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News, Trends, And Short Takes
HCJB Partner Launches Shortwave Station

In Central African Republic
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Six years of planning and praying culminated on March 1,
as Integrated Community Development International (ICDI) in
Boali, Central African Republic, officially began broadcasting
the gospel via shortwave with help from HCJB Global Voice.
The station, broadcasting on 6030 kHz, airs eight hours daily
with programming in French and three African languages,
Sango, Aka and Fulfulde.

HCJB Testing DRM To North America

In other HCJB-related news, the Voice of the Andes is con-
ducting new DRM test transmissions to North America for the
next couple of weeks. The tests will begin on 15140 kHz from
1200 to 2400 each day and then move to 9820 kHz from 0000
to 0800 UTC.

Eleven Former VOA Directors Appeal For
Reversal Of Plan For VOA Cuts

Eleven former directors of the Voice of America have issued
a joint statement calling on Congress to reverse a Bush admin-
istration plan to substantially reduce VOA's English broadcasts
as well as those in 15 other languages.

VOA, the largest publicly funded civilian overseas broad-
casting network in the United States, may go silent in many
areas of the world on radio later this year unless the Congress
reverses the action in hearings on the U.S. federal budget for the
next fiscal year, starting October 1. Among the planned cuts is
the shutdown on radio of VOA's worldwide English service. The
former VOA directors joining in the appeal to reverse the cuts
have served at various times during the past half a century under
both Republican and Democratic administrations.

If the cuts go through, the VOA also would eliminate all
broadcasts in Uzbek, Croatian, Georgian, Cantonese, and Thai,
and cease radio transmissions while retaining some television
in Russian, Ukrainian, Albanian, Serbian, Bosnian,
Macedonian, and Hindi (to India.) Schedules would be cut, as
well, in Tibetan and Portuguese to Africa.

Libya Agrees To Liquidate
Voice Of The Mediterranean

The Libyan government has agreed to start the process
towards the liquidation of the defunct Voice of the
Mediterranean (VOM) radio station. In a meeting held in Tripoli
last month and attended by Maltese Foreign Minister Michael
Frendo, the Libyan government expressed its willingness to
accept the Maltese government's invitation to liquidate and sell
the remaining assets belonging to the radio station, set up in the
late 1970s as a joint project between the two countries.

It is understood that the assets to be liquidated at VOM have
an estimated value of at least LM300,000 (Maltese lira;
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$921,000 U.S.) and include furniture and motor vehicles. The
monies recovered through the eventual liquidation of VOM are
considered crucial for the settlement of long-standing salary
arrears to former employees and unpaid bills for services or
equipment. Approximately 20 employees lost their jobs when
the enterprise went bankrupt under the chairmanship of former
PN junior minister Richard Muscat, who has since been appoint-
ed Malta's ambassador to Ireland.

The reasons behind the closure of VOM sparked a political
controversy, with the opposition requesting and obtaining a full
hearing of the case before the Public Accounts Committee. The
Voice of the Mediterranean radio station transmitted in seven
languages, and was heralded as making a major contribution to
the dissemination of Malta's positive image abroad.

AIR Khampur Testing DRM To Europe
On 9950 kHz

All India Radio is continuing its own shortwave DRM tests,
from the Khampur (Delhi) transmitter site, as follows:

Frequency: 9950 kHz
UTC: 1945 to 2230
Target: Europe

Satellite Radio Channels Account
For 3.4 Percent Of All Radio Listening

In Arbitron Survey
J.1611.1111111

I he sum of all listening to XM/Sirius satellite channels men-
tioned by the half million diary keepers in the Arbitron Fall 2006
survey totaled 3.4 percent of credited quarter hours (rough
equivalent of share), according to Arbitron, Inc.

The Fall 2006 survey was the first in which new instructions
were provided in the diary, asking respondents to indicate their
listening to satellite and Internet radio in addition to AM/FM
radio. Respondents mentioned 297 separate satellite radio chan-
nels in the survey. Arbitron's recent analysis revealed that the
highest share of quarter hours for an individual satellite radio
channel was 0.2 percent. The average satellite radio channel had
a .009 percent share of quarter hours, which would not be high
enough to meet Arbitron's minimum reporting standards.

Approximately 5.6 percent (rough equivalent of reach) of the
468,786 diary keepers who participated in the Fall 2006 Arbitron
survey listed a satellite radio channel in their diary.

The analysis also showed that satellite listeners are heavy
listeners to radio in general, including AM/FM radio. Satellite
listeners spent an average of 33 hours a week with radio com-
pared with the typical listener who listened approximately 19
hours a week to radio. Also, people who listened to satellite
spent more time with AM/FM radio (14 hours) than they did
with satellite radio (10 hours, 45 minutes) or the Internet
(eight hours, 15 minutes).

Estimates of listening for specific satellite radio channels are
not yet available while Arbitron refines its processes to credit
and report listening for satellite channels.
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