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News, Trends, And Short Takes
All India Radio To Vacate 90 -meter

Shortwave Band

All India Radio is going to vacate the 90 -meter band alto-
gether in favor of 60 meters for domestic shortwave services.
This means Shimla on 3223 kHz, Bhopal on 3315 kHz, Delhi
on 3365 kHz, and Gangtok on 3390 kHz will soon move onto
the 60 -meter band. It is expected that there will be some adjust-
ments on the present 60 -meter band usage by All India Radio.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation Gives
Thumbs Down To BPL

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation strongly believes
Broadband over Power Lines (BPL) should not interfere with
existing and future radiocommunication services. The ABC, in
a submission to the Australian Communications Authority,
expressed fear that BPL interference is highly likely in some
circumstances to annihilate broadcasting services. Australia's
national broadcaster said the evidence available to it indicates
that BPL is highly likely to interfere with existing broadcast-
ing transmissions. It said that permitted emission levels under
all existing and proposed BPL standards would be of sufficient
level to cause interference and loss of service to broadcasting
signals in rural areas and, under worst case conditions, in sub-
urban areas.

The ABC submission to the ACA discussion paper on the
Management of Interference from Broadband over Power Line
Applications also noted that BPL interference with broadcast-
ing services could potentially disrupt emergency information
broadcasts. They said it has the potential to affect Digital Radio
Mondiale services currently being considered as a way of deliv-
ering digital radio to rural and regional Australia. The ABC
described it as a major concern for HF broadcasting, and said
that the BPL emissions are likely to propagate via the ionos-
phere and have the potential to interfere with receivers thou-
sands of kilometers away.

Hutt River Province Plans
Shortwave Broadcasts

The Hutt River Province Principality, a self-proclaimed inde-
pendent territory on Australia's mainland, has announced plans
to begin shortwave broadcasts and also to seek amateur radio
DXCC entity status. Located just north of Geraldton, Western
Australia, it claimed self-government 35 years ago and survives
on a tourist -based economy. The Australian Government does
not recognize its claim of independence.

Hutt River Province Director -General, Ministry of
Electronic Communications, Eddie DeYoung has announced
plans to set up a shortwave broadcast station, possibly to be
called Hutt River Radio. He says its programs will be primar-
ily replays of old radio drama shows, music from yesteryear,
and readings from the world's newspapers for print -handi-

capped listeners. It will also provide time -slots to non -govern-
ment humanitarian aid organizations.

Deyoung says that Hutt River Province is trying to gain
United Nations recognition, which would in turn enable the
International Telecommunications Union (ITU) to issue it with
a block of radio callsigns.

New Ultra -low Profile Antenna For Sirius
Satellite Radio

U.S. broadcaster Sirius Satellite Radio and Sirenza
Microdevices announced they are introducing a small, ultra -low
profile, high-performance antenna for Sirius that is the thinnest
ever produced for satellite radio. The new disc -shaped antenna
has been designed by Sirenza to optimally receive and amplify
digital signals from Sirius's satellites and terrestrial repeaters.
The antenna is magnetically mounted to the roof of vehicles,
and is designed to operate with various Sirius radio receivers.
The new Sirius ultra -low profile antenna from Sirenza will be
available this summer with multiple Sirius portable "Plug &
Play" radios and will also be sold separately.

Indonesian Government Orders Radio To
Sign Off To Save Power

Indonesia has ordered television and radio broadcasters to
sign off for four hours every night as part of a government effort
to save energy. The government stipulated that television and
radio stations should not broadcast between 0100 and 0500 local
time as a part of national energy -saving movement. The shut-
down is effective immediately for a period of six months, but
broadcasters will be allowed to start programs at 0300 during
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, when the faithful are
required to fast from dawn till dusk. Indonesia has been wracked
by fuel shortages, forcing some public transport operators to
halt services. Several regions have experienced power cuts with
consumption surpassing generating capacities.

STAR Radio Liberia Launches
Shortwave Broadcasts

STAR Radio Liberia has begun shortwave broadcasts aimed
to reach the entire population of Liberia and its neighboring
countries. The shortwave programming will initially be for
three hours daily, with morning broadcasts at 0700 to 0900 UTC
on 9525 kHz and evening broadcasts at 2100 to 2200 UTC on
11965 kHz.

STAR radio was reopened in May 2005 after having been
forcibly closed down in March 2000 by then President Charles
Taylor. It currently broadcasts for 17 hours a day, bringing news,
current affairs, and a variety of feature programs to the people of
Monrovia and its environs. STAR radio is a Liberian not -for-prof-
it organization, operated in partnership with the Hirondelle
Foundation, Media for Peace & Human Dignity, Switzerland.
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