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News, Trends, And Short Takes

RRI Broadcasting News Domestically In
Eleven International Languages
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Indonesian state broadcaster RRI has begun broadcasting
news domestically in 11 international languages in an effort to
provide foreigners in Indonesia with factual and accurate infor-
mation, according to its Director Parni Hadi. The 11 international
languages RR1 has been using are Arabian, English, French,
German, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Malaysian, Mandarin,
Spain and Thai. Two more foreign languages the Indonesian radio
station will use in the future are Russian and Italian.

Voice of America Launches
VOAMobile.com

The Voice of America has launched VOAMobile, an all -text
English version of top stories for use on Web -enabled handheld
devices, such as cell phones and PDAs. VOA Mobile allows
users worldwide to access text versions of top news stories in a
user-friendly format. The content is generated from the
VOANews.com home page and will be updated, almost hourly,
seven days a week.

VOA Planning To Close More
Language Services

The Voice of America has decided to shut down its daily 90 -
minute shortwave radio service in Hindi, citing budgetary cut-
backs and the emergence of TV and the Internet in India. Private
FM radio stations have also affected its listenership, according
to Jagdish Sareen, editor, VOA Hindi, as quoted by the Indian
website DNA.

The decision by the Broadcasting Board of Governors is
pending, with the U.S. Congress' final approval necessary. The
website quotes Brian Mabry, senior public affairs advisor at
Voice of America, as saying, "Along with VOA Hindi, our ser-
vices in Albanian, Bosnian, Serbian, and Russian will also stop."

Time Signal Station MSF Moving
To New Location

MSF is the radio signal that broadcasts the national time stan-
dard for the UK. Beginning in April 2007 the MSF service
broadcast will transfer to Anthorn. Until then it will continue
to be broadcast from Rugby. The MSF signal is the principal
means of disseminating the UK national standards of time and
frequency, which are maintained by the National Physical
Laboratory. Transmission is 24 hours a day and the carrier fre-
quency is maintained at 60 kHz.

The MSF 60 -kHz standard time and frequency service is
funded by the Department of Trade and Industry. (DTI) as part

of its provision of time and frequency measurement standards
in the UK. The maintenance and development of those stan-
dards is carried out by the National Physical Laboratory (NPL),
with the MSF 60 -kHz signal currently being transmitted from
the Rugby Radio Station by BT Radio Engineering Services
under contract from NPL. The signal from Anthorn will be gen-
erated using atomic clocks and time code equipment provided
by VT Communications. The broadcast signal is monitored and
controlled relative to the national time standard at the NPL site
in Teddington.

WorldSpace Gets Approval For Satellite
Radio Service In Italy

WorldSpace Satellite Radio has announced that WorldSpace
Italia SpA has received approval from the Italian Ministry of
Communications to launch a subscription satellite radio service
in Italy. With this authorization, the Ministry has granted
WorldSpace Italia the right to provide a subscription -based
satellite radio and data service to consumers in Italy, and to use
the frequency band 1479.5 to 1492 MHz for the operation of
the corresponding hybrid satellite/terrestrial network.

WorldSpace Italia anticipates launching Europe's first satel-
lite digital radio and data service to portable and vehicular
devices in 2007, using one satellite already in orbit and a ter-
restrial gap -filler network to be rolled out in all major cities
throughout Italy. The company intends to start rolling out this
complementary network as soon as its installation plan, cur-
rently under finalization, is approved by the Ministry. At the
service's maturity, subscribers in Italy will have access to
approximately 50 channels of diversified sports, talk, and com-
mercial -free music programming.

North Korea Jams Shortwave Broadcasts
Tracing Missing Nationals

Shortwave radio broadcasts by a Japanese group investigat-
ing missing Japanese believed to have been abducted by North
Korea have been jammed by North Korea since early May.
Unknown transmissions emitted from within North Korea have
been confirmed and are believed to have been jamming the
shortwave radio broadcasts.

The group, known as the Investigative Commission on
Missing Japanese Probably Related to North Korea, broad-
casts the program "Shiokaze" twice a day on shortwave radio
through a British company. It can be heard in North Korea, as
well as in areas near the North Korean border in China and in
the northern part of South Korea. The program, which began
in October last year according to the group's website, is aimed
at rescuing the missing Japanese nationals by broadcasting
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