
CoUNTRY 
ALBUM PICKS 

HAVE YOU NEVER BEEN MELLOW 
OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN-MCA MCA -2133 

Pretty young vocalist puts together a super 
album of countrypolitan sounds. Soft, 
breathy voice stands out on "Water Un- 
der the Bridge," "Goodbye Again," "The 
Air That I Breathe" and "Follow Me." Not 
a bad cut here-and an album you'll lis- 
ten to time and again. 

IT WAS ALWAYS SO EASY (TO FIND AN 
UNHAPPY WOMAN) 

MOE ISANDY-GRC GA 10007 

The King of the honky tonk sound puts 
out an album that every beer drinker will 
buy. Winning cuts include "Don't Anyone 
Make Love At Home Anymore," "One 
Thing Leads To Another" and "It's Better 
Than Going Home Alone." 

I GOT A LOT OF HURTIN' DONE TODAY 
CONNIE SMITH-Columbia KC 33375 

The pretty Miss Smith has acres of talent, 
and her singing gets better all the time. 
Country Connie hits with the old classic 
"Searchin'," "Sunshine Blue," "Why Don't 
You Love Me," "I've Got My Baby On My 
Mind" and the title cut. 

Price -Valentine Tie 

Aided by Myrrh Promo 
WACO, Texas-Myrrh Records 

has initiated an extensive promo- 
tion campaign tieing -in with the 
upcoming Valentine's Day holi- 
day and Ray Price's new single, 
"Roses and Love Songs," from 
the album, "Like Old Times 
Again." 

According to Bill Hearn, Myrrh's 
director of a&r and promotion, 
many radio stations across the 
country have, in addition, created 
their own promotions tieing -in 
with the "Roses" love theme and 
the upcoming Valentine's Day 
holiday. Hearn reports that vari- 
ous stations are running contests 
with the winners being judged on 
the most original Valentine, love 
letters, and sound of voice. Some 
of the winners will receive a long 
stem rose everyday through 
Valentine's Day; rosebuds for a 

week; and a dozen roses for three 
consecutive days. 

Stations 
Hearn reports that major sta- 

tions that have already started 
their own contests include, 
among others: K000, Omaha; 
WRIE, Indianapolis; KIKK, Hous- 
ton; KJJJ, Phoenix; WWOK, Mi- 
ami; WEET, Richmond; WYNA, 
Raleigh; WMC, Memphis; KTOK, 
Oklahoma City; and WJJD, Chi- 
cago, 

Opry Appearance 
Set for Walmsley 

NASHVILLE - Jon Walmsley, 
who portrays the second oldest 
son, Jason, on "The Waltons" 
each week, comes to Nashville 
Saturday, Feb. 15 for an appear- 
ance on the Grand Ole Opry. 

Guitar, Songwriting 

In addition to acting, Walmsley 
has added guitar playing and 
songwriting to his other musical 
attributes. An example of his writ- 
ing ability will be featured on the 
Thursday, Feb. 20 episode of 
"The Waltons," entitled "The 
Song." 

Deaton Signs Smith 
NASHVILLE - Carl Smith, hav- 

ing signed with Hickory Records, 
Inc., has now signed an exclusive 
booking agreement with the Billy 
Deaton Talent Agency. Smith will 
now devote full time to his re- 
cording and personal appear- 
ances. 

Promo Tour 

Smith is now on promotion 
tour with Hickory executive Joe 
Lucas, having departed Nashville 
February 2 going into Atlanta, 
New Orleans, Baton Rouge, 
Houston, San Antonio, Austin, 
and Dallas -Fort Worth. 

Nashville Report (Continued from page 56) 

cousin of singer -writer Hoyt Axton. Cousin David is only 33 and a 
nephew of Hoyt's mom, the near legendary Mae Boren Axton. 

I wish tipsters would please quit whispering to me what actually 
is ailing Elvis Presley. Especially when they know I have no way of 
checking out the reports and rumors. My original report on EP was 
that he had stomach ulcers. I was close. The Memphis docs treating 
him say he has a "twisted colon." 

Narvel Felts warming up in Nashville after a week's engagement 
in Anchorage, Alaska. "Up there, when the temperature gets up to 
zero at night, the natives call it a 'warm spell,' " quips Felts ... It's 
hardly a coincidence that former Beatle Paul McCartney's single of 
"Sally G" (on flip side of "Junior's Farm") refers to Nashville and its 
well known nitery strip Printers Alley. McCartney wrote and recorded 
the song here during six weeks visit last Summer. 

Faron Young accepted an invitation to participate in the Jackie 
Gleason golf tournament at Inverrary, Fla., Feb. 25-26. Faron also cut 
a commercial for Schlitz. The Young'un travels the jingles gamut- 
spiels for headache powder and beer. 

Dick Hitt reports that Ray Trotta, Dallas trumpet player and band- 
leader-still blowing strong at 78-wrote a gospel song, "Don't wait 
for Sunday to Pray," and Ray Price recorded it for Myrrh label. 

Loretta Lynn's gift on her silver wedding anniversary from hubby 
Mooney-they were wed when she was 14-was a silver Jaguar. 
Loretta, who always vowed to "leave the driving to others," is now 
learning how to drive a stick shift . . . Yeah, but does she have 
a license??? 

Jerry Lee Lewis must be taking his career more seriously. Last 
weekend, prior to an appearance in Chattanooga, he received a tele- 
phone threat, but went on with the show, although heavier security 
measures were taken. "Even if it's not a prank," Lewis said, "those 
folks came to see show-and they're gonna get one." 

Jan Stark recorded (for Johnny Denny's JED label) a song with a 
how -true-to-life title: "You Only Call Me Up When You're Drinking." 
It was co -written by Marijohn Wilkins and Mel Tillis . . .Charlie 
Rich is to be the honorary starter for 17th annual Daytona 500 
Winston Cup stock car race Sunday, Feb. 16 at Daytona Beach. 

Tennessee Ernie Ford is recording his 63rd Ip for Capitol. He's 
been with label 26 years. 

Didja know that the Statler Brothers (Don Reid, Harold Reid, Lew 
DeWitt and Phil Balsey) were once known as the Kingsmen. Year was 
1960 when they started their career. 

They changed their name to Statler in 1963, taking it from box of 
tissue in a hotel. "We might have been known as the 'Kleenex 
Brothers'," laughs Don, cleanly. 

Birthdaying-Jack Ripley, Jay Lee Webb, Tennessee Ernie Ford, 
Chickie Williams, Jim McReynolds, Hank Locklin, Wally Fowler, Jimmy 
Wakely, Johnny Bush, Billy Byrd. 

Comedian -writer Jack Ripley, 6143 Case Ave., Grand Blanc, Mich. 
48439 (Bigfoot Music), has been on the ailing list for six months, but 
reports he'll be able to return to work next month. Would appreciate 
hearing from friends and neighbors. 

Marketing Marilyn 

Mega Records execs Ed Hamilton (left), director of promotion, and label president 
Dave Bell (seated center), meet with independent producer Jim Malloy (standing 
center) and independent consultant to the label Len Levy (far right) to map out the 
strategy for a massive, multi -level campaign on behalf of Marilyn Sellars' single 
"He's Everywhere." The disc follows Ms. Sellars' album, "One Day At A Time," and 
her single of the title tune. 
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