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BBCWS Closes Remaining Shortwave
Transmissions To Europe

The BBC World Service (BBCWS) announced on its website
that the remaining BBCWS shortwave transmissions to Europe
would close as of February 18, 2008. The BBC said the change was
in line with listener trends in radio. Increasing numbers of people
around the world are choosing to listen to radio on a range of other
platforms, including FM, satellite, and on line, with fewer listen-
ing on shortwave. This is particularly the case in Europe, where the
majority of shortwave transmissions ceased in March 2007. The
current closures affect the remaining transmissions heard in south-
ern Europe. Frequencies for western Russia remain, however, and
listeners in southeastern Europe may be able to pick up frequen-
cies for the Middle East when atmospheric conditions permit. BBC
DRM digital shortwave transmissions to Europe will continue for
the time being.

Special Swiss Radio Station To
Operate For Euro 2008

A special radio station will operate in June aimed at uniting foot-
ball fans from all the countries participating in the Euro 2008 tour-
nament. Radio 11 will run only during the competition, offering a
diverse mix of music from the 16 nations and tips for supporters
on where to go and what to do while in Switzerland. The station's
"Rhythm of Football" motto hopes to set the tone among fans
attending the European championship, co -hosted by Switzerland
and Austria from June 7 to 29.

Radio 11 will be broadcast mainly in English, French, and
German, but also in other languages on match days. The music selec-
tion will also reflect whichever countries are playing on particular
days. The music content was be available online as of the middle of
February, but the radio frequencies beginning in June in the host
cities of Zurich, Bern, Basel, and Geneva are not yet decided.

Radio Sweden To End German Service

Radio Sweden has confirmed that its German service. v hich has
been on the air for 69 years, would close at the end of March. Within
international broadcasting, some languages, including German,
have had a breakthrough on the Web and through podcasting, but
the number of listeners, especially on shortwave, has dropped dra-
matically in recent years. This development figured in Swedish
Radio management's decision of to suspend German broadcasts on
shortwave and mediumwave. However, SR International will retain
German for a basic service of news on the Web and as a Monday
to Friday podcast.

Germany To Abandon Investment In DAB
eIMMI=NIMIP

Germany has decided not to invest more money in Digital Audio
Broadcasting (DAB). After 10 years, DAB has not gained suffi-
cient popularity in Germany, with just 200,000 DAB receivers sold
in a country with a population of 83 million. The Kommission zur
Ermittlung des Finanzbedarfs der Rundfunkanstalten (KEF), which
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decides financial policy regarding broadcasting in Germany, has
decided that any further investment in DAB would be wasted.

U.S. Allots $699 Million For
International Broadcasting
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The U.S. budget for fiscal year 2009 allots nearly $7 million for

international broadcasting into countries like North Korea. The bud-
get for the State Department requests $699 million for the
Broadcasting Board of Governors to "provide accurate and objec-
tive news and information about the United States." The broadcasts
will be made through television, radio, and the Internet "through-
out the Middle East and to people living under tyranny in North
Korea, Burma, Iran and Cuba," according to the budget summary.
The 2009 fiscal year begins on October I .

New SW Station For Venezuela's
Antena Internacional

A ne \\ shortwave transmitting station is under construction for
the International Service of Radio Nacional de Venezuela, Antena
Internacional. The new installation will include a 50 -kW transmit-
ter to be operated on the 60 -meter tropical band and five 100 -kW
shortwave transmitters to be operated with several antenna arrays.
Located in the State of Guarico, the antenna systems will include
several high gain curtain arrays and also quadrant type omnidirec-
tional antennas for short- and medium -range coverage. The new
transmitters are of the pulse step modulation type and are very effi-
cient. The Radio Nacional de Venezuela engineering department is
in charge of the project and the first transmitter may be on the air
soon. The new facility will be one of the most modern installations
in the Americas, and its antenna systems were designed with cov-
erage of the Americas as the prime target area, but it may be heard
around the world when propagation conditions are good.

Decision Extends HCJB's
Shortwave Broadcasts

HCJB Global Voice in Ecuador has been granted an extension
to continue using its shortwave radio antennas that are scheduled
for dismantling and removal from the mission's international trans-
mission site near Pifo, a town 18 miles east of Quito. The exten-
sion postpones, for at least six months, removals that the station
agreed to two years earlier with the Quito Airport Corporation
(CORPAQ) to make way for a new international airport. Once the
new facility is completed, some of the shortwave station's antenna
towers could obstruct the approach of landing planes.

The mission agreed that 30 towers would be removed by
December 2007. The first phase of dismantling, begun in early 2006,
saw 18 towers lowered. HCJB Global's engineering staff was poised
to remove 12 more towers in the second phase, but was informed
that CORPAQ granted the mission's request for continued use of
those 12 towers, along with 18 others that will not impede approach-
ing aircraft. This means HCJB can continue with test transmissions
of digital shortwave signals to Europe and other countries while
opening the way to digital shortwave broadcasting to Brazil.
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