
INFOCENTRAL

by Harold 011, N2RLL Editor, and D. Prabakaran

News, Trends, And Short Takes
Vanuatu Gets Two New Mediumwave

DRM-Capable Transmitters

The New Zealand government has given funds to Vanuatu for
two new mediumwave transmitters, one for the Vila area, the other
for the Santo area. Both will be installed by the time you read
this, and each will be DRM (Digital Radio Mondiale)-capable.
MW broadcasts in many parts of the Pacific are in danger of shut-
ting down from high power costs (usually diesel generators), lack
of technical expertise, weather damage, and old equipment.

Currently, Radio Cook Islands 630, SBC Samoa 540, and
SIBC Honiara 1035 are all running at half or reduced power
because of power costs, while Nauru 1323 is off air, KJAL
American Samoa 580 is on reduced power after a cyclone,
WVUV American Samoa 648 has been operating only at very
low power awaiting an FCC frequency and tower change, and
part of Papua New Guinea's MW network is being rebuilt with
Japanese aid.

Comments from the New Zealand government reflect a real
concern that neighboring island broadcasters are under severe
pressure to survive. Both RNZI and Radio Australia now pro-
vide much of the technical and training expertise needed to keep
stations on the air as far away as the Marshall Islands and as
close as Tonga and Niue. This assistance is expected to expand
in the future. The model emerging is for island stations to get
help buying new DRM-capable MW transmitters so they can
relay RNZI DRM and RA DRM broadcasts to local repeater
FM stations while providing a stable MW signal for continued
reception on analog radio sets.

National Television Of Tamileelam
Extends Coverage

The National Television of Tamileelam (NTT), the TV sta-
tion run by Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers, has begun television broad-
casts to Southeast Asian countries. The new service can reach
India, parts of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Mayanmar, and China for two hours at 1330 to 1530 UTC. NTT
started broadcasts to European countries in March.

Delphi And WorldSpace To Bring Mobile
Satellite Radio To India

Delphi Corporation, a supplier of automotive systems and
components, announced that it has signed an agreement with
WorldSpace to make mobile satellite radio available in Asia
for the first time. The companies will launch and market
Delphi-WorldSpace Mobile Satellite Audio receivers in India,
and subsequently plan to expand availability into China. The
product is expected to be available on the Indian market in the
first half of 2006.

The agreement calls for Delphi to provide hardware that will
deliver uninterrupted access to the WorldSpace satellite radio
network, which provides more than 35 radio stations across
India. Digital satellite programming offered by WorldSpace

includes a combination of news, sports, music, brand name con-
tent, and education programming developed by WorldSpace or
provided through sources such as the BBC and CNN
International. Delphi-WorldSpace Mobile Satellite Radio
receivers will be designed to receive and decode the WorldSpace
satellite signal throughout India and, in the future, in other mar-
kets where WorldSpace service is available.

Brazilian Regulator Closes Down 1,199
Illegal Radio Stations

This year the Brazilian telecommunications regulatory
agency Agencia Nacional de Telecomunicacoes (Anatel) has
stepped up its policing of illegal radio stations. So far this year,
1,199 of them have been taken off the air; that works out to
around 200 per month (last year, 1,807 were closed down over
the entire year). Anatel estimates that there are almost 4,500
pirate radio stations operating in the country. Edilson Ribeiro
dos Santos, a superintendent at Anatel, says that the illegal
radio stations interfere with legal stations, as well as air
traffic communications.

Study Says 80 Percent Of Americans Have
Little Interest In Satellite Radio

The interest in satellite radio seems unchanged over the past
four years, according to a new study. Eighty percent of
Americans remain unlikely to subscribe to satellite radio in the
future. The findings are from an Eastlan Resources study of
2,512 Americans (12 years or older) conducted during the first
quarter of 2005. The new data seem to echo the findings of an
Eastlan study in the Spring of 2001, in which 80 percent of
Americans questioned would have no interest in purchasing a
new satellite -delivered radio service that offered dozens of com-
mercial -free radio channels for a monthly fee of around $10.

In the new study, Eastlan found that five percent of those
questioned are currently subscribing to satellite radio, while
another nine percent are likely to subscribe to satellite radio
sometime in the future. Surprisingly, five percent of those par-
ticipating in the study had never heard of satellite radio. Only
37 percent of those unaware of satellite radio were 65 or older.

XM Satellite Radio Makes Strategic
Investment In WorldSpace

U.S. broadcaster XM Satellite Radio announced that it has
made a strategic investment of $25 million in the common stock
of WorldSpace, Inc., a leading satellite radio provider for Asia,
Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. In connection with the
investment, XM will cooperate with WorldSpace to develop
satellite radio products, technology, and distribution and sup-
plier networks. In addition, XM will have warrants to acquire
$37.5 million in additional WorldSpace stock and an option to
invest along with WorldSpace and other partners in various
countries around the world.
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