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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Spanish Commercial Network COPE

Starts DRM Tests

The Spanish commercial radio network COPE has begun
tests of DRM on mediumwave, following the example of pub-
lic broadcaster RNE, which began testing DRM in January 2005.
The current tests, being made in collaboration with the telecom-
munications company Axion and the University of Vigo, are to
verify the viability of the simultaneous analog and digital trans-
missions on the same frequency. The Spanish Ministry of
Industry is providing some of the funding. The tests are being
carried out on 1269 kHz via the transmitter in Zamora.

FCC Adopts Digital Radio Mondiale
Standard For U.S. HF Broadcasting

The FCC has adopted the DRM standard for U.S. HF
Broadcasting Service (HFBC) digital transmission. Adoption
of the DRM standard was among several actions the FCC took
in a wide-ranging Report and Order (R&O) in response to the
World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) in ET
Docket 04-139.

The FCC authorized both digital audio broadcasting and dat-
acasting. It said channels using digitally modulated emissions
may share the same spectrum or be interleaved with analog emis-
sions in the same HF broadcast band, provided the protection
afforded to the analog emissions is at least as great as that cur-
rently in place for analog -to -analog protection.

The Commission authorized double-sideband (DSB), single-
sideband (SSB), and digital transmissions in HF bands between
5900 and 26,100 kHz, and it set minimum HFBC power levels
of 50 -kW PEP for SSB. In the same proceeding, the FCC also
reallocated the 7100- to 7200 -kHz band to the Amateur Service
on a co -primary basis and reallocated the 7350- to 7400 -kHz
band to the HFBC Service on a co -primary basis, with the fixed
service until March 29, 2009, after which it will be allocated
exclusively for broadcasting.

Two Vatican Radio Executives Jailed
For Electronic Interference

Two executives of Vatican Radio were given 10 -day sus-
pended jail sentences because of the radio's transmitters giving
out too much interference. The sentences for Cardinal Roberto
Tucci, the radio's president, and Director General Father
Pasquale Borgomeo will be suspended only if the electronic
interference ceases and the two officials agree to pay compen-
sation, judge Luisa Martoni ruled. The transmitters are located
in Cesano, north of Rome, where local people complained that
electromagnetic pollution from them was causing serious health
problems, including leukemia. An Italian environment ministry
investigation in 2001 found that the magnetic fields were much
higher than the permitted 6 volts per square meter in 11 out of
14 sites checked.

Vatican Radio slammed the ruling as "unjustified" and said
it hoped the appeal would "clear all the shadows that have tar-
nished our good reputation and contributed to feeding baseless
fears among the population." Last November, an Italian prose-
cutor asked for 15 -day prison terms for Tucci and Borgomeo,
demanding that the court order a suspended sentence only if the
interference ceased.

New French Website Of
Digital Radio Mondiale Launched

A French version of the Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) con-
sortium website has been launched with the participation of the
main actors of the consortium (broadcasters, manufacturers, net-
work operators, research institutions, broadcasting unions, reg-
ulatory bodies, etc.). This new site, www.drmfrance.com, will
provide information on activities undertaken in France to pro-
mote digital radio on the French scene. It will also provide a
platform for audio testing so surfers will be able to enjoy the
sound of digital audio and compare it with that of analog sound.
All ongoing transmission trials will also be listed.

Radio Six International Launches New
Saturday Transmission

Radio Six International, Scotland's independent internation-
al station, has launched a new Saturday transmission aimed at
listeners across Europe. The schedule is 0600 to 0700 UTC on
15725 kHz from Milan; 9290 kHz from Ulbroka, Latvia; and a
24 -hour Web feed at www.radiosix.com. There's another Web
feed from 1500 to 1600 UTC and from 2300 to 2400 UTC. The
station is on 5105 kHz along with another Web feed.

BBC Announces Interactive Media Player
Content Trial

BBC New Media has announced the next phase in the devel-
opment of the BBC's interactive Media Player (iMP), an exten-
sive three-month content trial that will begin in September 2005.
iMP offers UK viewers the chance to catch up on TV and radio
programs they may have missed for up to seven days after they
have been broadcast, using the Internet to legally download pro-
grams to their home computers. (See also this month's
"ScanTech" column.)

A technical trial took place in summer 2004 with a limited
number of participants and a small amount of rights -cleared pro-
grams to test the concept of using peer -to -peer technology and
digital rights management to protect rights holders. As part of
the next phase of iMP's development, the BBC will now open
up more of its radio and TV schedule-around 190 hours of TV
programs and 310 radio programs, as well as local program-
ming and rights -cleared feature films.

Five thousand people from all over the UK will take part in
the pilot. They will be able to search for programs they want to
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