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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Broadcasters May Lose Battle To Expand

4-10 MHz Allocation

On October 22, 190 nations gathered in Geneva for the qua-
drennial World Radiocommunication Conference, which allo-
cates global radio frequency spectrum. Richard Russell, the U.S.
ambassador to the conference, described it as the Spectrum
Olympics.

In the run up to the Conference, Russell said that it was
already looking as if shortwave broadcasters would lose the bat-
tle with military users over spectrum used for high -frequency
communications in the 4 to 10 MHz bands. The broadcasters
want to use this band to replace their analog broadcasts DRM
services. But the U.S. Navy wants to use the HF bands-under-
utilized since the demise of Morse code-to support the broad-
cast of data over new IP-based services at far less cost than send-
ing data by satellite.

Russell said that except for the European Union, countries
were heading into the WRC aligned with the U.S. position to not
allow an expansion of shortwave broadcasting in the HF band.

Digital Radio Coming To
Mobile Phones In Australia

Australian commercial radio broadcasters have unveiled a
digital radio -enabled mobile phone that allows users to view,
navigate, and store visual content broadcast by radio stations.
The phone features the "Visual DAB/DAB+" application that
can receive digital radio broadcasts, along with images such as
track details, news headlines, weather images, and competitions.

Digital radio broadcasters could use the technology for a
range of interactive services, such as competitions, music
charts, shopping, voting, and user -generated content, as well as
for revenue opportunities through special offers and electron-
ic coupons.

The Australian government has set an official start date of
January 1, 2009, for digital radio in Australia, which will allow
radio stations to broadcast multiple channels, along with images
and data, The Sydney Morning Herald reported.

Czech Government Extends RFE/RL's
Contract Of Lease

The Czech government has extended the contract with Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) on the lease of its seat on
Wenceslas Square in Prague center to the end of March 2009,
Finance Minister Miroslav Kalousek recently told reporters.
The original contract was to expire this year. In the meantime,
a new RFE/RL seat is being built in Prague Hagibor by the Orco
Property Group. It is to be completed by the end of 2008.

RFE/RL previously estimated the construction and reloca-
tion costs at about 14 million dollars. RFE/RL will have a 15-

year contract of lease on the new building, which will be over
23,000 square meters, with the possibility to extend it by anoth-
er 10 years. The building will meet the strict security criteria.

by D. Prabakaran

RFE/RL began considering relocation from Prague center
after the terrorist attacks on New York and Washington on
September 11, 2001. The headquarters moved to Prague from
Munich, Germany, in 1995.

XM Shareholders To Vote
November 13 On Sirius Deal

Shareholders of XM Satellite Radio will vote November 13
on the proposed merger with Sirius Satellite Radio. In a pre-
liminary proxy statement filed with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission, Sirius said it would hold a shareholder
meeting on the same day in New York for a vote on the issue of
shares needed to complete the deal.

XM and Sirius announced the deal in February. XM share-
holders are to receive 4.6 shares of Sirius common stock for each
share of XM. The deal, which has drawn objections from tradi-
tional terrestrial radio companies, still needs regulatory approval.

Once the deal is completed, former XM holders will own
about 49.7 percent of the outstanding Sirius common stock, and
XM will become a wholly -owned subsidiary of Sirius. Mel
Karmazin, Sirius chief executive, will lead the combined com-
pany as CEO, while Gary Parsons, chairman of XM, will hold
the same position in the new company.

Swissinfo Launches Podcast Service

The English service of swissinfo has launched an audio pod -
cast service. As the successor to Swiss Radio International,
swissinfo is continuing a tradition that began more than 70 years
ago with the words, "This is Switzerland calling."

The current affairs podcast highlights the top stories of the
week in Switzerland, as well as offbeat and cultural news. The
reports give a voice to the people making the headlines or who
have a unique story to tell. The podcast compliments the news
and feature texts available on the website.

swissinfo is an enterprise of the Swiss Broadcasting
Corporation. The Internet information platform provides
news about Switzerland in the form of text, image, audio, and
video reports in nine languages. The focus is on Swiss poli-
tics, business, social affairs, travel and culture, and science
and technology.

Rai Italy Closes International
Shortwave Service

After 72 years, the international shortwave broadcasts of Italy
closed down. Rai International ceased its shortwave broadcasts
and ceased broadcasting in 25 languages. This news doesn't seem
to have gained much attention within Italy, and only some spe-
cialized websites about international radio broadcasts mentioned
it, as well as a few newspapers. As a result, the broadcasts of
English, French, and German news within Italy during the pro-
gram "Notturno Italiano" on the mediumwave frequencies of Rai
Radio 1 have also ceased. However, Rai continues to produce
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