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Did A Radio Operator Nearly Ignite A War
Between The U.S. And Iran?

According to numerous published sources, including the
U.S. Navy Times, a local radio operator-perhaps a prankster
known as the "Filipino Monkey"-may have nearly triggered
a shoot-out between the United States and Iran on January 6 in
the Strait of Hormuz at the entrance to the Persian Gulf.

The U.S. military complained that its warships had been
harassed by Iranian vessels at least three times since December
in the Strait of Hormuz, the only way into the Gulf by sea. An
audio -video tape released by the U.S. military showed that in
the latest incident, on January 6, five Iranian speedboats dodged
around and between a heavily armed cruiser, a destroyer, and
a frigate for about half an hour as they steamed together through
the Strait into the Gulf. One of the American warships trained
a machine gun on an Iranian boat that came within 200 meters
of the U.S. vessel. But the Iranians turned away before the com-
mander gave the order to fire.

At the height of tense confrontation, a male voice speaking
in heavily accented English on an open frequency was heard to
say: "I am coming to you. You will explode after ... minutes."
Initially, the Pentagon attributed this voice to one of the Iranians
on the five speedboats. Now it says the source of the threaten-
ing commentary cannot be pinpointed.

The U.S. Navy Times suggested that the radio transmission
may have come from a local heckler known as the "Filipino
Monkey" who might have listened in on ship -to -ship traffic and
then intervened. U.S. military personnel have reported many
similar threatening or insulting radio transmissions in the past,
but say they don't know whether they come from Iran or some-
where else in the Gulf.

According to the U.S. Navy Times, Rick Hoffman, a retired
Navy captain who spent many years at sea in the Gulf, had plen-
ty of experience with the infamous radio operator. "For 25 years
there's been this mythical guy out there who, hour after hour,
shouts obscenities and threats. He could be tied up pierside
somewhere or he could be on the bridge of a merchant ship,"
Hoffman was quoted as saying in the Times piece. "He used to
go all night long. The guy is crazy. But who knows how many
Filipino Monkeys there are? Could it have been a spurious trans-
mission? Absolutely."

Iran has played down the incident, accusing Washington of
deliberately stoking tensions while President George Bush was
in the Middle East trying to rally a regional Arab coalition
against Iran. Teheran says the boats were merely trying to iden-
tify the U.S. vessels. But the U.S. Navy has been keenly aware
of the danger of speed boat attacks since al-Qaeda operatives
packed a small boat with high explosives and rammed the
destroyer USS Cole while it was docked in Yemen in October
2000, killing 17 U.S. sailors, wounding 40 and causing around
$250 million in damage to one of the navy's most sophisticat-
ed warships.
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Radio Pakistan External Service Drops Eight
Languages, Retains Seven

Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) has decided to
retain and reinforce its external service broadcasts in Hindi,
Gujrati, Bangla, Pushto, Dafi, Persian and Chinese languages.
The PBC says that contents of the programs of these services
will be improved in line with its international broadcast part-
ners with more emphasis on news, current affairs and enter-
tainment. There will also be a readjustment of its broadcast
transmitters and the services will be relayed through powerful
transmitters to improve the broadcast signals.

The decision to revamp the external services of Radio
Pakistan was made last year. The Radio Pakistan External
Service schedule webpage indicates that PBC will drop English,
Turkish, Turkmen, Arabic, Tamil, Sinhali, Nepali, and Russian.
The staff that will become surplus due to the revamping is to be
absorbed in other services of Radio Pakistan.

Delphi and WorldSpace Announce
Development Agreements For European

Satellite Radio Receivers

Delphi Corp and WorldSpace Satellite Radio have
announced that the two companies have an agreement in which
Delphi will design the first WorldSpace satellite radio mobile
receiver for the European aftermarket based on a WorldSpace-
developed reference design. In addition, the two companies
announced that WorldSpace has selected Delphi to be a lead
designer for its European OEM receiver and reception system
applications that will also be based on WorldSpace's reference
designs. Delphi made the announcement at the 2008 Inter-
national Consumer Electronics Show.

Designed by Delphi for European aftermarket applications,
the WorldSpace aftermarket receiver will receive the signal
from the WorldSpace satellite, which covers the European con-
tinent. The satellite digital radio (SDR) standard that was
approved by the technical committee of the European
Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) in November
2006 is the core of the technology that WorldSpace is imple-
menting in its satellite radio communication networks in
Europe. It combines terrestrial repeaters and satellites and per-
mits the most efficient use of the spectrum allocated for satel-
lite radio (12.5 MHz from 1479.5 to 1492).

The aftermarket receiver is expected to be launched in par-
allel with the start of WorldSpace's mobile service beginning in
Italy in 2009. According to the company, WorldSpace expects
to begin broadcasting 40 to 50 channels of commercial -free
music, news, talk, entertainment and sports programming 24
hours a day, using the most advanced digital audio technology
currently available (MPEG-4 accPLUS v.2).
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