
14). NBC officials say many more have 
signed -that they will start with 75 in the 
top -100 markets and expect to have 150 
stations over -all by then -but that most 
stations have asked for anonymity until 
they have time to make staff changes and 
deal with clients of their current formats. 

After 10 years, WINS picks up tempo 
as WNBC -FM gets ready to move in 
against it and tough rival, WCBS 

It could be a long, hot summer in New 
York in 1975 as WNBC -FM invades the 
all -news radio terrain against long- estab- 
lished rivals, wtxs(AM), which was cele- 
brating its 10th all -news anniversary last 
week, and wcas(AM), which moved into 
that turf eight and a half years ago. 

As the new kid on the street, WNBC- 
FM will find that WINS and WCBS are 
experienced and successful battlers. Their 
cumulative audience is said to amount to 
about 40% of all radio listeners in the 
coverage area, and they run neck -and- 
neck in the ratings race. 

Whether in preparation for the incur- 
sion by WNBC -FM into all -news radio or 
not, WINS disclosed last week it's making 
some modifications in its package. The 
station will increase its news updates to 
three an hour from two, and these reports 
will be given by a rotating roster of news - 
persons, with changes of anchor every 20 
minutes instead of every hour. The 
changes are being made because station 
audience research indicated that listeners 
were tuning in for relatively short periods. 
As a result, the audiences will be hearing 
complete updates more often during most 
of the broadcast day, a spokesman said. 

No substantial increase in staff size is 
expected to result from the format modi- 
fications. A writer and editor will be add- 
ed to handle the extra copy load. WIws's 
staff has grown from 90 in 1965 when the 
station switched to all -news (from Top - 
40 music) to its present 110. 

Hill broadcast test 
draws support, fire 
Backers see it as creating 
parity for legislative branch, 
cite successes elsewhere; 
opponents raise questions 
of grandstanding, intrusion 

A resolution to undertake a test of broad- 
casting floor proceedings in the House 
took a first, albeit faltering, step last 
Wednesday (April 16) when it was taken 
up in a hearing before the House Rules 
Committee. 

In voicing his support of the measure as 
a witness before the committee, Repre- 
sentative James Cleveland (R -N.H.) call- 
ed the resolution "a thoroughly bipartisan 
proposal," a contention born out by the 
members of the Rules Committee. There 
were some on both sides of the table who 
disliked the idea. 

Representative Jack Brooks (D- Tex.), 
chief among 106 cosponsors of the resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 269), was the primary wit- 
ness. He told the committee that because 
television and radio have not been per- 
mitted to carry chamber proceedings, 

electronic coverage of Congress has been 
incomplete. "On the other hand," he said, 
"the media has enjoyed much greater ac- 
cess to the President and the executive 
branch. This access has enhanced both 
the President's ability to communicate and 
the people's capacity to understand. 

"But it has also created a serious im- 
balance in the constitutional balance of 
power, an imbalance in which Congress 
is too often viewed not as the maker or 
shaper of public policy but as a subsidiary 
body either disrupting presidential plans 
or acquiescing in presidential initiatives." 

He said surveys and opinion polls have 
shown that a majority of people cannot 
identify their own congressmen and, even 
more, know little about Congress's func- 
tion, the legislative process or the day -to- 
day activities of representatives. 

What the legislation proposes is to be- 
gin a one -year experiment this session 
with live video and audio feeds and re- 
cordings of each regular session of the 
House from gavel to gavel, to be avail- 
able to commercial and public broadcast 
stations and networks. Congress would in 
no way restrict the selection of material 
for airing. 

During the first stage, however -up to 
six months -the feeds would be restricted 
to closed- circuit monitors functioning in- 
ternally on Capitol Hill. This, Mr. Brooks 
said, would allow time to get bugs out and 
to give members a chance to get used to 
the cameras and recorders. But after that, 
the material would go out over the air. 

The bill also provides that the nine - 
member House Commission on Informa- 
tion and Facilities, of which Mr. Brooks 
is chairman and Mr. Cleveland ranking 
minority member, would be responsible 
for conducting the test, and for determin- 
ing the rules and regulations for the cov- 
erage. 

