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News, Trends, And Short Takes
World Christian Broadcasting Targets

Middle East From Madagascar

World Christian Broadcasting is building new shortwave
radio towers in Madagascar, off the African coast, to supple-
ment the broadcasts it has been making from Alaska for decades.
When the Madagascar facility is ready, perhaps in 2008, Arabic -
language broadcasts also will be beamed into the Middle East.
World Christian Broadcasting is an independent company affil-
iated with Churches of Christ.

Space Life Search Turns To
TV And Radio Signals

Astronomers plan to search I .000 nearby stars for telex ision
broadcasts and other signals that could indicate extraterrestrial
life, the Harvard -Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics has
announced. The project, planned for early 2008, would use a
new radio telescope to search for radio traffic similar to that
found on Earth. Current efforts to find extraterrestrial life look
for messages deliberately beamed across space-an approach
that would miss any civilization that does not advertise its exis-
tence as Earth's does. The new effort would search a portion of
the electromagnetic spectrum used on Earth for more mundane
purposes like radar, television and FM radio broadcasts.

"We may pick up spurious signals from people that never
meant for us to hear them and get an inkling that something's
going on," said David Aguilar, director of communications at
the Center for Astrophysics. The electromagnetic spectrum
spans radiation from high-energy waves like gamma rays and
X-rays to lower -energy microwave and radio waves, with vis-
ible light falling somewhere in the middle. A new low -fre-
quency telescope under construction in the Australian Outback
will be remote enough to avoid most terrestrial radio interfer-
ence. The project will be able to detect Earth -like radio signals
within a distance of 30 light years, which encompasses about
1.000 stars.

Short -Range FM Transmitter Devices
Legalized In Ireland

Following in the steps of the UK's communications indus-
try regulator, the Office of Communications (Ofcom), Irish
regulator ComReg has announced that low -power devices,
such as iTrip-type devices, can now be used in Ireland, sub-
ject to certain conditions. These devices may be used to wire-
lessly connect personal audio devices, such as MP3 players,
to car radios. High consumer demand is expected for these
types of devices, and ComReg's enabling provision will facil-
itate their use in Ireland.

This measure is one of a number of "interface requirements"
contained in ComReg document 06/47R, which paves the way
for a range of radio applications including, for example, Radio
Frequency IDentification (RFID) devices in the 865- to 868 -

MHz band and new wireless services in the 1785- to I 805 -MHz
band to be licensed under the coordinated ComReg/Ofcom
licensing scheme in 2007.

The use of RFID applications is expected to increase signif-
icantly over the next few years as, for example, retailers like
supermarkets and their suppliers implement the technology in
place of bar codes for automated stock control. The coordinat-
ed award of spectrum at 1785 to 1805 MHz in Ireland and
Northern Ireland marks a new milestone in cooperation between
ComReg and the Office of Communications Ofcom in the UK.

U.S. Satellite Radio Companies Announce
2006 Subscriber Figures

The two rival U.S. satellite radio broadcasters have both
released their subscriber numbers for 2006. XM Satellite Radio
added more than 1.695 million new subscribers in 2006, end-
ing the year with more than 7.625 million subscribers. XM
added more than 442,000 new net subscribers during the fourth
quarter of 2006. Sirius Satellite Radio ended 2006 with approx-
imately 6,024,000 subscribers, an 82 -percent increase over the
company's 2005 ending subscriber base of 3,316,560. Sirius
added a record 2.7 million net subscribers in 2006.

End Of An Era In Finnish Broadcast History

The end of 2006 marked the end of an era in Finnish broad-
cast history. On December 3I, YLE-the Finnish
Broadcasting Company-transmitted its final shortwave
broadcast. For half a century, shortwave radio was the only
way to stay in touch with home, but YLE decided to close
down all international shortwave broadcasts in favor of
Internet, mobile, and satellite services. Replacing the short-
wave broadcasts are an Internet service and mobile phone ser-
vices as well as satellite distribution of all YLE radio chan-
nels. Jorma Laiho, Director of Corporate Technology at YLE
believes few people will miss the shortwave service. However,
he admits that older Finns abroad might protest at the closure
of the service from the city of Pori that has kept them informed
of events back home for so long.

WRN Renews Agreement With
WorldSpace Satellite Radio

WRN, the UK -based radio and television transmission
company, announced that WorldSpace Satellite Radio has
renewed its existing satellite uplink station contract for its
AfriStar satellite, which covers Western Europe, the Middle
East, and all of Africa. Under the terms of the agreement, WRN
will continue to manage WorldSpace's satellite uplink require-
ments for a number of channels transmitted on AfriStar and
that are produced or aggregated in Europe and North America.
These channels include BBC, CNN International, Virgin
Radio UK, among others.
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