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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Radio Broadcasts To Ethiopia Jammed

Shortwave radio hobbyists have reported deliberate interfer-
ence to the Amharic -language transmissions of Germany's
international broadcaster, Deutsche Welle (DW), beamed to
Ethiopia. Jamming was noted in DW's signal on 11645 kHz on
November 14 and 15, and to DW's Amharic broadcast on 15640
kHz on November 15. In a separate report, the Ethiopian Review
website reported on November 13 that VOA broadcasts to
Ethiopia had been jammed since November 12 with the help of
the Chinese government, which provided technicians and pow-
erful radio jamming equipment.

WRC In Geneva Calls Radio Marti's
Airborne Broadcasts Illegal

The World Radiocommunication Conference 2007 (WRC-
07) called U.S. transmissions against Cuba illegal, angering U.S.
representatives at the forum. After three weeks of negotiations,
the conference of technical experts from several countries reject-
ed this practice.

"Radio transmissions from an aircraft only toward the terri-
tory of another government, and without its consent, contra-
venes radio communication regulations," the conference decid-
ed. Diplomats interviewed by the news agency Prensa Latina
said "this is a firm rejection of measures implemented by the
Bush government in the last years."

The plenary meeting also indicated that Washington has not
stopped the prejudicial interference of Cuban broadcast ser-
vices, despite several requests by the Radiocommunications
Office. Regarding that, it urged the United States to adopt the
necessary measures to resolve this and asked the International
Telecommunications Union to inform on related progress in
coming meetings.

After the remarks, the U.S. delegation decided to withdraw
from the agreement and, clearly challenging the meeting, said
the transmission policy toward Cuba will be maintained.

New Broadcasting Items On
WRC-07 Agenda

Two new agenda items related to the broadcasting services
were also addressed at WRC-07 in Geneva. The items pertained
to identifying common frequency spectrum for ENG (electron-
ic news gathering), EFP (electronic field production), and wire-
less microphones used for linking outdoor coverage, and to the
use of frequencies by super HDTV satellite broadcasting in the
higher frequency band of 21 GHz.

If successful, the satellites will be able to deliver super HDTV
direct into the homes and to digital cinemas. The proposal is to
include these two items in the agenda of the next conference,
WRC-1 I.

Both items were initially raised by the Asia -Pacific
Broadcasting Union (ABU). Aiming at a decision by the 2003
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conference, ABU proposals were made to the ITU as early as
2001 and also to the Asia -Pacific Telecommunity (APT)
around that time. Both these issues surfaced again during
the preparation for WRC-07 and with the efforts made by the
ABU and the APT, were included in the preparatory report for
this conference.

As WRC-07 progressed in the first two weeks, these two
issues gained more support, mainly from the Arab countries and
also from some countries in Africa. At the same time, consid-
erable opposition was expressed by the European countries and
those in North America.

Dutch Commercial Broadcasters Decide
Not To Proceed With FMeXtra

The major commercial radio stations in the Netherlands have
decided to end their experimental transmissions in the FMeXtra
format that started this summer.

Martin Banga, Chairman of the Association of Commercial
Radio Stations said, "We've experimented with FMeXtra to see
whether it can be the digital successor to analogue FM distrib-
ution. It has become apparent that it cannot offer such a migra-
tion path in the foreseeable future." The broadcasters, therefore,
decided to end the experiment.

Despite this decision, Broadcast Partners, which is selling an
FMeXtra receiver in the Netherlands, recently started testing the
system on four local radio stations. The Dutch public broad-
casters indicated some time ago that they did not intend to take
part in the FMeXtra experiment.

World's First DRM+ Broadcast
Launches In Germany

The first DRM+ field trial was launched on November 20,
in Hanover. The DRM+ broadcasting trial is carried out by the
DRM Associate Member German State Media Authority of
Lower Saxony (NLM) and the DRM Associate Member Leibniz
University of Hanover, which designed and built the first DRM+
transmitter. The results of the DRM+ broadcast measurements
will provide a basis for the new DRM+ system standardization,
which is planned in 2008.

The DRM+ trial in Hanover is in line with the field trials
scheduled in Germany on HD Radio and DRM+. Both systems
allow digital radio transmission in the FM band. With reference
to the final report from the DRM Associate Member University
of Applied Sciences Kaiserslautern and the German State Media
Authority of Rhineland-Palatinate (LMK) about the interfer-
ence potential of DRM+ and HD Radio, the German Federal
Network Agency has settled licenses for forthcoming field tri-
als at an assigned time.
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