Some regulations are already laid out 
in the resolution. For one thing, the live 
feeds. video tapes and recordings shall be 
broadcast "solely for the education, en- 
lightenment and information of the gen- 
eral public." No part of them may be 
used in commercial advertisements. No 
part of them may be broadcast with com- 
mercial sponsorship except as part of a 
news or public affairs program. Further- 
more, the material may not be used to 
promote or oppose candidates for public 
office. 

Mr. Brooks emphasized that his com- 
mission will "fully respect" the rights of 
broadcasters to equal access and to cov- 
erage that has not been censored. "But 
we also intend to protect members from 
undue intrusion, disruption or disturb- 
ance." This last is what most concerned 
the Rules Committee members. Repre- 
sentative James Delaney (D -N.Y.) said 
the presence of cameras would turn the 
House into a "circus," a "hippodrome," 
even a "burlesque." 

Mr. Brooks conceded there might be 
some showmanship at first, but, he said, 
the cameras might cause members to be 
more careful in what they say. 

Rules Committee Chairman Ray Mad- 
den (D -Ind.) wanted to know how view- 
ers would react if the cameras panned the 
chambers revealing members' absence. 
Mr. Brooks said the plan calls for cam- 
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eras in fixed positions focused only on the 
House speaker's rostrum or the speaking 
stands in the well in front of the speaker. 

Representative James Quillen (R- Tenn.) 
responded "then what we're doing is con- 
trolling the media," that is, by controlling 
what is being made available for them to 
air. 

But Representative Delbert Latta (R- 
Ohio) saw it just the other way. The me- 
dia will be determining what the public 
sees of Congress. This is the way it works 
now, Mr. Brooks interjected. "We're just 
giving them a broader selection." If the 
purpose is to provide continuous coverage 
of the House, Mr. Latta returned, then it 
cannot be left up to the networks and sta- 
tions. But, said Mr. Brooks, the networks 
cannot be expected to carry six hours of 
coverage a day. "They'd be broke in a 
week." Mr. Latta persisted: "We want the 
American people to see what goes on 
here. But they're just not going to see it." 

Representative Spark Matsunaga (D- 
Hawaii), who like Messrs. Latta, Quillen 
and Delaney, is a member of the Rules 
Committee, supported the measure, say- 
ing the legislature in his native Hawaii al- 
ready permits broadcast coverage of its 
proceedings. He said members there had 
the same misgivings as some of the mem- 
bers of the Rules Committee do now. As 
it turned out, he said, attendance at leg- 
islative sessions improved and members 
paid no attention to the cameras. 

Written testimony by Representative 
Don Fuqua (D -Fla.) attested to the suc- 
cess of a similar experiment in Florida. 

Representative Richard Bolling (D -Mo.), 
another member of the Rules Committee, 
said he was startled by the broadcast res- 
olution's sweeping grants of power to the 
Commission on Information and Facili- 
ties. He said he thought the language of 
the resolution is vague -where it ought to 
provide legislative guidance, for example, 
the resolution gives the commission au- 
thority to make the rules and regulations 
for operating the system. 

Following Mr. Bolling's remarks, Chair- 
man Madden concluded the committee 
needed more time than a single afternoon 
to hear testimony and deliberate. He said 
the committee will take the measure up 
again this week, but he set no date. 

Squeaky wheels on 
the news machine 
Inside defenders and outside critics 
debate state of network journalism 

CBS newsman Mike Wallace pleaded 
"guilty" last week to not getting much 
news out of his controversial interviews 
with H. R. Haldeman and suggested the 
press- including himself -reconsider the 
intensity of its constant "search for a new 
villain." 

His remarks came at the end of a day- 
long Babson College, conference in 
Wellesley, Mass., on "The TV News 
Machine." 

Mr. Wallace said reporters placed too 
much faith on the "leak" and spent too 
little time considering confidential 
sources' motives for leaking. He said he 
had nothing to do with his network's de- 




