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News, Trends, And Short Takes
WorldSpace Hits Ownership Hitch

WorldSpace-South Africa may be forced to ditch its plans to
offer satellite radio services to local consumers unless it amends
its shareholding to meet the regulatory requirements or it
receives an exemption from the government. WorldSpace SA is
a wholly owned subsidiary of Nasdaq -listed WorldSpace group.

According to section 64 of the Electronic Communications
Act, "a foreigner may not, whether directly or indirectly, exer-
cise control over a commercial broadcasting licensee; or have a
financial interest or an interest, either in voting shares or paid -
up capital, in a commercial broadcasting licensee exceeding 20
percent. Not more than 20 percent of the directors of a com-
mercial broadcasting licensee may be foreigners."

The clause has been carried over into the new Electronic
Communications Act, which came into effect in August, from
the old Independent Broadcasting Act. WorldSpace founder
Noah Samara, who was in South Africa recently, said regulato-
ry uncertainty was an impediment to the group as it needed to
aggressively roll out the services. He said there was no indica-
tion why the license would not be awarded.

WorldSpace group did not reveal how many subscribers it
has in South Africa, where it offers 40 radio stations, satellite
radio receivers for homes, and plans to negotiate with local car
manufacturers so that the services can be installed in cars.

International Press Institute Blames Chinese
For Jamming SW Radio Africa

The International Press Institute (IPI) has condemned the
jamming by the Zimbabwe government of the mediumwave
signal of the London -based SW Radio Africa. The IPI says
that it believes the jamming is coming from the broadcasting
center at Pockets Hill, rather than ZBC Gweru, which has
previously jammed SW Radio Africa on the shortwave band.
It is widely believed that the Chinese government has pro-
vided the Zimbabwean government with the technology that
allows the signal of private radio stations to be jammed inside
the country.

VOA Central Africa Service
Celebrates 10th Anniversary

The Voice of America's (VOA) Central Africa Service, cre-
ated following the Rwanda genocide to provide news and infor-
mation to the Great Lakes region of Africa, celebrated its 10th
anniversary this summer. The service broadcasts radio programs
in the Kirundi and Kinyarwanda languages to Burundi, Rwanda,
Tanzania, and the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. In
recent years, programming has included interviews with major
public figures from the Great Lakes region, such as Burundian
President Pierre Nkurunziza, Rwandan President Paul Kagame,
and Paul Rusesabagina, who inspired the movie "Hotel

Rwanda," a story about the 1994 Rwanda genocide in which
some 800,000 people were killed. The Service also gives a voice
to ordinary listeners by airing in-depth features on HIV/AIDS
patients, orphans, single mothers, medical professionals, NGO
leaders, and separated families.

VOA's Central Africa Service broadcasts seven days a week
at 0330 to 0430 UTC to the Great Lakes region on shortwave
(6095, 7340, and 13725 kHz), as well as on VOA's own FM fre-
quency in Kigali, Rwanda. VOA also broadcasts on FM through
Radio Publique Africaine in Bujumbura, Burundi, and Radio
Kwizera in Ngara, Tanzania.

Radio Australia On New Platforms In
Cambodia And Vietnam
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Radio Australia is moving from shortwave broadcasting to
online technology and local FM rebroadcasting to develop new
audiences in Vietnam and Cambodia. Cambodian broadcasts
will revolve around the successful placement of Khmer content
on "third -party" FM platforms in Cambodia. It's estimated that
the services will reach 85 percent of the population.

In Vietnam, the declining popularity of shortwave broadcasts
and the surging demand for online services has opened the path
for a live interactive "Australia -Vietnam" information and
cultural exchange Web portal. This service is located at
www.bayvut.com/.

Radio Australia is now broadcasting from two new trans-
mitters, located near Townsville, that are DRM (Digital Radio
Mondiale)-capable. These transmitters will enable RA to test
digital shortwave radio to Asia and the Pacific. DRM is also
being tested in China by Chinese National Radio, with over
800,000 radios and 14 transmitters, while Radio New Zealand
International (RNZI) has already tested and is successfully
implementing DRM in the South Pacific.

Still 100 Illegal FM Stations In
Pakistan's NWFP

The Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority
(PERMA) recently admitted that more than 100 seminaries
were still operating illegal FM radio stations across the North
West Frontier Province (NWFP). They said that while most
seminaries used FM radio broadcasts to impart Islamic teach-
ings, many used them to spread sectarian hatred. When
PERMA first launched its crackdown on illegal stations, the
police claimed to have put 90 such stations out of operation.
However, PERMA sources described these claims as being
far from reality, pointing out that all these radio stations were
still broadcasting.

In addition to being used to stoke sectarian unrest, PERMA
officials stressed that the illegal broadcasts posed a serious threat
to the police's wireless systems as well as to passenger and fight-
er plane navigation systems.
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