
Musictown Subsid 
Formed by Chart 

NASHVILLE-Fast-growing 
Chart Records, which just last 
week marked its fourth anni- 
versary, has given birth to its 
second subsidiary label, Music - 
town Records. 

Chart ramrod Slim William- 
son launched the new diskery 
with the single release by a 
member of the family, his ad- 
ministrative assistant Joe Gib- 
son. 

On Active List 
Gibson's "Lonely Hearts 

Club" and "Jemima (What 
Took You So Long)" disk 
places Musictown on the active 
list alongside Great Records 
which is also distributed by 
Chart's independent distribu- 
tion network. 

The new label, according to 
Williamson, will be a sounding 
board for new talent. Connie 
Eaton's "Davy Jones' Locker" 
and "A Million Shades of Blue" 
is Musictown's second release. 

Veteran Williams 

Retains Lamb Corp. 
NASHVILLE-Doc Williams, 

33 -year C&W performing vet 
with the WWVA Wheeling 
Jamboree who is quite a pro- 
motional and publicity man 
himself, has announced that 
the Charlie Lamb Corp. has 
been retained to general all 
promo and publicity campaigns 
for the entire Williams opera- 
tion. 

Williams' show biz world in- 
cludes a music publishing firm, 
a specialized mail order guitar 
course, Wheeling Records and 
the family's performing role. 

Daughter Recording on 
Wheeling Label 

Hardly before the Lamb pro- 
motional guns had been hired 
by Williams, his family had 
crossed over into a new facet- 
the recording career of daugh- 
ter Karen McKenzie. She has 
a Wheeling Records release in 
the works following here ini- 
tial recording session at Co- 
lumbia Studios in Nashville 
recently. 

Doc Williams and Chickie 
debuted on the WWVA Jambo- 
ree in 1937. Soon afterwards, 
Chickie became the first artist 
to record "Beyond the Sunset." 

There are two other daugh- 
ters in addition to Karen. All 
three performed with the Doc 
Williams and Chickie troupe 
under the kid -names of Peeper, 
Poochie and Punkin. 

Starday Swings 
At Rack Meet 

Dressed in Western attire 
from the top of their 10 -gallon 
hats to the tip of their cow- 
boy boots, including hip -hug - 
gin' six-shooters loaded for 
"sales action," Starday's Gen- 
eral Manager Hal Neely and 
Marketing VP Col. Jim Wilson 
were active participants at the 
recent NARM convention in 
Hollywood, Fla. 

Rack merchandisers were 
treated to a pouch of stereo - 
flavored country Cream tobac- 
co, raised at Starday's Five 
Coves Farm, corn -cob pipes and 
a bottle of Jack Daniel Sippin' 
Whiskey to encourage a relax - 
in' during the person -to -person 
conferences where the Starday 
Countrypolitan "Hot Line" 
was presented, 

Special sales emphasis was 
placed on two new albums, 
"The Country Side of Bonnie 
and Clyde" and "Songs and 
Sounds From The Bonnie and 
Clyde Era." Both albums con- 
tain the original Flatt and 
Scruggs recording of "Foggy 
Mountain Breakdown," theme 
song of the Oscar -nominated 
Bonnie and Clyde movie, while 
the latter also contains Col. 
Jimmie Skinner's recording of 
"The Story of Bonnie and 
Clyde," based on the original 
poem by Bonnie Parker used 
in the movie. 

Cajola on Tour 
Guitarist Al Caiola, star of 

United Artists Records, is cur- 
rently on a nation-wide promo 
tour in connection wit his new 
single, "Scalphunters Theme." 
An LP, "The Best of Al Cajola, 
Volume II," just released, is also 
among the hottest new album 
entries of the moment. 

Award to Eddy 

At NARM's 10th Annual Conven- 
tion held recently in Hollywood, 
Fla., the regular membership voted 
Eddy Arnold the Best -Selling Male 
Country Artist for 1967. At Eddy's 
concert held in Carnegie Hall on 
March 23, Norman Racusin (left), 
VP and General Manager, RCA 
Record Division, and Harry Jen- 
kins (right), Division VP Record 
Operations at RCA, presented 
Eddy with the plaque from NARM. 

Karsian Joins with Neal 

To Co - Manage Sonny James 
Bob Neal, manager of Sonny 

James, announces that an asso- 
ciation has been formed in the 
management of the Capitol 
star with Lee Karsian of Los 
Angeles. 

Neal said, "For several years 
we have been thinking of 
broadening the career of Sonny 
James, since I've always felt 
his talents are unlimited. I've 
discussed personal manage- 
ment aspects with several top 
management firms and execu- 
tives. We feel in Mr. Karsian 
we've found the person with 
unmatched qualifications and 
background in the industry." 

Karsian has been involved in 
television and motion pictures 
for the past 17 years and has 
personally represented Rita 
Hayworth, Arthur Godfrey, 
Deborah Kerr and Danny Kaye. 

Karsian stated, "Having been 
a follower of country music 
for many years and applying a 
great deal of research into this 
field for several months, I have 
come to the conclusion that 
country music properly pre- 
sented in the framework of 
good showmanship, coupled 
with professional guidance, 
should by all means achieve a 
status equal to other forms of 
contemporary music. 

"Therefore, I sought out 
someone with all these quali- 
fications, and the elements 

Lynn to Coliseum 
Ft. Wayne's Allen County 

War Memorial Coliseum will 
host Loretta Lynn's world 
championship rodeo Sept. 27- 
29. 

The rodeo is sanctioned by 
the International Rodeo Asso- 
ciation and will feature six 
competitive championship 
events, plus the Loretta Lynn 
Country Music Show. Also ap- 
pearing on the program will 
be bullfighting clown Lecile 
Harris backed up by George 
Taylor. Taylor will also pro- 
vide some specialty acts. 

Country Breakthrough 
George Boyce, Program Di- 

rector of Star Broadcasting 
Group's 5000 watt full-time 
country station, WEEE 13, Al- 
bany, N. Y., discussed WEEE's 
modern country music format 
on a recent contemporary ra- 
dio network report. This was 
the first time country music 
had been covered on the ABC 
nationwide hook-up. 

From left: Lee Karsian, Kelso 
Herston, Capitol A&R man in 
Nashville; Bob Neal; Ray Harris, 
associated with Karsian; and 
photo of Sonny James, remaining 
the center of attention although 
currently on a busy road schedule. 

needed were found in Sonny 
James. I feel what we accom- 
plish together via our associa- 
tion will reflect in a positive 
way on the entire industry." 

Sonny James is currently 
riding on the crest of 14 

straight top records. His cur- 
rent hit is "A World of Our 
Own," and his new "World of 
Our Own" LP has just been re- 
leased. 

Neal and Karsian, as co - 
managers, will be supervising 
all future activities of James. 
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