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News, Trends, And Short Takes
CQ Magazine Announces DX Marathon

CQ magazine recently announced the revival of the long -dor-
mant CQ DX Marathon, last run in 1948. The new CQ DX
Marathon will essentially be a year -long DX contest, with sta-
tions competing to contact as many different countries ("enti-
ties") and CQ Zones of the World as possible over a full -year
period, then starting again at zero at the beginning of the next
year. The new CQ DX Marathon is part of CQ's broader "Waking
Up DXing" program, the goal of which is to reinvigorate DXing,
or contacting hams in faraway places. The program was out-
lined for the first time at the International DX Convention in
Visalia, California, on April 16.

"DXing has always been the heart of ham radio," says CQ
Editor Rich Moseson, W2VU, "and it continues to be the biggest
thing that sets us apart from other forms of electronic commu-
nication. Healthy DXing activity is vital to the long-term health
of amateur radio."

Bob Locher, W9KNI, of Idiom Press, provided the inspira-
tion for the new activity and joined in the announcement at
Visalia. "Many active DXers have noticed a drop-off in gener-
al DXing activity outside of contests and DXpeditions," notes
Locher. "I suggested that CQ start up an event that would pro-
mote activity all year long, would minimize geographic advan-
tages, and provide for simple scoring. It turns out that the CQ
DX Marathon, which evolved after 1948 into the CQ World
Wide DX Contest, was already based on the same concepts."

Scoring will be very simple, consisting of the total number
of DX entities and CQ zones contacted over the course of a year.
There will be no multipliers and each country and zone will
count only once. In the case of a tie, the station whose last qual-
ifying contact came earliest in the year will be the winner.

Complete details and rules for the new CQ DX Marathon can
be found in the May issue of CQ magazine and will be posted
on the CQ we bsite (www.cq-amateur-radio.com) after the issue
is in subscribers' hands. The first running of the event will be
in 2006.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation
Integrates Mobile Content

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) has signed
an agreement with Mobile 365, a provider of mobile messaging
services, to supply its SMS (Short Message Service), IVR
(Interactive Voice Response), MMS (Multimedia Messaging
Service), and other WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) ser-
vices. The provision of telephone information services to its TV
and radio audiences and online users promotes and encourages
audience interaction via mobile phone. This may be used to
extend the life of programming, determine future programming,
inform and educate new audiences, reflect the viewpoint or tastes
of Australian society, or stimulate debate on contemporary issues.

Mobile 365's mobile applications platform manages both
inbound and outbound services. Inbound services will incorpo-
rate votes, polls, and comments. A wide variety of outbound
services is offered, including sports, news, weather alerts, and
members clubs. By integrating mobile content with information

feeds into the one platform, the ABC can offer users the abili-
ty to personalize their ABC service by setting up a profile and
updating alert schedules. Users check in via their mobiles or the
Web and the service provides them with numerous choices and
expanded options.

Voice Of America Starts Newscast Service
In Indonesian Language

Voice of America has begun delivering Indonesian language
newscasts 25 times a day to its network of more than 200 radio
affiliates in Indonesia. The new service, VOA Headline News,
will, according to the VOA, "...deliver the freshest news pos-
sible every 30 minutes during the 12 -hour period." The service
was developed in response to Indonesian radio stations' requests
for short newscasts throughout the day. Each newscast will cover
world, regional, and U.S. news. The daily program will air every
half hour between 0030 and 1030 UTC and a second segment
between 1300 and 1630 UTC. VOA's Indonesian Service broad-
casts an average of four and a half hours per day of news and
information programming to Indonesia. Its radio programs are
carried by more than 200 AM/FM affiliates across Indonesia.

Commencement Of The Digital Radio
Mondiale Patent Licensing Program

Via Licensing Corporation, in association with the Digital
Radio Mondiale (DRM) Licensing Committee, has announced
the commencement of the Digital Radio Mondiale patent licens-
ing program. The DRM patent pool brings together the essen-
tial DRM patents of multiple companies, making it straightfor-
ward and convenient for product manufacturers to acquire the
rights from all of these licensors in a single transaction. The
existence of a patent -pool licensing program providing access
to a standard set of terms offered on a reasonable and nondis-
criminatory basis ensures a level playing field on which a com-
petitive market can develop for manufacturing and selling
DRM-based products. The DRM patent pool includes patents
essential to both the audio -coding and radio -transmission
aspects of the DRM standard. Manufacturers and developers of
professional encoding or transmission/monitoring products, as
well as manufacturers of consumer receiver products, will ben-
efit from the availability of this license.

Korea Ready To Launch Digital
Multimedia Broadcasting

The Korean Broadcasting Commission has selected six broad-
casters to launch the country's terrestrial digital multimedia
broadcasting (DMB) services. Some of the services, including
those of the public Korean Broadcasting System, are expected to
start immediately, with the rest joining later this year. There will
be six video channels, 18 audio broadcasts, and six data programs
offered free in Seoul, Inchon, and Kyonggi Province. Users will
have to purchase a terrestrial DMB-enabled handset to receive
them. The system will be expanded nationwide next year.
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