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Vanguard package. Vanguard's 
Buffy Sainte-Marie has already 
been there for her "I'm Gonna 
Be a Country Girl Again." And 
also Vanguard's Ian and Sylvia 
have released "Nashville." 

What these artists and 
others like Epic's "West," 
LHI's unfortunately disbanded 
International Submarine Band, 
Capitol's The Band and Atco's 
Buffalo Springfield seem to be 
seeking is an unfettered re- 
turn to a music removed from 
the growing and frequently 
stymying complexities of much 
of contemporary rock. They 
want as simpler, seemingly 
more basic musical foundation 
to build their work on. 

The reaction is fairly logical. 
The irony is, however, that 

modern country music itself is 
under -going a high -geared so- 
phistication through the in- 
creasingly-literary, even cere- 
bral works of John Hartford, 
Curly Putman, Merle Haggard, 
Bobby Goldsboro, Bobby Russell 
and Buzz Cason and others. 

Songs like "Gentle on My 
Mind" are becoming the hall- 
marks of the new country 
sound, far removed from the 
simplistic, steel guitar under- 
scored music the folk-rock ex- 
ponents are pursuing. 

Two Styles 
What this means is that art- 

ists are looking to Nashville 
f o r two entirely different 
things these days-the old sim- 
plicity and the new sophisti- 
cation. While Joan Baez goes 
to Nashville to get a steel gui- 
tar, Frank Sinatra goes (or is 
going) for a new song with a 
mature twist. 

This means that the Nash- 
ville performer who fought the 
hillbilly label for the past dec- 
ade is being looked to by the 
rock groups as the embodi- 
ment of an authentic, vener- 
able American musical heri- 
tage. Now he is expected to be 
down home on one date and 
"countrypolitan" on the next. 
Such shizop'hrenia may be 
present, but, it certainly can 
be nothing less than a big 
boon to music city and also a 
boon to the old and new Nash- 
ville style. The rock groups 
are pressing attention on 
old country/western with re- 
spect and the country and pop 
(including r/b) artists racing in- 
to Nashville studios are bring- 
ing a sharp focus on the im- 
portance of the new Nashville 
song and sound. 

With the criss-crossing of 
these trends country music is 
undeniably having one of its 
peak periods. 
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Archies Come 

To Tube, Wax 
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two new tunes on each TV seg- 
ment every week. 

The Archies first album, 
which will be released in the 
near future, will include both 
"Bang Shang A Lang" and 
"Truck Driver." 

The RCA Records "Archie 
Campaign" has already been 
thrown into fullswing with a 
series of teaser mailings to 
deejays, distributors and mem- 
bers of the press of Archie 
comic books, as well as of in- 
dividual pieces of artwork of 
the Archie characters cap- 
tioned with the words of the 
theme song of the TV show, 
"Everything's Archie." 

The single's release will be 
announced in the trade press 
in a two-color two page spread. 
The single, which will ship in 
a four-color sleeve, will be 
mailed with a title strip to one- 
s t o p s and coin operators 
throughout the country. 

Distributor record managers, 
field men and promotion men 
will receive individual personal 
letters from Don Kirshner giv- 
ing the background of the "Ar- 
chie" music. 

Consumer Ads 

Consumer advertising of the 
Archie product will include TV 
Guide, Eye Magazine, Go Mag- 
azine and Archie comic books 
as well as various other teen - 
oriented publications. Ad mats 
in various sizes and point -of - 
sale material including two 
color streamers; four color Ar- 
chie window displays "Every- 
thing's Archie" decals; stickers, 
buttons and balloons of the Ar- 
chie characters; as well as 20- 
30- and 60 -second radio com- 
mercials will all be made avail- 
able for use at the local level. 
A unique and extensive press 
and promotion kit will also be 
mailed to deejays and review- 
ers and will include, among 
other things, a biography of 
Archie. 

A radio station Archie look - 
alike contest is being planned, 
and a special airplane promo- 
tion has been scheduled for the 
Labor Day weekend, when the 
"Everything's Archie" theme 
will be flown over beaches in 
the New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles and Miami areas. Dur- 
ing the months of August and 
September all RCA locations 
will use a special "Everything's 
Archie" postage slug on all 
mail. 

A press/dealer reception will 
be held to coincide with the 
debut of the television show. 
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WORKIN' ON A GROOVY THING 

PATTI DREW-Capitol (S)T 2855. 
Gal is "Workin' on a Groovy Thing." 

In fact, she's working on a number of 
groovy things on this package of 
rhythm and blues. Songs include "I'm 
Indestructi'b'le," "Tears," "Didn't We," 
"Sentimental Reasons (You Send Me)." 

**** 
I KNOW HOW IT FEELS TO BE 'LON'ELY 

MORGANA KING-Verve V6-5061. 
Special taste, Morgana King, seems 

to be gathering a cult that seems to be 
becoming most of the world. Her high- 
pitched chanting has Sinatra in thrall 
and most of the nation's deejays. Here 
she trills "Sunshine Superman," "Did- 
n't We?," "Eleanor Rigby." 

**** 
SOUTHWIND 

Venture VTS 4002. 
These guys, who look like surfers 

who have set aside their boards for the 
recording studio, are endorsed on the 
liner notes by Tom Donahue, the West 
coast underground music guru. "You 
Been on My Mind" and others of that 
ilk. **** 

WILD IN THE STREETS 

THE ARROWS-Tower (S)T 5139. 
The Mann -Weil music for the hor- 

rifying "Wild in the Streets" is inter- 
preted with a great amount of grit by 
Davie Allan and the Arrows. This rock 
band is picking up career steam and 
their packages always sail. This is no 
exception. 

**** 
LOOK AHEAD 

PAT BOONE-Dot OLP 3876; DLP 25876. 
Pat is out wandering a comfortable 

country road on this new album. The 
easy likes of "Gonna Find Me Blue- 
bird," "Baby," "I Feel Like Cryin'." 
Anita Kerr took over the production 
reins on this Nashville return trip. 

**** 
CLOSING THE GAP 

THE MYSTIC MONKS-Ranwood R 8032. 
Anita Kerr is the guiding force be- 

hind this package. What it is is swung 
versions of classical themes. This kind 
of thing is the kind of thing that 
catches on. Beethoven, Bach, and De- 
bussy are among the masters done Kerr 
unto. 

* * * * 

HOW SWEET IT IS! 

SOUNDTRACK-RCA Victor 
LPM/LSP 4037. 

Jim Webb was pressed into service 
to write two songs for this soundtrack. 
His contributions were the piquant, 
pointed "Montage" and the title song. 
Pat Williams wrote the rest of the 
lovely music and his work shouldn't 
and won't be overlooked. Nice package. 
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