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Freddy Weller says, "If you're 
creative at all you don't have to limit 
yourself" ... Jerry Lee Lewis set for 
the Jamboree USA spectacular show 
in Wheeling, W. Va. Aug. 14th .. . 
Les Beasley and The Florida Boys 
back at WSI in Nashville recently 
as hosts for their new segments of 
"Gospel Singing Jubilee," the most 
widely viewed syndicated gospel pro- 
gram being aired on television. The 
syndication by Show -Biz, Inc in- 
cluded the Singing Rambos as special 
guest artists. 

At least one truck driver isn't too 
impressed with Del Reeves' recording 
of truck -driver tunes! Recently a big 
deisel slammed into Reeves' parked 
bus while on tour and sent the UA 
artist's vehicle careening into a 40 ft. 
ravine, causing $500 worth of damage 
and two temporarily cancelled dates 
for Del and The Goodtime Charlies. 
On the subject of bussing, The Stone - 
mans had their first "no show" in 20 
years when their bus broke down on a 
recent California tour. "We'd leased 
the vehicle from a local gospel unit", 
explained manager Bob Bean, "and it 
just simply refused to go anymore. 
We prayed as hard as any of the 
previous occupants to make curtain 
call, but didn't seem to get the mes- 
sage through!" 

Bob Pickett, general manager of 
WPXY Radio, Greenville, North Car- 
olina, and a 10 year veteran of radio 
in Greenville and eastern Carolina, 
has announced that beginning Aug 
1st, WPXY will program a total mod- 
ern countrypolitan format. This de- 
parture from WPXY's big band, stan- 
dards, and easy -listening contem- 
porary format, which has been pro- 
grammed for the past two years, will 
introduce WPXY's 10th year of ser- 
vice to the local market, and will be 
the first time a Greenville station has 
been totally programmed country 
since radio service first began in the 
market in 1940, 31 years ago . 
Shannon Records, an affiliate of Jim 
Reeves Enterprises has been reac- 
tivated with the signing of Royce 
Porter . Johnny Howard, A&R 
director for 50 States Records an- 
nounced that he is seeking good, solid 
masters for release on the 50 States 
label which is distributed by Royal 
American Records in Nashville. 

July 17th was moving day for pro- 
ducer Larry Butler and his secretary, 
Judy Casa. Butler has left Capitol 
Records to take a position with 
Columbia Records ... Capitol's Nash- 
ville chief, George Richey, has re- 
turned from vacation and is prepar- 
ing for the first Capitol session on 
recently signed Charlie McCoy. 
McCoy is one of Nashville's most 
sought after studio sidemen. His uni- 
que harmonica stylings can be heard 
on most Nashville produced product . 

"Country Music, That's My Thing" 
by O. B. McClinton, is the first major 
country and western release on the 
(Stax-Volt) Enterprise label ... Lee 
Trevino will appear in the 1971 Music 
City USA pro -celebrity golf tourna- 
ment in October, according to tourna- 
ment director Frank Rogers. Rogers 
reports that Lee made his commit- 
ment verbally to Bobby Goldsboro, 
who appeared at Lee Trevino Day in 
El Paso, Texas. The Mexican - 
American Trevino is one of golfs 
leading money winners, approaching 
$200,000, and won the UPS., Canadian, 
and British Open in the space of a 
few weeks. 

Ken Jenkins, of WGYN Radio in 
Cvnthiana. Kentucky, was named 
Country Music Pioneer #1 by Planta- 
tion Records in 'Nashville. The award, 
an inscribed plaque presented by Dee 
Mullins of Plantation, was made re- 
cently in Cynthiana Wasp Rec- 
ords. Tacoma, Washington -based 
country label, has released its first LP 
titled "Nashville Northwest", featur- 
ing Nashville's Shot Jackson and 
Northwest radio -TV personality 
Chubby Howard . Hillman Hall, 
who recently moved to Music City, 
will serve as personal manager to his 
brother, songwriter -performer Tom 
T. Hall. Hillman will operate out of 

the Hall Family Enterprises office lo- 
cated at 1819 Broadway in Nashville . .. RCA recording artist Nat Stuckey, 
a consistent chart -maker since joining 
the label three years ago, recently 
signed an exclusive booking agree- 
ment with the Hubert Long Agency in 
Nashville. Stuckey, whose most recent 
RCA singles include `She Wakes Me 
With A Kiss", "Only A Woman Like 
You", and soon to be released "I'm 
Gonna Act Right", has penned many 
top tunes including his own "Sweet 
Thang", Buck Owens' "Welfare Line" 
and Ray Price's "Don't You Believe 
Her". 

