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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Gordon West, WB6NOA,

Amateur Of The Year

When Hamvention 2006 opens in Hara Arena on May 19,
three amateur radio operators will be honored for their contri-
butions to the Amateur Radio Service. Gordon West, WB6NOA,
a man responsible for helping to recruit many new hams, Riley
Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, who helped bring improved enforce-
ment to the ham bands, and Richard Illman, AH6EZ/W9, whose
efforts helped develop a solution to BPL interference, have been
named as recipients of this year's Hamvention awards.

Pat Johnson, KC8ZZO, Hamvention Awards Chairman said
the committee had a tough task selecting the winners from
among a number of worthy nominees. "We were impressed with
the quality of the nominations. We believe the winners all rep-
resent excellence in service to the ham radio community."

Hamvention Chairman Jim Nies, WX8F, praised the win-
ners, saying, "On behalf of the Dayton Amateur Radio
Association (DARA) and Hamvention 2006 it is my distinct
pleasure to congratulate this year's Award Winners. Please join
me in recognizing each of these gentlemen for their outstand-
ing contributions to Amateur Radio and their many years of
devotion to the amateur radio service."

Gordon West, WB6NOA, was named Amateur of the Year
for his efforts in recruiting and training many new amateurs, in
addition to his lifelong involvement in ham radio. Starting in
the late 1950s "Gordo," as he is known by many hams, began
an active involvement with ham radio that included working for
some of the big names in the field and helping to develop sev-
eral innovative pieces of equipment. In the 1980s West and his
wife Suzy, N6GLF, began teaching ham radio classes at college
and marine venues and began writing the ham training books.
He is, of course, also a columnist for Popular Communications.

West is a fellow with the Radio Club of America, recipient
of the ARRL Instructor of the Year award, and active on ham
bands from 75 meters through 10 GHz, spending at least a cou-
ple hours every day on the air helping new hams make friends
on the many nets he runs.

West volunteers with the American Red Cross communica-
tions team in Orange County California, and regularly offers
free kids classes and classes for cities to support their CERT
(Community Emergency Response Teams) members.

"It's my give -back to a hobby that gives me the satisfaction
of offering free classes for kids and emergency responders, and
I thank all the ham operators who support our training program,
and the ARRL for their continued support with the emergency
communication web -based classes," West said.

Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, received the Special
Achievement Award for his efforts in helping eliminate some
of the problems that had been increasing on the ham bands. As
his nominator stated, he helped "reverse an almost decade and
a half long period of Commission inattention and government
apathy directed at our service. Hams across the U.S. credit
Hollingsworth with helping to reduce-and in many cases to
eliminate-malicious interference and other problem behavior,
both on and off the air."

Holl i ngsworth is a Special Counsel for the FCC Enforcement
Bureau's Spectrum Enforcement Division. He was given the
responsibility for coordination of Amateur Radio Service
enforcement after that program was transferred to the
Enforcement Bureau in October 1998. His responsibilities also
include interference resolution in the Land Mobile and Public
Safety Services.

Hollingsworth was Co -Chairman of the FCC's PCS
(Personal Communications Services) Broadband and
Narrowband Licensing Task Force, for which he received a
"Reinventing Government" Award in 1994, and managed the
FCC's 800 MHz Task Force in which new 800 -MHz spectrum
was assigned in 13 cities. He also organized the FCC's enforce-
ment program in which underutilized land mobile radio chan-
nels were recovered for reassignment in major cities.

Hollingsworth graduated from the University of South
Carolina, and received a Law degree from Wake Forest University.
An Amateur Radio licensee since 1960, he is a member of the
Quarter Century Wireless Association and FISTS Club.

Richard Illman, AH6EZ, of St. Charles, Illinois, was select-
ed for the 2006 Technical Excellence Award. His willingness to
use his technical knowledge to be outspoken about an unpopu-
lar topic, Broadband over Powerline (BPL), was cited by the
committee. He influenced his employer, Motorola, to deliver his
patent -pending solution that has been proven at ARRL
Headquarters and other deployments to not cause any interfer-
ence to or from amateur radio. The ARRL has subsequently used
the Motorola solution as an example to the FCC on how BPL
can be designed without interference to amateur radio.

Illman, who has a bachelor's in electrical engineering and
has worked at Motorola for 31 years, was instrumental in the
inclusion of hardware notch filters in the Motorola equipment-
an industry first-to protect amateur radio beyond the tradi-
tional technique of just turning off specific carriers.

His passion for ham radio began in high school. He earned a
Novice class license in 1969 and has continued operating for over
37 years on all bands and all modes, including working satellites
from moving Amtrak trains and demonstrating ISS contacts to
Boy Scouts. An avid DXer he works over 200 countries each year,
in part because of a friendly competition among his local ham
club members of the Fox River Radio League in Aurora, Illinois.
He has been their President for the last two years and was rec-
ognized with their Ham of the Year award three years in a row.

The Dayton Hamvention, the world's largest amateur radio
gathering, brings more than 25,000 people to the greater Dayton
area each year. The three-day event includes exhibits, a flea mar-
ket, forums, and education sessions. For more information about
Hamvention 2006 (scheduled for May 19 to 21), visit the web -
site at www.hamvention.org or e-mail media @ hamvention.org.

BBC Broadcasts To India Via WorldSpace
Satellite Radio

The BBC World Service and WorldSpace satellite radio,
which broadcasts to the Indian subcontinent, have announced a
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