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Uniden Releases
PC Scanner Control Protocol

Paul Opitz, Product Manager for Uniden Corporation of
America, tells us that in response to requests from the scanning
community, Uniden has released the PC scanner control proto-
col for the free use of hobbyists and third -party software devel-
opers. This information should help to spur continuing innova-
tion and growth in the scanner market, by expanding the
integration of Uniden's scanner models into hobbies, public
safety, media, and other specialty markets. This protocol is being
released on an as -is basis, with no technical support provided.
Users needing more information about using the protocol are
encouraged to participate in any of several hobbies on-line
forums available for the discussion of scanner technology.

The protocol is available immediately from the download sec-
tion of Uniden's website at http://www.uniden.com for the fol-
lowing models: BC245XLT, BCT8, BC780XLT, BC895XLT,
BC250D, BC785D, BC296D, and BC796D.

Some PA Call Boxes Are History

Chalk it up to a sign of the times. Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation officials have begun phasing out roadside call
boxes that were originally installed in 1999 on Interstate 81 in
Luzerne and Schuylkill Counties. The reason for removing the
102 call boxes: cell phone popularity.

Only 130 calls were logged last year on the 51 -mile stretch
of 1-81 and maintaining the call box system requires $119,000
annually, which works out to about $1,000 for each call!
Officials say the money could be used in other areas, including
road improvement and maintenance.

Will The EU Go To Court Over
U.S. Anti -Terror Agreement?

The European Parliament has threatened a court challenge
over a planned EU-U.S. anti -terror agreement to secure the per-
sonal data of airline passengers. In early spring the EU's par-
liament condemned the plan fearing a weakening of civil liber-
ties. Meanwhile, Washington continues to say it needs the
personal data to prevent terrorism.

EU lawmakers say that unlike passport information, the per-
sonal data collected by airlines are not checked for accuracy; in
the event of problems, travelers can be subject to lengthy ques-
tioning or even arrest. Liberal Democrat Graham Watson said,
"We share the commitment of the United States to fighting ter-
rorism, but we will not ride roughshod over the privacy rights
of Europeans in this fight."

APCO Applauds The FCC

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International has applauded the FCC for its leadership
with wireless Enhanced 911 (E911) regarding the third meet-
ing of the Wireless E911 Coordination Initiative held recently
at FCC Headquarters.

The first and second meetings, held in April and October 2003,
respectively, brought together key wireless industry experts,
national, state, and local government officials, and the public
safety community to discuss the findings of the Hatfield Report
and the new issues that have arisen since. (The Hatfield Report
was initiated by the FCC in an effort to bring all wireless carri-
ers and manufacturers into the E911 loop. Dale Hatfield, a for-
mer FCC bureau chief, conducted an inquiry into the technical
and deployment problems associated with E911. His report was
released on October 15.) This current meeting reconvenes the
previous participants to update the stakeholders and identify the
issues that still need to be addressed.

APCO International staff and members participated in the
Wireless E911 Coordination Initiative. APCO International
Director of 911 Services and Communications Center
Operations William C. Cade participated on the "Status of E911
Initiatives" panel discussing the activities of Project LOCATE
(Locating Our Citizens At Times Of Emergency). Cade also par-
ticipated on the "Public/Private Partnerships in the E911 Setting:
Achieving Results in the Absence of Regulation" panel, updat-
ing attendees on the progress of the Public Safety Foundation
of America with APCO International Telematics Task Force
Chair Chris Fischer. In addition, Col. Walter Way, Johnson
County (KS) Sheriff's Department, participated on the
"Coordination Issues Among Stakeholders: Meeting
Regulatory Obligations" panel, and Jim Beutelspacher,
Minnesota State 911 Program Manager, participated in the
"Next Steps for Multi -Line Telephone Systems" panel.

"We are thankful that the FCC has created this forum for us
to discuss the issues our members face on a daily basis," APCO
International President Vincent Stile said. "We applaud the FCC
for their continuing efforts to help make wireless E911 a cer-
tainty for this nation."

North Korean Defectors In South Korea
Plan Internet Radio

North Korean defectors in South Korea will establish an
Internet radio station focusing on Pyongyang's infringement of
human rights, a step aimed at raising awareness of their fellow
North Koreans on the issue. Service was scheduled to begin by
early May. It will be operated out of an office in Seoul, which
was set up with 30 million Won ($25,500) donated by defec-
tors. The station may also sell its contents to the Voice of
America and Radio Free Asia, and will pursue shortwave broad-
casting for people in North Korea as well.

Listeners will be able to access the station through its web -
site at http://www.freenk.com/.

Burmese Opposition Radio To Change
Morning Broadcast Frequency

The Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) morning programs,
usually broadcast in the shortwave 49 -meter band, have
switched to the 31 -meter band on 9435 MHz. Don't forget to
report your reception of the station to Gerry Dexter's "Global
Information Guide." See his column for details.
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