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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Australian Government To Adopt European

DAB Standard

Australia's Minister for Communications, Information
Technology and the Arts, Senator Helen Coonan recently
announced a framework to guide the introduction of digital radio
in Australia. There will be a staged rollout of digital radio in
Australia commencing in metropolitan areas as soon as practi-
cable. The government will urge broadcasters to commence tri-
als of digital radio in regional areas, so technical and other issues
can be resolved. The government will then consider what finan-
cial support is necessary to expand digital radio services to rural
and regional Australians.

Under the framework, Australia will implement terrestrial
digital radio based upon European Digital Audio Broadcasting
(DAB) Standards, also known as Eureka 147. The commercial,
national and wide -coverage community broadcasters currently
operating in the broadcasting services bands (BSB) in those
areas will have the opportunity to participate and will share the
available digital spectrum.

Other elements of the framework include dedicated spec-
trum for the two national broadcasters, a guaranteed mini-
mum level of broadcast capacity to incumbent commercial
broadcasters (more spectrum will be available if new services
are offered), guaranteed access to the digital platform for
wide -area community broadcasters, no simulcast require-
ment and a first right of refusal to broadcasters to control the
multiplex and hold relevant spectrum for a nominal adminis-
tration cost.

UK Short Wave Magazine To Merge With
Radio Active

This month, the long -running UK publication for radio hob-
byists, Short Wave Magazine, ceases publication as a separate
title and merges with another magazine from the same publish-
er, Radio Active. The publishers are picking the best bits out of
both magazines to create a new title, Radio User. There isn't
much else known about this at the moment as the publishers are
still finalizing all their plans. However, this will not affect the
company's flagship publication, Practical Wireless.

Christian Vision's CVC Increases
DRM Broadcasts

Christian Vision's media arm, CVC, is increasing the number
of broadcast hours on VT Communication's digital AM trans-
mission platform, which utilizes Digital Radio Mondiale tech-
nology. Until recently, CVC was broadcasting one hour a week
as part of VT Communications' AM broadcast pilot service from
the UK to Western Europe, which has now been running for over
two years. CVC's new development sees transmissions from
mainland Europe into the UK, resulting in an increase to seven
hours per week. The new schedule is 1000-1100 UTC daily on
11815 kHz.

Worldspace Goes Terrestrial In UAE
And Bahrain

WorldSpace has announced that it has received licenses from
the Telecommunications Regulatory Authorities of Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for terrestrial repeater net-
works. The licenses will enable World Space to deploy mobile
satellite radio services in those countries. World Space plans to
rollout the mobile services in the first half of this year.

The mobile rollout in these areas is part of WorldSpace's over-
all strategy to target additional markets within coverage areas
at a minimal incremental cost.

The UAE and Bahrain are attractive markets for World Space
services. The UAE has a population of over four million peo-
ple with a GDP per capita of approximately $17,000 and one
million vehicles in service. In particular, Dubai (part of the UAE)
is a major international trade and tourist center, drawing over
16 million visitors annually. Bahrain has a population of approx-
imately 700,000 with a GDP per capita of approximately
$20,000 and 630,000 vehicles in service.

Mediumwave DRM Tests From Milano
Siziano To Begin

According to the Italian press service ASCA, Rai Way (the
company which owns the transmitters used by Italian public
broadcaster RAI) will soon begin experimenting with DRM via
Milano Siziano. Tests will be conducted at nighttime, presum-
ably on the former Radio 2 frequency of 693 kHz. Exact power
levels are not mentioned in the report, which says they will be
"at low power" adding, however, that will ensure "high quali-
ty" and Europe -wide coverage.

DRM conversion of the ex -Radio 2 transmitter has been
planned for a long time, according to RAI "insider" Andrea
Borgnino. According to the same source, Rai Way began
installing DRM equipment in Milan at end of 2004 for tests at
the beginning of 2005. Apparently these were postponed to end
of 2005/beginning of 2006.

BBC Supporters In Thailand Launch
Campaign To Save Thai Service
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The Nation newspaper reports that a campaign was launched
in Thailand to save the BBC's Thai service after news broke of
a plan to terminate the 65 -year -old service. The Nation reports
that the BBC World Service will terminate its Thai -language
service at the end of the year. The paper, quoting a source in
London, reported that the service would be shelved due to cost-
cutting measures. The Nation said none of the Thai service staff
was aware of the termination.

The BBC is focusing more attention on the World Service in
Arabic and had asked the Foreign Office for funding to estab-
lish an Arabic language television channel for the Middle East
and North Africa. The Foreign Office has approved the plan, but
insists that the funding come from existing resources. Besides
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