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FCC Commissioner Abernathy Apologizes For Comments
The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) reports that FCC

Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy has expressed regrets
over her remarks in a fall speech about BPL (Broadband Over

Powerline). Her office said, "We regret that the Commissioner's
remarks may have been interpreted as suggesting an absence of con-
cern over harmful interference," said her Senior Legal Adviser
Matthew Brill. He said that Abernathy is "keenly interested" in see-
ing multiple broadband platforms develop, but that she didn't intend
to suggest that BPL "necessarily will emerge as a viable platform or
that it does not present interference issues."

You'll recall that Abernathy embraced BPL, suggesting it was a step
toward "Broadband Nirvana." Brill told the ARRL that "ensuring that
BPL and all new technologies avoid causing harmful interference to
licensed RF users is a bedrock position for Commissioner Abernathy."
He issued similar responses to several hams who complained follow-
ing her speech to the UPC (United Powerline Council) in September.

ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ, is delighted.
He said, "Commissioner Abernathy's affirmation of this important prin-
ciple as a 'bedrock position' is most welcome and reassuring news."

Fact is, harmful interference from BPL test sites has been found and
documented, which, Sumner said, confirmed "that our original con-
cerns were well founded."

AWR's New Relay,And AWR In Digital Mode!

In addition to the usual seasonal changes in scheduling for the new
transmission period, Adventist World Radio is also beginning the
relay of new programming to a new area. AWR is now heard in
Spanish, broadcasting to the Americas for a two-hour daily block via
the Radio Netherlands relay station on the island of Bonaire. This
new program will be heard from 2300 to 0100 UTC on 6165 kHz.

Adventist World Radio has announced that specially endorsed QSL
cards will be issued from the Indianapolis address for their first broad-
cast on shortwave in the digital mode. This broadcast will also be
heard in the analog mode in a series of special broadcasts from Radio
Miami International WRMI, in Miami, Florida.

"There are 25 privately owned shortwave stations in the United
States, 18 of which are members of NASB, the National Association
of Shortwave Broadcasters," states NASB President, Jeff White. Jeff
is also the General Manager of the commercial shortwave station
WRMI. He states that NASB is commencing a special series of test
broadcasts in the digital mode in cooperation with the European -based
DRM (Digital Radio Mondiale).

NASB in the United States was formed in 1990 and joined the
European DRM in 1999, just one year after DRM was formed. Shortwave
broadcasts in the digital mode were officially launched on June 16, 2003,
and since then more than 25 shortwave stations have been on the air
with digital transmissions.

The NASB digital broadcasts will be on the air from a VT Merlin
transmitter, located at Rampisham in England. These broadcasts will
be beamed primarily to Europe and will be on the air each Sunday at
1330 to 1400 UTC on 9785 kHz.

This digital series of shortwave broadcasts will began on Sunday,
October 26, and will run through March 28, 2004. This series of pro-
grams is under the general title, the "Voice of NASB," and the pro-
gram each week will be produced by a different station. Throughout
the 23 -week series of digital broadcasts, each of the shortwave sta-
tions and organizations that form the NASB will receive their turn to
present a program.

The opening broadcast on October 26 was a special edition of the
global DX program, "Wavescan," from Adventist World Radio. AWR
was first in the alphabetical list; their news release said, "We count it
an honor to present the first program."

Each week, station WRMI will also broadcast the same digital pro-
gram in analog mode and these programs will be heard on 7385 kHz
at 0330 to 0400 UTC on Sunday (which is Saturday evening in North
America).

These special broadcasts from the North American shortwave sta-
tions over WRMI will provide a unique once -in -a -lifetime opportu-
nity for shortwave listeners, international radio monitors, and DXers
to obtain QSL cards verifying these relay transmissions. In addition,
NASB will offer a special QSL card to confirm both the analog and
digital versions of the broadcasts. These cards will be available from
Box 526 852, Miami, Florida 33152.

Adventist World Radio also honored the initial broadcast on
October 26 with a special endorsement on a new QSL card. If you lis-
ten to the digital broadcast on an analog receiver, they would like to
know the reception conditions, including the width of the digital sig-
nal in your radio receiver.

The schedule of digital radio broadcasts from NASB is:

Digital Mode-Each Sunday at 1330 to 1400 UTC on 9785 kHz
from Rampisham, England; began Sunday, October 26, and extends to
March 28, 2004 (AWR program on 1st date only).

Digital Program in Analog Mode-Each Saturday evening
(Sunday UTC) from 0330 to 0400 UTC on 7385 kHz; began Sunday,
October 26, and extends to March 28, 2004 (AWR program on 1st
date only).

APCO Applauds 9-1-1 Legislation

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials
(APCO) International has applauded the House of Representatives for
its approval of the "E9-1-1 Implementation Act of 2003."

"The bill will authorize a critical source of funding to help state
and local governments implement technology to locate 9-1-1 emer-
gency calls from wireless telephones," said APCO President,
Vincent R. Stile. "We hope the Senate will follow shortly with its
version of the bill, and that funds will soon be appropriated for this
vital public safety function."

FCC regulations currently require wireless telephone companies to
implement technology to locate 9-1-1 calls. However, state and local
government emergency communications centers, known as public safe-
ty answering points, or PSAPs, also must upgrade their operations to
receive and process that information. Unfortunately, many jurisdictions
lack the resources to make those upgrades.

"The legislation passed in the House will establish a modest, but
critical source of funding for this life-saving technology," Stile noted.
Importantly, such federal funds would not be available to states
that divert to other purposes 9-1-1 fees intended to support PSAP
operations.

The Association of Public -Safety Communications Officials -
International, Inc., is the world's oldest and largest not -for-profit pro-
fessional organization dedicated to the enhancement of public safety
communications. With more than 16,000 members worldwide, APCO
International exists to serve the people who manage, operate, main-
tain, and supply the communications systems used to safeguard the
lives and property of citizens everywhere.
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