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News, Trends, And Short Takes
VOA News Now Offers Mobile Service

In More Languages

VOANews.com has announced the launch of additional lan-
guages now available for its Mobile Service. Albanian, Korean,
Persian, Serbian, Spanish, and Vietnamese language news con-
tent is available for Internet -accessible handheld mobile
devices, such as cell phones, BlackBerrys, and PDAs, from
VOANews.com. These new languages join other VOA Mobile
versions in English, Turkish, Indonesian, and Chinese. More
information on VOA Mobile is available on the webpage.

Japanese Government To Broadcast
Abductee Programs Via South Korea

The Japanese government says it will begin radio broadcasts
in the next fiscal year to reach people it believes were abduct-
ed by North Korea and who may still be alive there. The radio
broadcasts will be produced by the government, which will hire
stations mainly in South Korea to air them, sources said.
Communications Minister Yoshihide Suga issued an unprece-
dented order to the Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) to
air programs about North Korea's abductions of Japanese
nationals on its international service.

The government has also decided to provide funding to the
Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably
Related to North Korea, a private group, to help it pay for anoth-
er shortwave radio service, called Shiokaze, which broadcasts
family messages to abductees who may still be alive.

Low -Power FM Transmitters ForMP3 Players
Now Legal In UK

UK media regulator Ofcom announced that the use of cer-
tain low -power FM transmitters, which wirelessly connect MP3
players and other personal audio devices to radios and in -car
entertainment systems, became legal for use in the UK in
December 2006. Equipment previously available carried a high
risk of interference to other broadcast services. However, in
response to consumer demand, Ofcom led negotiations in
Europe to develop a technical approach designed to limit the
potential of interference to other wireless devices.

The FM transmitters that meet these specifications, and
which will be legal to use in the UK, will carry a CE mark, indi-
cating approval for sale in the European Union. Their use will
be legalized under the Wireless Telegraphy (Exemption)
(Amendment) Regulations 2006, which went into effect on
December 8. The regulations set out the technical specifications
for FM transmitters.

The regulations also remove the need for a Citizens' Band
radio license, reducing the administrative and cost burden for
around 20,000 licensees using these short-range transmitters.
The regulations also make more spectrum available to meet con-
sumer demand for other low -power devices, such as hearing

aids, alarms systems, tracking and tracing systems, and meter
reading devices operating in the 169.4- to 169.8125 -MHz band.

BBC To Teach English By Radio
In Saudi Arabia

BBC Learning English, a division of the international radio
and online broadcaster BBC World Service, has signed a deal
with Radio Riyadh to provide tailored bilingual programs for
learners of English across the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Saudi
Minister of Information, lyad al Madani, played a crucial role
in the advisory stages of the deal. The teaching programs were
broadcast for the first time on FM on the European Service of
Radio Riyadh in Arabic and English and can be heard in key
cities across the country. The programs are designed specifi-
cally for young people and feature bilingual presenters.

VOA Planning Further Expansion
Of Korean Service

The Voice of America plans to further expand its Korean ser-
vice. From the start of the winter broadcast season at the end of
October, the service was expanded from three hours to three and
a half hours a day. By October 2007, the service is expected to
be on the air for five hours a day. The expansion plan also
includes doubling its Korean service staff from the current 20
in Washington and opening a new office in Seoul.

The VOA began working out an expanded Korean service
after Congress passed the North Korean Human Rights Act in
October 2004 with a provision calling for boosting Korean -lan-
guage radio broadcasts. According to VOA, a U.S. private
research agency estimates that 36 percent of North Koreans lis-
ten to its programs at least once a week.

VOA Launches New Program In
Mozambique On HIV/AIDS

The Voice of America's Portuguese -to -Africa service
launched a new, youth -oriented, radio program on HIV/AIDS
aimed at audiences in Mozambique. The show, "Vida Sem Medo
(Life Without Fear)," is a 30 -minute weekly program that focus-
es on the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS. The show will
be produced in Mozambique and broadcast from Washington.
The program is distributed across Mozambique by FM affili-
ates in the major cities, and on shortwave frequencies 21590 and
18985 kHz, as well as 909 kHz mediumwave. It will air on
Saturday and Sunday from 1000 to 1030 UTC. VOA Portuguese
is available at www.voanews.com/portuguese/.

HIV/AIDS is a huge problem in Mozambique, where over
16 percent of the population of approximately 19 million is
infected with the virus, according to UNAIDS. "Vida Sem
Medo" is funded through a grant from the State Department's
Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator.
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