Capitol Records has released Bill 
Rice's newest single, "Honky Tonk 
Stardust Cowboy". The single, pro- 
duced by Larry Butler, follows Rice's 
latest chart maker, "Travelin' Min- 
strel Man" ... Bill Anderson is back 
from vacation to work with Jan 
Howard and the Po' Boys. On Aug. 
1st, Bill and his show opened in Dis- 
neyland and will continue for 17 fair 
and club dates throughout the mid - 
west and northeast. For Anderson, 
the month of August will also include 
two Friday night Opry appearances 
and the taping of five Bill Anderson 
TV'ers . Dot Record activity in- 
cludes the rush release of the new 
Compton Bros. single, "May Old Ac- 
quaintance Be Forgot". The tune was 
written by Harry Compton, who also 
wrote their current "Pine Grove" and 
Conway Twitty's "How Much More 
Can She Stand". 

The Four Guys of WSM Grand Ole 
Opry fame, have been set for another 
major Las Vegas hotel engagement 
this fall. This time it's The Fremont 
Hotel for two weeks beginning Sept. 
23rd. The popular Opry foursome re- 
cently signed an exclusive recording 
pact with NRS Records, and have 
completed work on their first album 
for the label under the direction of 
Col. Dave Mathes. A release date has 
been set for early Aug. with a single, 
titled "Let The Sun Keep Shinin' ", to 
precede it on July 30th ... When Hal 
Laffoon, news director of Bakers - 
field's KUZZ, was ill this past week, 
his microphone chores were "well 
done" by Kern County Clerk Vera 
Gibson, Sheriff Charles Dodge, and 
Bakersfield's Mayor Don Hart. On 
each morning KUZZ local news was 
reported by one of the three. 

Buck Owens, country artist of the 
decade, recorded a live album at John 
Ascuaga's Nugget in Sparks on July 
24. Owens is currently appearing at 
the Nugget for a three week engage- 
ment. No release date has as yet been 
set for the live album. Other Capitol 
Records artists to be featured on the 
album include Don Rich and the 
Buckaroos, Susan Raye, Buddy Alan, 
The Bakersfield California Brass and 
Kenni Huskey. A camera crew will 
also be on hand to film the Buck 
Owens All American Show ... Popu- 
lar Mega artist Ray Pillow set for 
working tour that will take him to 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Mary- 
land, Washington, D.C., Georgia, Mis- 
sissippi, Texas and end in Lawrence- 
burg, Tennessee. One of the high- 
lights of the trip will be "Ray Pillow 
Day" in Pittsburgh, arranged by Don 
Evans of WEEP Radio . . Mike 
Hight, a twenty-year veteran of the 
entertainment business, has joined the 
staff of the Joe Taylor Artist Agency 
to assist the growing list of talent 
handled by the agency in promotion 
and public relations as well as book- 
ing schedules. Hight, a former enter- 
tainer on the Wheeling Jamboree has 
for the past several years handled the 
affairs of several of the top names in 
Music City. The agency handles many 
of the leading entertainers in Nash- 
ville, among them, Sammi Smith, 
Dave Dudley, Jim and Jesse, Henson 
Cargill, Glen Sherley, Ray Pillow, 
LaWanda Lindsey, Junior Samples, 
and others. 

RCA Records, in a unique advertis- 
ing program, is boosting an atten- 
dance at the Country Music Hall of 
Fame with an outdoor campaign in 
the Nashville area during August. 
The campaign, conceived by the RCA 

Records Creative Services and the 
Bill Hudson Advertising Agency, 
salutes the Hall of Fame in 24 key 
locations traveled by tourists visiting 
Nashville. Attendance at the Hall of 
Fame is at an all time high and it is 
expected over 120,000 tourists will 
visit the attraction this summer .. . 

Mega Records president, Brad 
McCuen, and executive vp Bruce Da- 
vidson, are back from Philadelphia, 
Mississippi where they attended 
"Nashville Night" at the Chochtaw 
Indian Fair on the Chochtaw reserva- 
tion. Brad reports almost 10,000 peo- 
ple attended the affair ... Talented 
Sue Killen, wife of Tree Internation- 
al's Buddy Killen will exhibit 50 of 
her original paintings from Aug. 2-31 
at the Cowbarn Gallery on Sneed 
Road in Nashville. Sue is the newly 
elected president of the Tennessee Art 
League and a talented artist. 

Earl Scruggs has recorded the mu- 
sic for a commercial for Mattel, Inc., 
world's largest toy manufacturer. The 
commercial is currently running on 
network television shows for a pro- 
duct called "Spin -Buggies". The rec- 
ording features one of Earl Scruggs' 
most famous banjo instrumentals, 
"Foggy Mountain Breakdown", which 
he plays for one minute, followed by 
a 30 -second narrative commercial. 
"Foggy Mountain Breakdown" was 
the first instrumental Scruggs wrote 
and recorded. It was used as the 
theme music for the motion picture, 
"Bonnie and Clyde", and has been 
recorded by more than 30 other per- 
formers, the most recent by Albert 
Coleman for RCA Victor. It is consid- 
ered one of the most valuable music 
properties of publisher, Peer Interna- 
tional Corp. Earl's latest single on 
Columbia Records is "Country Com- 
fort" and "T for Texas", with an al- 
bum scheduled for release within the 
next two weeks ... Jim Richards in 
Music City to arrange for additional 
pressings of his new single, "Just Be- 
cause I'm Not The Man I Used To 
Be" on the Princess label. The record 
has been receiving heavy airplay, in- 
cluding the Canadian market. Top 
Ten, Inc. of Roanoke, Va. is handling 
all bookings . . Demand has forced 
the Shelby Singleton Corp. to reship 
the LP, "Monsters", by Jerry Lee Le- 
wis on Sun, to all stations. 

