quality, reliable public radio audio
service. This is especially true for sparsely populated areas of
the state."

Digital Aurora would perform propagation, S/N, field
strength, bit rate and audio quality measurements over a two-
year period. The signals will be contained in a 10 kHz channel,
but the test may include a wider signal to investigate the impact
on broadcast quality and "expanded digital capabilities."
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