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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Radio Taiwan International To
Broadcast Domestic Services

Radio Taiwan International, which recently announced that
it was closing five foreign language services for overseas lis-
teners, is to start broadcasting to some of the 600,000 foreign
nationals living in Taiwan. Beginning in July, broadcasts will
start for Taiwan in English, Japanese, Indonesian, Vietnamese,
and Thai. These new services are part of a wider reorganization
of public broadcasting in Taiwan, which will also see some fre-
quency reshuffling on the first of July.

CQ Introduces The "CQ DX Field Award"

CQ Amateur Radio magazine announces the introduction of
a new operating award, the "CQ DX Field Award," recognizing
achievements in contacting at least 50 of the world's 324 10x20 -
degree "grid fields." This is the first of three new programs to
be announced by CQ over the next three months, with the goal
of revitalizing ham radio's core activity of DXing, or contact-
ing stations in faraway places.

The CQ DX Field Award is based on the Maidenhead Grid
Locator system, already popular among VHF DXers and con-
testers, in which the world is divided, based on latitude and lon-
gitude, into 324 10x20 -degree "fields" and each field is broken
up into 100 1 x2 -degree "grid squares" or "locators." CQ DX
Awards Manager Billy Williams, N4UF, has calculated that
there are 177 fields with which the active ham stands a pretty
good chance of making a contact, noting that many fields are in
Antarctica, the Arctic, or wholly within oceans.

Williams estimates that a ham who has achieved the basic
levels of the traditional CQ DX Award program and/or the
ARRL's DXCC program-both of which require confirmed
contact with at least 100 DX "entities"-will probably also qual-
ify for the basic CQ DX Field Award level of 50 confirmed
fields. Endorsements will be issued for each additional 50 fields
up to 150, then in increments of 25 fields to a final level of all
324 fields.

Contacts made on or after January 1, 1980 (the year in which
the grid system was adopted for amateur radio use), will count
toward the new award. Complete details and rules can be found
in the April 2005 issue of CQ magazine and posted on the mag-
azine's website at http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com. In addi-
tion, Williams has developed an online cross-reference guide
for converting countries to fields. It's accessible at
http://home.earthlink.net/-bfwillia/gridfieldsx.html.

Italy's Broadcaster RAI To Be
Privatized By Year-end

The state -awned radio and television broadcaster RAI will
be privatized by the end of this year, according to Italian
Economy Minister Domenico Siniscalco, speaking in a parlia-

mentary hearing. He added that the privatization of RAI would
help the current restructuring of the broadcaster and shield it
from "political interference."

The comments came after Italian media speculation that
RAI's planned privatization could be dropped. The government
initially had planned the flotation in the first six months of 2005.
The law reforming the audiovisual sector in Italy, approved in
2004, opens the way to a partial privatization of RAI, the sale
of certain sections of RAI beginning in 2006, and the launch of
multiple digital networks in 2007.

AWR's English Service Moves To
Regional Model

Adventist World Radio's English language service has been
converted from a centralized global service to a local regional-
ized service. The production of English programs had taken
place at AWR's Europe region office in England. Under the new
plan, local studios-primarily in Africa and Asia/Pacific-will
produce their own English programs in areas where there is a
satisfactory level of listener interest. This change is consistent
with the rest of AWR's operations, where programs in all other
languages are produced locally.

The Finnish Broadcasting Company-
YLE Suspending Its DAB Digital

Broadcasting Services

The Finnish Broadcasting Company-YLE is suspending its
DAB digital broadcasting services as commercial operators
have shown no interest in the medium. DAB, Digital Audio
Broadcasting, arrived in Finland in 1997 as an energy -efficient
means of radio transmission. Many channels can be broadcast
within a single matrix and received by a suitable radio. Although
enthusiasm has been great in some European countries, for
example in the United Kingdom, manufacturers have been reluc-
tant to bring cheap mass-produced sets on the market in other
countries. Commercial broadcasters in Finland have shied away
from DAB due to the prohibitive costs of setting up a new radio
distribution network. YLE has offered listeners all its available
channels via DAB in the south of the country, in addition to a
few separate outlets including an all -day spoken word service,
a classical music channel, and two foreign language services:
YLE World and YLE Mondo.

YLE will continue digital radio broadcasts via digital TV and
some broadcasts will be made available via the Internet. The
company will monitor technological developments to determine
what appropriate multimedia distribution technology could
compensate for the demise of DAB. If international develop-
ments, however, lead to the adoption of DAB as a pan-European
distribution standard, YLE says it will retain the means to
resume DAB services.
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