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NASB To Add To DRM's North American
Broadcasts Schedule

The Washington, D.C.-based National Association of
Shortwave Broadcasters (NASB), a Digital Radio Mondiale
(DRM) member since 1999, will started sending DRM trans-
missions into North America in July. The NASB programming
will be sent from the Sackville, New Brunswick, transmitter site
of DRM member Radio Canada International/CBC, and will
reach the Eastern United States and Canada. The NASB's mem-
bers are 19 privately owned, U.S. licensed, shortwave radio sta-
tions. Its associate members include non-U.S.-licensed broad-
casters, manufacturers, and others.

DRM broadcasts of the following DRM members are also
available in North America: BBC World Service; Deutsche
Welle; RCI; Radio Netherlands; Swedish Radio International;
and Radio Vaticana. DRM transmissions of China Radio
International, Radio Kuwait, and TDP Radio (a commercial,
dance mix station from Belgium) also reach North America. For
the latest DRM Live Broadcasts Schedule, visit www.drm.org.

NASB will transmit the program "Voice of the NASB" via
shortwave to North America on Saturdays, starting at 17:00
UTC, at 11900 kHz. "Voice of the NASB" is a half-hour vari-
ety series jointly produced by various NASB members and asso-
ciate members. It comprises documentaries, travel reports, mail-
bag programs, religious dramas, music, and station profiles.
NASB has been sending DRM transmissions to Europe since
2003 via the Rampisham, England, transmitter site of DRM
member and NASB associate member VT Communications.

"The success of our DRM broadcasts to Europe via VT
Communications has proven to us beyond any doubt the tremen-
dous capabilities of DRM to transmit programs with FM mono
quality and with no fading, static, or interference," said Jeff
White, outgoing NASB President and Producer of "Voice of the
NASB." "We now look toward our home turf of North America,
and we are delighted to bring DRM programs to listeners in the
U.S. and Canada in the coming months with the help of CBC."

"The NASB broadcasts are a great addition to the growing
range of DRM content available in North America," says DRM
Chairman Peter Senger. "We applaud NASB's participation,
and we invite broadcasters from around the world to join in
providing radio listeners with DRM's superb clarity and excel-
lent reception."

DRM's founding members joined forces in 1998 to create a
digital system for the broadcasting bands below 30 MHz. The
consortium has expanded to include 82 members from 27 coun-
tries. DRM is the world's only non-proprietary, universally stan-
dardized, digital on -air system for mediumwave, shortwave, and
longwave. DRM gives broadcasters the capability to enhance
new or existing audio programs with complementary text and
also enables broadcasters to wrap speech in multiple languages
around a single music stream, extending the reach of existing
audio content.

More than 60 broadcasters worldwide have begun DRM trans-
missions, including international, national, local, commercial,
and public broadcasters. A second -generation DRM consumer
receiver, MAYAH's DRM 2010, is already on the market, with
the launch of a variety of DRM products coming soon. DRM's
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Live Broadcasts Schedule and additional information are at
www.drm.org (English), and the DRM Koordinations - Komitee
Deutschland website (German) is at www.drm-national.de.

From Scotland: Radio Six International
Starts Daily Shortwave Service

Radio Six International has just launched the world's first -
ever regular daily service from Scotland on shortwave for lis-
teners in the United States, Canada, and Western Europe.
They're broadcasting from the facilities of WBCQ ("The
Planet") in Maine, on 5105 kHz between 2300 and 2400 UTC.

Strike At Pan-African Broadcaster
Africa Number 1

The personnel of Pan-African broadcaster Africa Number 1,
based in Libreville, Gabon, started an unlimited strike on July
15. All categories of the staff-journalists, technicians, admin-
istrative-are taking part in the action. According to the presi-
dent of the Trade Union of Africa Number 1, Jean-Claude
Miyindou, the personnel went on strike because the negotiations
begun on July 2 had reached deadlock.

A minimal service made up of some news bulletins was set
up, but all the normal programs were suspended, affecting the
relays of Radio France International and NHK-Radio Japan.
As we go to press we're told that the management and per-
sonnel have reached an agreement to end the strike. Assistant
General Manager of the station Michel Koumbagoye said that
management has agreed to all the points raised by the strikers.
The trade unions and the management were due to sign a doc-
ument in front of Gabonese Prime Minister Jean -Francois
Ntoutoume Emane.

APCO Launches Call To Action

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International has launched a Call to Action on Voice
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) Enhanced 9-1-1 (E9-1-1) asking
members of the public safety communications community to
help ensure that the needs and concerns of our telecommunica-
tors and their agencies are considered in future congressional
action on this issue.

In April, Rep. Charles Pickering (R -Miss.) and Sen. John
Sununu (R -NH) introduced the "VoIP Regulatory Freedom Act
of 2004" in their respective chambers. As stated in the text of
the bill, the purpose of the Act is "to provide a clear and unam-
biguous structure for the jurisdictional and regulatory treatment
for the offering or provision of Voice over Internet Protocol
applications, and for other purposes." In its current form, the
bill provides for the establishment of "voluntary" standards for
VoIP E9-1-1 services. The absence of any form of regulatory
framework would allow VoIP providers to choose to simply noti-
fy their customers that they will not have traditional 9-1-1 ser-
vices. The rapid proliferation of this new technology under these
circumstances could create an immeasurable step backward for
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