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News, Trends, And Short Takes
APCO Teams Up With Central Station Alarm

To Improve Computer -Aided Dispatch

The Association of Public Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International and the Central Station Alarm
Association (CSAA) have announced that they are joining
forces to develop a product that will be consistently used by
computer -aided dispatch (CAD) vendors and alarm companies
for public safety answering points (PSAPs) to increase effi-
ciency and decrease errors. APCO International established the
CAD to CAD Interconnectivity Project, Project 36, in August
2000 to explore the interconnectivity between different CAD
systems. In August 2004, APCO International encouraged the
expansion and spin-off of Project 36 with the inclusion of voice
and data exchange between PSAPs and Telematics Service
Providers (TSPs) as well as Central Station Alarm Companies.
The APCO International Board of Officers assigned the expand-
ed version of this data exchange development program between
PSAPs, TSPs, and Central Stations to a new Third Party Call
Center Group, which included CSAA. Three beta sites were
selected for the initial test project to conduct tests between
PSAPs and Central Stations over the Internet; they are York
County, Virginia; Palo Alto (California) Police Communi-
cations; and the Port Orange (Florida) Regional Public Safety
Communications Center. As of press time, York County suc-
cessfully completed a data template exchange between the PSAP
CAD and the Central Station's alarm provider.

"It is the intention of APCO International that this joint alarm
project will lead to a standard for all PSAPs who wish to use this
procedure after its proven development," APCO International
president Greg Ballentine said. "Likewise, we would expect
CSAA to provide these results to all its alarm companies for their
use with PSAPs," he continued. The next effort will be to define
data elements that would normally be exchanged with a focus
on the operational impact of the receipt of such data. The effort
will likely follow the pattern of TSPs and Central Stations
through the use of focus groups from private industry and PSAPs
to jointly de \ clop realistic data sharing.

NAC Honors Congressman With
Outstanding Public Service Award

The National Antenna Consortium (NAC) has honored U.S.
Rep Steve Israel (D -NY) with its Outstanding Public Service
Award. NAC executive Director (and 2004 ARRL President's
Award recipient) Gerry Agliata, W2GLA, made the formal pre-
sentation during a ceremony at Israel's Hauppauge, Long Island,
office. On hand to represent the ARRL was New York City -
Long Island Section Manager George Tranos, N2GA. QST"YL
News" editor Diane Ortiz, K2DO, represented the Long Island
Mobile Amateur Radio Club (LIMARC), of which she's imme-
diate past president. CQ Publisher Dick Ross, K2MGA, also
attended. The NAC honored Israel with the first -ever award to
recognize his "introduction of, and sustained advocacy for, leg-
islation to require reasonable regulation of Amateur Radio

Service antennas and related equipment by homeowners' asso-
ciations and/or restrictive covenants (CC&Rs)."

Israel sponsored the Amateur Radio Emergency Communi-
cations Consistency Act, designated HR 1478, to require pri-
vate land -use regulators, such as homeowners' associations, to
"reasonably accommodate" amateur radio antennas consistent
with the PRB-1 limited federal preemption. For more info on
NAC, visit http://www.antenna-consortium.org/.

Japan May Lift Ban On Data
Communications Via Power Lines

Japan plans to launch a debate on lifting a ban on using power
lines for data communications, enabling people to get access to
the Internet at high speed. If the study group finds no technical
problem with the new service, the ministry will move for the
deregulation as early as 2006. Data communications based on
power lines would enable users to build local area networks at
home or to access the Internet and control air conditioners and
other home appliances from remote places. The ministry cur-
rently bans such use of power lines due to concerns that the 2 -
to 30 -MHz frequency spectrum, which is expected to be used
for the new services, may interfere with existing radio services,
such as amateur radio.

Egypt's External Radio Service
Cut To 11 Languages

Radio Cairo, one of the largest international broadcasters in
terms of transmission hours and number of languages, will be
reduced to 11 languages, perhaps as we go to press. Reports of
the imminent reductions have been circulating for months.
English and Spanish would be among the languages retained,
while Turkish and some African languages would be dropped.

Help From All India Radio In
Andaman And Nicobar Islands

Glued to battery -operated radios, Tsunami survivors in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands are getting updates on missing
relatives and aid with the help of All India Radio (AIR). Its trans-
mission center in the Andaman capital of Port Blair has been
relaying messages 16 hours daily to islands where telephone
lines had been washed away when killer waves hit Asia. Hotels,
shops, and taxi drivers are turning their dials to AIR, whose
executives have become regular announcers broadcasting mes-
sages received from around the islands and from the mainland
in several languages. Residents, police, and aid workers fear
10,000 people died across the 500 -plus islands that stretch over
800 kilometers. The Port Blair radio station, near the mouth of
one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, the Straits of Malacca,
is also reaching boats in the region. After listening to AIR broad-
casts in English, a U.S. cargo ship rescued six Indian fishermen
who were lost in international waters. Two female AIR work-
ers, Lalita Tigga and Jaysheela Lakra, and five engineers can
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