Music City News, international 
country and gospel music publication, 
has announced the appomtment of 
Betty Cox Larimer to direct circula- 
tion development. The announcement 
was made by Bob Woltering, general 
manager. A well-known music busi- 
ness executive, Mrs. Larimer has 
phased out her own company, Betty 
Cox Customer Service, to join the 
MCN staff. Previously she represented 
Ivy Hll Lithograph Corp., the world's 
largest designer and printer of record 
album jackets, and Modern Album 
Co... . CA's Jim Ed Brown and The 
Gems, working one of their heaviest - 
ever PA tours, hit the sawdust circuit 
of fairs and outdoor attractions this 
week. The personable Victor balladeer 
has over 25 fairs to croon to this 
year, one of the heaviest fair schedu- 
les around. 

Dot artist, Tommy Overstreet, has 
fans that are followers in the most 
loyal sense. After a recent week-long 
Tampa, Fla. gig for Tommy and his 
Nashville Express band, 14 die-hard 
Florida fans showed up the following 
week to see the show again when the 
unit played at Ft. Payne, Alabama's 
Canyonland Park, a crow -flying dis- 
tance of about 500 miles . As an 
added attraction to Glen Park's Coun- 
try Music Day in Williamsville, N. Y., 
Stan Hitchcock was airlifted directly 
from airport to stage via helicopter. 
"A moving experience", emoted Stan 
The Man. 

Mike Eaton, an 18 year old, good 
looking young man from Music City 
has just completed his first recording 
session for Chart Records. Mike was 
signed to a long term exclusive rec- 
ording contract for Chart by label 
prexy Slim Williamson. 

NEW YORK - Bill Williams has 
been appointed sales manager for Ep- 
ic/Çolumbia custom country product, 
announced Ron Alexenburg, vp of 
Epic/Columbia custom labels. 
Williams will be headquartered in 
Nashville, and will direct all market- 
ing activities pertaining to country 
product. 

Williams joined Columbia Records 
in 1969 as sales and promotion man- 
ager in the Houston area, and most 
recently served as local promotion 
manager for Columbia, Epic and 
Columbia Custom labels in Dallas. 

Sammi Smith Writes 
Jennings Tune & Notes 
NASHVILLE - Mega recording ar- 
tist Sammi Smith, whose latest LP 
"Lonesome" had liner notes penned 
by Merle Haggard has co -written the 
title song and penned liner notes for 
Waylon Jennings' upcoming RCA LP 
release, "Cedartown Georgia." 

Miss Smith is currently touring 
Band, in rock as well as country clubs 
and is set for an upcoming appear- 
ance at Atlantic City's Steel Pier. 

White Named VP 
Of Tillis Pub 
NASHVILLE - Howard White has 
been named vice president of the Mel 
Tillis publishing complex, Sawgrass 
Music, Inc. White, in assuming the 
position, will remain active with his 
own publishing firm, Locomotive Mu- 
sic, the operation of which will func- 
tion with Sawgrass under the Tillis 
umbrella. 

A native of Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, he has an extensive background 
in the publishing field. Prior to join- 
ing Sawgrass, White held an adminis- 
trative post with Famous Music. His 
publishing experience also includes 
similar posts with Pamper Music, and 
with Moss Rose Publishing. He has 
been a business associate of Tillis for 
the past fifteen years. 

New Thompson LP 
For Anniversary 

Hank Thompson, approaching his 
25th anniversary as a Country music 
headliner, presents 11 songs on "Next 
Time I Fall In Love (I Won't)," his 
newly released album for Dot. 

In addition to the title tune, 
Thompson's recent hit single, selec- 
tions produced by Joe Allison include 
the current best-seller, "The Mark of 
a Heel." Composers represented, in 
addition to Thompson, include Ned 
Miller, Hank Cochran, Dave Kirby, 
Harlan Howard and Red Lane. 

Thompson has sold more than 30 
million records since recording his 
first hits, "Whoa Sailor" and "Swing 
Wide Your Gate of Love." He and his 
Brazos Valley Boys were voted Coun- 
try Music's Number 1 band for 13 
consecutive years, a record. 

A CRASHING KNOCK -A certifi- 
cate of appreciation was signed, 
sealed, and delivered to CASH BOX 
for making Cartwheel Records rec- 
ording of "Knock Three Times" by 
Crash Craddock #1 in the nation. 
Seen accepting the certificate for 
CASH BOX are: Juanita Jones, Nash- 
ville office; Ron Chancey, president 
and A&R director of Cartwheel and 
Dale Morris, vp and manager of pro- 
motion for the label. 
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