
16 R &R October 25, 2002 

AL PETERSON 
apeterson@radioandrecords.com 

News/Talk/Sports 

Art Bell Says `Good Night,' 
But Not `Goodbye' 
Continued from Page 1 

Radio Networks President /COO 
Kraig Kitchin stunned the industry 
by announcing that, after only a 
year in retirement, Bell had agreed 
to return to host Coast to Coast. 

Bell made it no secret that his 
motivation to return was his con- 
cern over what he felt had happened 
to the program in his absence. In a 
February 2001 interview he told 
R &R, "That show was my baby; I 

built it from the ground up. I could 
not just sit by and let my baby 
choke to death, so to speak. If the 
show had been running well and 
doing fine, I don't think I would 
have come back to it." 

Returning to the air in the spring 
of 2001, Bell quickly regained his 
throne as Talk's late -night king. 
After more than a year of turmoil 
and uncertainty, everything seemed 
to be, at last, right in the mythical 
Kingdom of Nye. In the months 
following his much -heralded return, 
however, Bell's frequent absences 
from the show became more and 
more noticeable to affiliates and 
listeners. 

Finally, after two months off the 
air last summer, Bell returned to 
Coast to Coast this past Labor 
Day and announced that chronic 
back problems were forcing him 

to reduce his hosting schedule to 
three days a week. George Noory - who had become the de facto 
permanent substitute for Bell dur- 
ing Bell's frequent absences - 
would host on all other nights. 

"It's easy to find 

someone who has a 

passion to do a talk 
show, but it's not easy to 

find someone who has a 

passion for the kind of 

material I do. I can tell 
you without hesitation 

that George Noory has 

that passion." 

In this week's exclusive conver- 
sation, Bell details how an increas- 
ingly debilitating back condition 
has left him no longer able to sit or 
stand for the four hours required to 
host his nightly show. Although 

Bell confirms that surgery is a po- 
tential option that could reduce his 
pain, he isn't crazy about the odds 
for success. "Odds are about 50/50 
that I could end up being somewhat 
improved or totally crippled," he 
says. 

R &R: Can you detail the injury 
that brought you to this point? 

AB: Ironically, what brought me 
back to radio is what is now forc- 
ing me to leave it. I have always 
had a love and a passion for radio. 
I'll bet I worked at 30 radio sta- 
tions from the time I was about 14 

years old until I was around 38 - 
a lot of big Rock and other music 
stations. 

I got to the point in my life 
where I just could not move any- 
more, so I decided to settle down 
and went to work building out the 
network for what was then Times - 
Mirror cable in Las Vegas. While 
on that job, I slipped and took a re- 
ally bad fall from a pole. I fell 
about 20 feet and landed on my ass 
and my elbow and impacted 
[discs] L -4 and L -5, right at the 
bottom of my spine. 

While recuperating, I got my 
first chance in Talk radio, doing 
part-time, and eventually full -time, 
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So, Who Is George Noory? 
In the wake of Art Bell's announcement that he'll exit as host 
of Coast to Coast at the end of this year, the spotlight is 
on George Noory. Noory, a veteran talk 
host, is a man with a passion for the kind 
of topics that have propelled the Premiere 
Radio Networks- syndicated show to late - 
night success. 

Noory's voice has become familiar to listeners 
because he's been Bell's regular fill -in during much 
of the past year. Since Labor Day he has been the 
man behind the Coast to Coast microphone at least 
three regularly scheduled nights every week. I re- 
cently caught up with Bell's heir apparent to find 
out how he feels about filling his predecessor's 
rather big shoes and why he's confident that he's the one who can 
continue the show's legacy of success. 

George Noory 

R &R: Who is George Noory? 
GN: George Noory is someone who has wanted to be in radio ever 

since he can remember. From Day One I've wanted to cover stories 
that, generally speaking, the mainstream media never touch - the 
unusual, the paranormal and things like that. 

My interest in those stories started when I was around 13 years 
old and my mother gave me a book called We Are Not Alone by Walter 

"I would ask only that people listen and 

judge for themselves, because I'm confident 
they will like what they hear." 

Sullivan. I was fascinated with the subject matter, and, from that mo- 
ment, I always wanted to be in a business where I could explore those 
kinds of stories. I found out that broadcasting was that business, and 
I've been in it now for 33 years. 

R &R: How did you first get hooked up with Coast to Coast and 
Art Bell? 

GN: In 1996 I was driving in to work at KMOX/St. Louis at around 
3am. I tuned in Art Bell and was absolutely fascinated with the show I 

heard and, especially, with him as a host. A year later, while working 
overnights at KTRS /St. Louis, I got to know Mike Siegel, who was, at 
that time, working in Seattle. 

When he became the host of Coast to Coast, I called him and said, 
"Mike, if you ever need a fill -in host for the show, remember my name." 
Sure enough, he did, and he mentioned me to [Premiere Sr. VP and 
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