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News, Trends, And Short Takes
Deepening Disarray Over FCC Nextel Deal
Seen As Opening For Congress To Tackle

Communications Roadblock

Noting that the FCC spectrum give-away to Nextel now is in "seri-
ous trouble" and that the company's foot dragging proves that "the so-
called 'consensus plan' (pushed by Nextel) was never about helping
first responders," the First Response Coalition (http://www.First
ResponseCoalition.org) is urging fire chiefs across the United States
to demand action now by Congress on the interoperability communi-
cations crisis.

The second major appeal to fire chiefs from FRC came in the form
of a joint letter from FRC Coordinator Gene Stilp, who is a volunteer
firefighter, EMT, and vice president of the Dauphin -Middle Paxton
Fire Company #1, in Dauphin, Pennsylvania, and FRC Co -Founder
William Fox, who is a commissioner of the Metropolitan Fire
Association of New York City. The Stilp-Fox letter to U.S. fire chiefs
stated: "It is clear...that the FCC's plan is in serious trouble. Despite
what some have called 'the biggest government give away in history,'
Nextel has delayed accepting the plan and is proving that the so-called
`consensus plan' was never about helping first responders-it is about
advancing their corporate interests. Nextel has turned its back on first
responders as it seeks an additional $700-$800 million dollar wind-
fall for itself in secret meetings behind closed doors. What this means
for first responders on the ground is more talk and no action."

The FRC communication continued: "Those of you who are cling-
ing to the Nextel plan, please think of us as your Rapid Intervention
Team. We are not causing the delay, Nextel is. The company that has
caused the interference is again causing the delay because they want
a bigger bailout from the taxpayers and from the FCC. The time for
delay is over. Let your Senators and Member of Congress know that
it's time to make public safety, first responders and the people we serve
their top priority."

The FRC has underscored its call to action with nearly 50 key
Capitol Hill meetings, including sessions with members of the U.S.
House of Representatives Government Reform Committee, and Select
Committee on Homeland Security and the U.S. Senate Governmental
Affairs Committee.

The FRC (http://www.FirstResponseCoalition.org) consists of cit-
izens, individual first responders, and advocacy groups who are par-
ticularly concerned about first responders having the best possible
communications capabilities. The FRC believes interoperability issues
must be addressed by the FCC or Congress in any plan that reorga-
nizes spectrum and, as a result, will disrupt public safety communica-
tions systems across the country.

Stupak, Experts Urge Leadership, Funding To
Resolve National Communications

Interoperability Crisis

Rep. Bart Stupak (ll-M1), a member of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee and co-chair of the U.S. House Law
Enforcement Caucus, today joined other experts at a New Millennium
Research Council (NMRC) panel presentation in calling on Congress
and the Administration to act now on public safety communications
interoperability issues.

In his remarks, Stupak said: "Despite the creation of the Department
of Homeland Security and grant programs for first responders, fund-
ing for modernizing the communications systems has fallen far short
of the estimated $18 billion that is needed to make the nation's public

safety agencies fully interoperable." He cited as evidence the Bush
Administration's federal budget allocations for first responder com-
munications interoperability in the fiscal years 2004 and 2005, which
amounts to "zero, nothing."

Rep. Stupak said there must be a guaranteed funding stream for
communications grants, and he is pushing legislation to create a com-
munications interoperability trust fund. He called on the
Administration and Congress to provide a long-term plan on how to
make our nation's public safety agencies all interoperable. "Public
safety is not an issue for the Administration and Congress to be drag-
ging its feet," Stupak said. "But here we are three years after 9/11 and
we are still at square one."

The NMRC panel event focused attention on the lack of interop-
erable communications for America's first responders and possible
strategies for overcoming this critical public safety issue that was high-
lighted on 9/11 and has not yet been resolved. "I hope that this debate
furthers a better understanding of the key issues and encourages actions
that will help first responders better communicate to keep our com-
munities safe," said Allen Hepner, executive director of the NMRC.

David Boyd, director, SAFECOM Program Office, Department
of Homeland Security, said there was "incredible costs" associated
with achieving communications interoperability. He cited gateways
as a possible solution between different systems and estimated that
there is currently an installed basae of public safety agency commu-
nications equipment at the local and state level of $50 to $70 billion
that would be difficult and expensive to move. It's not only a tech-
nical issue but one of people and processes, according to William
Jenkins, director, Homeland Security and Justice Issues, Government
Accountability Office. One issue is defining the role of the federal
government and states.

Viktor Mayer-Shoenberger, associate professor of public policy,
Harvard University Kennedy School of Government, noted that there
was a "pattern of history loops" where interoperability issues come
to the surface during disasters but then nothing is done about them
until the next disaster. "We need to get out of that loop and recog-
nize that organizational, technical, and historical problems are
linked," he said. "If some of these problems are addressed others
might fall away," he added.

The NMRC is composed of a network of policy experts who develop
workable, real -world solutions to the issues and challenges confronting
policymakers. Its work has focused primarily in the fields of telecom-
munications and technology. For more information, please visit
http://www.newmillenniumresearch.org.

New 6 -Meter Beacon In Indianapolis

The Legion of Indianapolis DXers recently activated a new 24 -hour
beacon at 50.069 MHz. Located in grid EM69WT in the heart of
Indianapolis, the 12 -watt beacon uses a turnstile antenna (horizontal-
ly polarized) at 70 feet. The message, which repeats at 10 -second inter-
vals, is as follows: "VVV DE W9VW/B W9VW/B EM69WT INDY."
Reception reports are welcome and may be sent to The Legion of
Indianapolis DXers, P.O. Box 18495, Indianapolis, IN 46218 or e -
mailed to Brian at bdsmith@indy.net.

BBC And SLBC Pay Tribute To Broadcaster
Vernon Corea

1111na MOnlia a
The BBC and the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation led tributes

to one of South Asia's outstanding broadcasters, Vernon Corea, on the
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