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Senator Urges FCC To Block XM-Sirius Deal

A senior Democratic senator has urged U.S. communications
regulators to block Sirius Satellite Radio's purchase of rival XM
Satellite Radio, saying the deal would lead to higher prices for
customers. North Dakota Senator Byron Dorgan, a high-rank-
ing member of the Senate Commerce Committee, wrote to the
chairman of the FCC saying the agency should not follow the
illogical decision of the Justice Department, which last month
granted the deal antitrust approval.

"This merger is contrary to the public interest. I hope that
the FCC will stand up for competition in the public interest
and deny this merger," Dorgan said in the letter to FCC
Chairman Kevin Martin.

Antitrust authorities at the Justice Department approved the
combination after concluding it would not harm consumers. The
department said satellite radio companies face stiff competition
from traditional AM/FM radio, high -definition radio, MP3 play-
ers, and audio delivered by mobile phones.

With the Justice Department's approval in hand, analysts
have said XM and Sirius are unlikely to face outright opposi-
tion from the FCC, although the agency could impose condi-
tions on the deal designed to protect consumers and preserve
competition. Under U.S. law, the FCC is tasked with looking
beyond competition issues and determining whether a commu-
nications deal is in the overall public interest.

XM, Sirius Not Talking Of Merger In Canada

Ironically, while XM and Sirius are on the brink of merging
in the United States, their Canadian counterparts are holding
firm as rivals, even if it's only for a bit longer.

The head of XM Canada's parent company, Canadian
Satellite Radio Holdings, Inc, told analysts that the U.S.
Department of Justice's recent approval of the merger there
brings the two American companies "one step closer" to con-
solidating. However, until final clearance from the FCC is grant-
ed in the United States, XM Canada is not changing its approach
to competing with Sirius Canada. When asked whether the two
have held talks on consolidating their operations, the company
said it's too early to comment.

FlyTunes Brings AccuRadio To iPhones

Fly Tunes Inc. announced a partnership with AccuRadio.com
that will bring all 320 -plus channels of AccuRadio to iPhones
and iPod Touch models. According to the announcement.
FlyTunes will offer an AccuRadio mobile radio portal that pro-
vides a mobile -friendly user interface, targeted ad delivery, and
enhanced QoS (Quality of Service) streaming.

AccuRadio, with nearly a half -million listeners per month,
is among the top Internet radio broadcasters in the world.
AccuRadio's channels cover a wide range of musical genres,
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including rock, pop, jazz, country, classical music, and
Broadway. The new service is available immediately. iPhone
and iPod Touch users can listen to all of AccuRadio's channels
by visiting www.accuradio.com.

Dutch Broadcast Transmitter Museum

A group of former employees of Nozema Seri IL es, which
was formerly responsible for the technical distribution of radio
signals in the Netherlands, has set up a website called the
Omroep Zender Museum (Broadcast Transmitter Museum) at
www.omroepzendermuseum.n1/ that publishes many photos of
broadcast facilities in the Netherlands since Nozema was set up
in 1935. The site also offers some audio, including the final
moments of RNW shortwave transmissions in English and
Dutch from Flevo. A search engine has just been added to the
site, though at the moment it is only in Dutch.

IRIN Launches Shortwave Broadcasts
In Somalia

The Integrated Regional information Networks (IRIN) has
launched direct broadcasts via shortwave radio of Somali news
and information at 9665 kHz, 31 meter band, daily from
1730-1745 GMT. According to the HFCC (High Frequency Co-
ordination Conference) registrations for A08, this transmission
is from Meyerton. South Africa (beam 020 degrees and power
100 kW).

WorldSpace Bids For L -Band
Spectrum In UK

UK regulator Ofcom has published the list of approved bid-
ders for the forthcoming L -Band spectrum (1452-1492 MHz).
One bidder is WorldSpace, the Maryland -based digital satellite
company. It has already bought the rights to the upper (12.5
MHz wide) block in Switzerland, Germany, and Italy, and is
confident it can grab it in the UK as well.

WorldSpace's confidence is based in part on the Maastricht
2002 Plan, which allocates that top block to satellite radio across
Europe. The UK, however, is not a signatory to that agreement,
so is not bound by it, though anyone operating in the top block
will not be protected (legally) from interference coming from
WorldSpace's broadcasts, which cover most of the continent.

WorldSpace Receives Approval For
German Terrestrial Repeater Network

In related news, WorldSpace Europe has recently received
approval from Germany's Federal Network Agency, the
Bundesnetzagentur, to use 12.5 MHz of spectrum in the L -band
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