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News, Trends, And Short Takes
AWR's English Language Service Moves To

Regional Model

Adventist World Radios English language service will be
converted from a centralized global service to a local regional-
ized service beginning this month. The production of English
programs currently takes place at AWR's Europe office in
England. Under the new plan, local studios-primarily in Africa
and Asia/Pacific-will produce their own English programs in
areas where there is a satisfactory level of listener interest. This
change is consistent with the rest of AWR's operations, where
programs in all other languages are produced locally.

"AWR is primarily supported by the members of the Seventh -
day Adventist Church, and giving has continued to increase year
by year," said AWR president Ben Schoun. "However, many orga-
nizations need to sharpen their focus from time to time in rela-
tion to their core business. This move is a result of a re-exami-
nation of AWR's priorities. It will make us be more consistent
with our mission, which is to reach people groups in their own
languages. In examining our need/cost ratio, we realized that
regional studios are capable of producing English programs
where needed and can do it quite economically. It is our goal to
add broadcasts for our areas of highest need, in languages such
as Arabic and Turkish. As well, we feel that our English programs
will contain more cultural flavor and meaning when created by
local producers."

Some experts indicate that the growth of English as the glob-
al language may be slowing, while other major languages are
becoming more widely used. Other global broadcasters, such as
the BBC and Voice of America, moved to a regionalized model
some years ago. This regionalizing trend also takes into account
the fact that English usage and pronunciation are different in var-
ious areas of the world. AWR's English language service in
England was phased out at the end of 2004, and resources have
shifted to a broader base of broadcast needs. AWR's Africa region
already airs a substantial number of locally produced English pro-
grams, and this service will be enhanced in 2005. New services
will also be developed in the Asia/Pacific region. Beginning this
month, listeners will be invited to write to their local studio at the
address given on the broadcast, instead of the central listener mail
address in London, England.

Said Schoun, "While local studios have produced English pro-
grams in the past, AWR decided to add a global service in 1993.
During this time, our staff has done an outstanding job produc-
ing some favorite programs, such as Network 7 News, Wavescan,
and Bible Answers. We appreciate the dedication and leadership
that our English producers have demonstrated and the excellent
contributions from our international correspondents around the
world." "Wavescan," the English program produced for short-
wave radio hobbyists, will be shifted to a studio location in the
Asia/Pacific region, where the largest DX communities are found.
The international DX program will continue with the participa-
tion of AWR's DX editor, Dr. Adrian Peterson. Contributions
from large radio listener clubs in Japan, India, Bangladesh, and
other locations will be added to the regular content.

Pop'Comm readers might still be able to hear the final edi-
tion of "Wavescan" produced in England, which will be aired
at all usual times and frequencies on Sunday, December 26,

2004. The first program produced in Asia will be broadcast
on Sunday, January 2, 2005. Listeners sending reception
reports and requesting QSL cards will be invited to write to
the new address. "Wavescan" will now be broadcast from
AWR's station KSDA on the island of Guam; the specific
schedule will be announced in advance.

NOAA's National Weather Service And
Space Weather To Merge a

The principal U.S. government agency for providing the pub-
lic and industry with space weather data, information, and fore-
casts, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's
Space Environment Center (SEC) was set to change its report-
ing structure when Congress approved the fiscal year 2005 bud-
get. Activities of the SEC, along with its proposed budget, will
move from under NOAA's research budget and administration
to that of the National Weather Service (NWS), also adminis-
tered by NOAA.

According to the report written by Louis Lanzerotti in the SEC
User Notes: "The move, however is more than a mere change in
the wiring diagram for NOAA's administration. It would appear
that NOAA is becoming more serious in recognizing and appre-
ciating the essential responsibility that it, through the SEC, holds
for supporting the nation's space environment needs."

APCO Expresses Concern Over
FCC VoIP Actions

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International today expressed its concerns with the
FCC action to preempt states from regulating Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) service. The decision, which was sparked by a
petition from Vonage Holdings Corp. seeking federal preemp-
tion on its product DigitalVoice, stated that Internet telephony
service and other IP-enabled services are not subject to tradi-
tional public utility regulations.

On November 2, APCO International sent a letter to the FCC
stating its concerns with the upcoming decision. The letter
expressed the need for states to retain the authority to impose
9-1-1 surcharges on all telephone services that provide access
to 9-1-1. In addition, APCO International stated that state reg-
ulations requiring that VoIP providers offer E9-1-1 capability
should not be preempted.

"While effective national regulation to ensure VoIP/E9-1-1
capability may be preferable to inconsistent state regulation,
states should not be prevented from taking innovative steps to
protect their citizens in the absence of federal action," the let-
ter from APCO International President Greg Ballentine said.
"Rather than preempt states, the Commission should use this
opportunity to take the lead and adopt meaningful rules to
ensure that all interconnected VoIP services provide full E9-
1-1 capability."

"The FCC's decision does not protect public safety's con-
cerns that the quality of E9-1-1 service be maintained,"
Ballentine said, continuing, "APCO International applauds the
Commissioners for recognizing 9-1-1 as an important issue

(Continued on page 56)

www.popular-communications.com February 2005 / POP'COMM / 5


