
Two years later, 
petitions to deny 
are held to be based 
on false alarms 

FCC judge can find no proof 
that New Orleans stations 
recruited armed civilians 
when sniper was at large 

An allegation that was used in May 1973 
as a basis for a petition to deny the license 
renewal applications of 21 New Orleans 
radio stations appears, finally, to have had 
no basis in fact. At least, an FCC adminis- 
trative law judge could find no basis after a 

hearing held to help the commission 
decide whether to designate Storz Broad- 
casting Co.'s renewal application for 
wT)x(AM) for hearing. 

The allegation was made after a sniper 
had terrorized New Orleans from the roof 
of a Howard Johnson's motel, on Jan, 7, 
1973. A New Orleans resident, Linda G. 
Rooseeve, said she had heard wTtx and 
possibly other stations in the city broad- 
cast an announcement that the police were 
seeking help from armed civilians in cap- 
turing the gunman. There was also con- 
gressional testimony by the city's superin- 
tendent of police of "an unauthorized and 
unsolicited announcement" by a radio 
station that the police needed the help of 
"marksmen with high -powered scopes to 
assist them." 

Two members of the New Orleans - 
based Southern Media Coalition filed the 
petition to deny against the 21 stations on 
the basis of those statements. The petition 
asserted that the announcement nearly in- 
cited a riot, and that such action was im- 
proper for a broadcast licensee. 

All of the stations named in the petition 
denied being involved. Later, the peti- 
tioners withdrew the petition as it affected 
five stations. And the commission rejected 
the petition against all of the other sta- 
tions, except wrtx, on the ground that it 
lacked specificity. 

The commission ordered a hearing on 
Storz's application, but changed its mind 
and asked Chief Administrative Law 
Judge Arthur Gladstone to hold an in- 
vestigative hearing, to determine whether 
a renewal hearing was warranted, after 
Storz vigorously restated its denial that it 
was responsible and urged the commis- 
sion to reconsider. 

Judge Gladstone heard five days of 
testimony in New Orleans from police 
department members, broadcast licen- 
sees and local residents, listened to tapes, 
and notified the public through the 
media of the inquiry as a means of reach- 
ing individuals who might have informa- 
tion. 

Judge Gladstone's conclusion after sift- 
ing the evidence: "There is a very strong 
probability that the alleged broadcast ... 
did not occur." He suggested that, in- 
stead, a remark by one or more announ- 
cers on different stations and at different 

times "was probably misunderstood by 
some few members of the public." 

Judge Gladstone noted that coalition 
has suggested that the alleged broadcast 
was designed to attract whites "to the 
shooting gallery at the motel" or, "at the 
worst," incite whites indiscriminately to 
shoot blacks. But, he added, there were 
confirmed reports of only three armed 
citizens at the motel, two of them black. 

If the broadcast media did in fact make 
the claimed broadcast announcement, 
Judge Gladstone said, "the public 
response was remarkably ineffectual and 
minuscule. That fact tends to belie the 
proposition that such a broadcast did, in 
fact, occur." 

Star transfer 
moves into 
FCC arena 
Commission to hold prehearing 
conference tomorrow in wake 
of agreement by stockholders 
to sell to Allbritton 

Joe L. Allbritton, the Texas banker and 
businessman who is now publisher of the 
Washington Star, has cleared one new 
hurdle in his effort to gain control of the 
parent company, and his attorneys were 
preparing for the next, and most difficult. 

The owners of more than 99% of the 
outstanding shares of the Washington Star 
Communications Inc. had expressed their 
agreement by a 5 p.m. deadline on Sept. 
15 to sell Mr. Allbritton their shares. Mr. 
Allbritton, who already owned 10 %, had 
offered to buy the 17,846 shares at $1,600 
a share, for a total of $28.5 million. 

The more difficult problem in acquiring 
control involves obtaining the FCC ap- 
proval of the transfer of WSC's broadcast 
properties -WMAL- AM -FM -TV Washington, 
wLVA -AM -TV Lynchburg, Va., and 
WCIV(TV) Charleston, S.C. 

The commission last month refused to 
approve the transfer without a hearing. At 
that point, Mr. Allbritton was seeking to 
acquire only 37% of the stock. But that 
would have given him de facto control, 
and commission rules prohibit the 
transfer, intact, of broadcast -newspaper 
and radio -television properties in the 
same market. Mr. Allbritton, in his tender 
offer, said he would comply with the 
crossownership rules, but asked for at 
least two years in which to comply. He 
says his principal interest is in retaining 
the newspaper, but the offer does not 
foreclose his selling or closing the Star. In 
that event, however, he would be obliged 
to dispose of the Washington television 
station or the radio outlets within one 
year. 

Mr. Allbritton's attorneys last week 
were preparing a filing -the precise form 
had not been decided on by midweek - 
reflecting the objectives of the tender 
offer. 
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RCA TK -76: 
the TV camera with 
film camera freedom. 

ONE-MAN 
NEWS. 
Even a one -man crew can get news fast 
with a TK -76 portable color camera. 
Aim -and -shoot automatic features 
deliver film camera quality even in low 
light. Instant warm -up puts you on -air 
or on tape just seconds after you're on 
the scene. 

There's no cumbersome backpack or 
control unit to hold your reporter back 
from the action. The 19- pound, self- 
containedTK -76 is powered by a 6 -pound 
battery belt or a car's 12v. DC cigarette 
lighter. 

The 7K -76 is great for documentaries 
and profitable local spot commercials, 
for specialized sports and studio 
assignments, too. 

Best of all, it's all yours for less 
than $35,000. 

The list of orders is growing, so place 
yours now and be way ahead in '76. 
See your RCA Representative, or write 
RCA Camera, Building 2 -2, Dept. Al, 
Camden, NJ 08102. 
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