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last few minutes, with the gas trickling 
through the carburetor like the final 

drops from a bleeding heart, cool heads 

threw cold science to the winds. A low 

cloud may have been taken for the island, 

or as indicating its presence, and the 

course changed for that will- o'- t:le -v is;', 

thus complicating the dead reckoning and 

contributing to the ultimate error. 

THUS mystery piles upon 

mystery and we come to those radio mes- 

sages reported subsequent to the last au- 

thentic report at 8:44. Why no further 
word was heard from Earhart before 
putting the plane down is just another 
mystery. Other things being all right, 
she would have had time for a final 

message notifying the Itasca that she was 

out of gas and coming down -or at least 
for a brief and equally significant SOS. 
The unhappy answer seems to be that 
she was flying low, searching for the 
island -and flew into the sea. If she 

did, the crack -up would have been com- 

plete -and mercifully instant. 
I f she had time to bring the plane 

down under control -but no time to 
spare for even an SOS -several things 
might have happened. Putting a fast 
land -plane down on water, the chances 
are that disaster resulted, with wings and 
gas tanks tearing off and quick sub- 
mergence. Water is as hard as steel 
when you hit it at one hundred miles an 

hour. With plenty of skill and better 
luck, the plane would have instantly 
turned over, but might have floated for 
some hours. With all the skill and luck 
in the world, if she stalled in and pan- 
caked on top of a wave. It is possible 
that no one would have been hurt and the 
plane would float until broken up by the 
sea. However, it would immediately 
nose over, with the engines and cockpit 
submerged, and only the tail and the 
rear part of the fuselage above water. 
In such a case it is doubtful if the plane 
could have ridden out the severe storm 
of the following day. 

This is assuming that the plane cam( 
down on water. Undoubtedly it did - 
for every possible island was scrutinized 
in the course of the ensuing search. 

The radio control equipment was in 

the cockpit -located in the nose of the 
ship or at least so far forward that it 
would have been instantly submerged no 

matter how skillfully the plane was put 
down on water. The radio control 
equipment is shown in the accompanying 
photo. This was also published in the 
New York Herald- Tribune, and the 
caption which accompanied it- "Other 
radio equipment is seen just to the left 
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of and through the lower part of the 
steering wheel " -is typical of the ac- 
curacy with which the newspapers 
handled the whole affair. The wheel is 

not a steering wheel, but an aileron con- 
trol. Airplanes are not steered with a 

wheel like an automobile, but with foot 
pedals or a rudder bar. 

It thus follows logically that no sig- 
nals were transmitted from the Earhart 
plane after 8:44 the morning of her last 
contact with the Itasca. What of the 
literally hundreds of radio messages re- 
ported? They were nothing but fakes - 
gruesome, pathological fakes -of two dif- 
ferent types. 

Many reports from amateurs and engi- 
neers were undoubtedly authentic so far 
as reception was concerned. The sin- 
cerity and reputation of those who re- 
ceived them are beyond question. But 
the messages were transmitted by some- 
one other than Miss Earhart or Noonan. 
Were the circumstances less tragic, it 

would be termed a hoax. As it is, it 
presents a form of psychopathology, 
closely related to the mental status of 

persons who turn in false fire alarms, 
pyromaniacs and the criminally insane 
who wreck trains. 

On the other hand many messages 
were reported to have been received that 
existed nowhere other than in the de- 
luded minds of those who claimed to have 
snatched them from the air! These 
again are pathological cases, evidence of 

frustration complexes and closely akin 
to paranoia. Such people do foolish 
things for publicity -write threatening 
letters, crank letters, supply false infor- 
mation in reference to crimes, and often 
admit committing a crime with which 
they have had no connection whatsoever. 

From Icarus to Earhart and Noonan - 
happy landings! 

WIDE -RANGE MUSIC 
(Continued from page 457) 

tra are really effective with expansion. 
But most effective are the results ob- 

tained on symphonic recordings where 
the music appears to take on a third di- 

mension -the contrast of varying volume 
levels. 

Expansion may also he used to good 
effect on radio reproduction. The really 
wide volume level between, for instance, 
a flute solo and the full ensemble in a 

symphonic organization, should be de- 
cidedly effective. The control permits 
instant adjustment to suit the listeners' 
ta.,te. 

(To be continued) 

YAXLEY 
Cable 

Connectors 
Don't spend minutes of val- 
uable time tracing wiring to 
find "which wire goes to 
what" when connecting 
your receiver to its power 
supply. 
Don't take chances on 
burning out valuable equip- 
ment by making incorrect 
connections between the 
chassis of your rack and 
panel transmitter or P. A. 
system. Save time and 
effort when hooking -up 
your portable equipment. 
Use Yaxley Cable Connectors 
for the instant connecting 
or disconnecting of any ap- 
paratus.The receptacles and 
plugs are polarized to pre- 
vent incorrect insertion. 
Available in both 7 -wire and 
12 -wire types, complete with 
cable or separately as de- 
sired. The prices are reason- 
able. Ask your distributor to 
show you Yaxley Cable Con - 
nectors-or write for details. 

P. R. MALLORY & CO., Inc. 
INDIANAPOLIS INDIANA 

Cable Address - PELMALLO 
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