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News, Trends, And Short Takes
APCO Urges Congressional Action On

Digital TV Transition

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International sent a letter to all members of the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives urging them to take action
now to pass legislation to require broadcasters to vacate those
TV channels that block public safety use of the 700 -MHz band.
The letter notes APCO International's support for the HERO
Act (H.R. 1425), which establishes January 1, 2007, as the date
certain for the clearing of Channels 63, 64, 68, and 69 by broad-
casters. The HERO Act was introduced by Reps. Jane Harman
(D -Calif) and Curt Weldon (R -Penn) in March 2003.

In addition, the letter identifies the most critical parts of inter -
operable communications as clear and defined regional plan-
ning, adequate funding, and training. APCO International notes
that funding for these efforts should be included in any legisla-
tion on this matter.

"APCO International stands ready to help the Administration
and Congress to ensure our first responders have what they need
to respond to terrorist threats," APCO International President
Greg Ballentine states in the letter. "Our members are commit-
ted to making sure our homeland's security is priority number
one," he said.

An Explosive Situation

Bob Leef, well-known React official and GMRS (General
Mobile Radio Service) radio guru, has always been on the front
lines for radio and our great hobby. He recently submitted this
information to Pop 'Comm, which, while technically an opinion
piece, certainly has its news value, so we're printing it here in
"InfoCentral." Bob says,

As radio users, all of us have probably seen the sign CAUTION!
BLASTING AHEAD. NO RADIO TRANSMISSION. Have you
ever wondered whether one mode of two-way radio transmitting is
more apt to trigger explosions than another? Would it be HF, VHF,
UHF, 800 MHz, AM, FM, etc., etc.? What about the relationship of
power and distance? Maybe you have also wondered in recent years
if terrorists can detonate explosives by means of radio frequencies.
And, in very recent times how about cell phones or WiFi from lap-
tops? We should also wonder about the 12 million or so FRS radios
sold every year.

Actually, I have not seen one of those signs in quite some time.
Perhaps this technology has been outdated by some other means of set-
ting off explosives? One authority is the Institute of Makers of
Explosives (IME) in Washington, D.C. Here is part of what they said,
"We have a standard on the subject of RF hazards in relation to
standard electric detonators used in the U.S. See SLP-20 at
http://www.ime.org/store/slps2.asp for details." In continuing, they
state, "From that you will see that RF can be a threat to any electro
explosive device. Generally, the frequency, power, orientation of the
antenna and distance are the most important variables. Again, gener-
ally, lower frequencies, higher powers, and closer distances increase
the threat. Antenna orientation can cause pickup to be 0% to 100%.

IME recommends safe distances for blasting from various RF sources
in SLP-20. There is always a direct contact threat, so IME recommends
5 ft. from the weakest (2 watt or less) handheld radios. For one watt or
less cell phones, we recommend 8 feet".

The manager of technical services states "the problem with an IED
[improvised explosive device] is that you do not know the sensitivity
of the device, unlike commercial blasting where we assume nobody
will have a detonator with a no -fire level below 40 milliwatts. I am
unaware of any standard safe distance for IEDs, and have personally
encouraged the IABTI [International Association of Bomb Technicians
and Investigators] to develop a policy in this area." In conclusion, he
states "for the time being, there must be a balance struck between the
threat of premature initiation from RF and the threat of loss of com-
munications or other impacts from banning RF sources. Just as RF can
present hazards, so can overreaction to that threat. For example, one
must consider how emergency response would be affected if radio com-
munications were banned over a wide area."

This last sentence is thought provoking for me. Just a month ago,
three Saddleback Valley (California) REACT members presented to
teachers at a local Intermediate school a short information program about
types of two-way radios they could use. During our time there I asked
the Assistant Principal what their procedures were in the event of a bomb
threat. One of the things she mentioned was they had been told to stay
off the radio. Does your school/business/public building/agency/etc.
have a plan to communicate effectively in this scenario?

DeLorme Announces Introduction Of
Xmap/GIS Editor Training To FEMA's

National Fire Academy

DeLorme, a leading developer of accessible geospatial
software and data solutions, today announced the successful
introduction of XMap/GIS Editor Training to the curriculum
at FEMA's National Fire Academy. Firefighters and emer-
gency planners from around the nation recently gathered for a
training program that covered the development and creation of
a workable Geographic Information System (GIS) using
XMap/GIS Editor, DeLorme's GIS tool. XMap is DeLorme's
powerful geographic software platform, synthesizing the lat-
est in available data sources into interoperable GIS and GPS
applications for industries and application around the world.
This hands-on training program offered emergency service
personnel an opportunity to take a first step down the path
towards the implementation of a sustainable GIS. Thanks to
the straightforward interface and intuitive tools in XMap/GIS
Editor, attendees quickly developed an understanding of GIS
principles. Using real life scenarios, they also discovered how
those GIS principles apply to emergency management.

Colleen Heilig, Planning and Information Management
Curriculum Training Specialist, said, "Students were very excit-
ed about the GIS technology and this approach to community
preparedness and response planning."

The program included:

 Importing existing data in a variety of formats
 Collecting spatial data using GPS and other technologies

6 / POP'COMM / December 2004 Scan Our Web Site


