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News, Trends, And Short Takes
France Adopts Two Digital Radio Formats

French Minister of Culture Mrs. Christine A lbanel signed a
decree to confirm the adoption of Digital Radio Mondiale
(DRM) and Terrestrial Digital Multimedia Broadcasting (T-
DMB) in band III and in the L -band as the digital radio stan-
dards in France. With the adoption of both technologies, France
is one of the pioneer countries in the transition to digital radio.

The adoption of DRM in France is the result of long-term
experiments and discussions with, or under the scrutiny of, reg-
ulatory and governmental bodies that paved the way for the deci-
sion announced by the Minister of Culture and Communication.
Both T-DMB and the DRM standard were named as driving
technologies and are expected to boost the commercial launch
of digital radio in France, scheduled for next year.

Early in 2008, the Conseil Superieur de l'Audiovisuel (CSA)
will invite tenders for radio stations and program editors to
broadcast digital radio. The first digital radio programs are
expected to be on air in France in the last quarter of 2008.

Radio Netherlands Worldwide To
Participate In New European Radio Station

Radio Netherlands Worldwide and broadcasters in 12 other
European Union countries will launch a new European radio
station soon. The station, scheduled to start in April, will broad-
cast daily on existing frequencies of the participating broad-
casters, and will produce programs reflecting the European point
of view. Programs will also be available on a special website,
which will go online in June. The station will initially broad-
cast in English, German, French, and Polish as the main lan-
guages, with translations into five other languages. Dutch will
be introduced as a main language in 2009.

The European Radio Project (ERP) has been granted a sub-
sidy of 5.8 million euros a year from the European Commission,
but the EC will have no say in the programming.

RSF Denounces Sri Lankan Attack
On LTTE Radio

Sri Lanka's military air strike on the rebel Voice of Tigers
radio station that killed 11 people violated international law,
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said. Sri Lankan warplanes
dropped 12 bombs and virtually flattened the radio station in
the north of the island, killing 11 and injuring 15, just moments
before it was due to broadcast rebel leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran's annual address. Voice of Tigers is operated by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

LTTE spokesman Rasiah Ilantheriyan stated that the rebels
managed to broadcast the pre-recorded speech to northern Sri
Lanka and to Tamils overseas, who are a key funding source,
using alternative arrangements.

Sri Lankan Government officials declined to comment on the
RSF statement. International media rights activists have
described Sri Lanka as one of the most dangerous places in the
world for journalists to work due to a worsening climate of vio-
lence and censorship.
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International Awards For
Radio New Zealand

Radio New Zealand International has won the prestigious
International Radio Station of the Year Award at the Association
for International Broadcasting (AIB) Media Excellence Awards
in London. The AIB represents more than 25,000 public and com-
mercial radio and television professionals worldwide and the
annual awards recognize the very best in international broadcast-
ing. Highly commended runners-up for overall Station of the Year
were the BBC World Service and the Middle East Broadcasting
Networks -Radio Sawa. Radio New Zealand International also
won the Most Innovative Partnership category, ahead of Radio
Australia, Radio Canada, and Zonemedia Romantica.

Radio New Zealand International is a division of Radio New
Zealand, broadcasting news and information on shortwave to
audiences in the South Pacific. Its signal is heard by listeners in
Japan, North America, the Middle East and Europe, giving New
Zealand a wide international presence.

ITU Accepts ABU Spectrum Proposals For
2011 Conference

The International Telecommunication Union's 2007 WRC
Conference has accepted two important broadcasting issues pro-
posed by the Asia -Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) concern-
ing international frequency spectrum management and placed
these on the agenda of the next conference in 2011.

One pertains to global/regional harmonization of spectrum
for wireless links employed for broadcasting ancillary services,
including electronic news gathering, electronic field production,
outside TV and radio productions and the use of wireless micro-
phones in outside productions.

The second concerns organized usage of the frequency spec-
trum in the 21-GHz band for deploying broadcasting satellites
in the satellite orbit, an important issue since satellites working
on these frequencies are expected to deliver HDTV and super
HDTV services direct to homes, as well as digital cinema prod-
ucts directly to cinemas.

World's First Hybrid DAB+ And Internet
Radio Launched

Frontier Silicon has teamed up with British manufacturer
REVO to deliver the world's first radio to combine DAB/DAB+
and Wi-Fi. Dubbed Blik Radio Station, and containing Frontier
Silicon's Venice 6 multistandard module, it's also the first dig-
ital radio on the market to provide plug -and -play reception of
both DAB and DAB+ broadcasts.

Over 6 million DAB units have shipped worldwide, largely
to the UK, which has accounted for around 80 percent of these
shipments. However, with the availability of DAB+, many other
countries are looking to roll out DAB+ digital radio services,
including Australia (which officially launches in Jan 2009),
Canada, Italy, Switzerland, Czech Republic, Malta, Israel,
Hungary, Kuwait, Malaysia, and New Zealand.
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