
said, NNIS is an opportunity for a sta- 
tion in any size market to become an 
all -news station. 

"The widespread success of all -news 
radio in this country is testimony to the 
information explosion we are experienc- 
ing," he said. "The NBC National News 
and Information Service offers local 
radio stations the unique opportunity to 
go all -news - practically overnight - 
backed by the manpower and resources 
of the world's largest broadcast news 
organization. It combines the scope to 
cover worldwide events when and where 
they happen with the depth to go be- 
hind the headlines for penetrating analy- 
sis and feature reports." 

NNIS's program mix, Mr. Thayer 
said, will include national and interna- 
tional news, regional news, mini -docu- 
mentaries, sports news and sports fea- 
tures and a wide range of features de- 
veloped by a special unit called "Infor- 
mation Center of the Mind." The special 
unit's output, he said, will include fea- 
tures dealing with health, medicine and 
science; consumerism; energy: inflation: 
gardening; pollution: sex and marriage: 
developments in Washington and a Bi- 
centennial series called The Americans. 

He said he found the concept of all - 
news radio networking as exciting in its 
way as the first NBC network service 
must have been at its inception, and that 
members of the NBC Radio affiliates 
executive committee, who figured in the 
changes in the existing network service 
that led to the development of NNIS, 
shared his enthusiasm. He went to Wash- 
ington last Wednesday for courtesy calls 
to brief FCC members individually on 
plans for the service. 

He emphasized that the existing NBC 
Radio network service is neither being 
curtailed nor in any way phased out. It 
is losing money, he indicated, as radio 
networking generally has lost money for 
10 years or so, and NBC officials hope 
that NNIS will take up some of the 
financial slack, but the conventional serv- 
ice will continue. 

With the dropping of the weekend 
Monitor service last month, the conven- 
tional network service consists of five 
and a half minutes of news on the hour, 
24 hours a day, plus daily commentaries 
by Joe Garagiola, Gene Shalit, John 
Chancellor (alternating sometimes with 
Edwin Newman) and David Brinkley 
(alternating sometimes with Douglas 
Kiker), plus a weekend line -up that in- 
cludes Update news reports, sports com- 
mentary and, on Sundays, religious pro- 
graming, Meet the Press and other in- 
formation programs. 

All existing NBC Radio network pro- 
graming will continue. The only change, 
an official said, is that effective June I. 
when NNIS starts, the transmission of 
programs other than news on the hour 
will be moved to the half -hour. The 
weekend feeds will also permit NNIS 
subscribers to have additional time for 
local programing within the 9 a.m. to 
noon and 9 -10 p.m. NYT blocks each 
Sunday. 

"NNIS will offer the flexibility enabl- 
ing each subscribing station to provide 
its own local community news and in- 

formation service." Mr. Thayer said. 
"Station managers, in the best tradition 
of local radio programing, will be able 
to continue their local involvement in 
public affairs, editorials, community re- 
lations, religious programs and locally 
oriented interviews -in short, whatever 
variety of community interests they be- 
lieve should be served. The new service 
should benefit the listening public by 
bringing more news and information to 
many more communities, and in the 
process should strengthen the position and 
potential of many radio stations through- 
out the country." 

Mr. Tornabene said that his "most 
pessimistic" forecast anticipates that more 
that 100 stations will subscribe to the 
new service, but that NNIS's goals are 
defined less by numbers of stations than 
in terms of projected audience -which 
he would not disclose. He said commer- 
cial rates had not been set. 

News Council airs 
charges against 
NBC documentary 
Margaret Mead testifies against 
segment of 'Weekend' on Samoa; 
dickering continues over IAS 
complaints over CBS News balance 

Members of the National News Council 
last week heard an NBC News program 
on Samoa denounced by Margaret Mead, 
the anthropologist, as "grossly inaccurate 
and unfair -propaganda for giving Sa- 
moans their freedom whether they want 
it or not." 

Dr. Mead, who said she was "of- 
fended by almost everything in the film," 
was joined in her criticism of it by Mi- 
chael Bales, a retired official of the De- 
partment of Interior's Office of Terri- 
torial Affairs. 

NBC had no representative at the 

hearing. which was based on a complaint 
by John M. Haydon, former governor of 
American Samoa. Instead NBC sent 
word that NBC News is "interested in 
maintaining standards of fairness and 
objectivity" but "does not believe that 
any purpose is served by debating corn - 
ments such as those made by Mr. Hay - 
don except before the FCC, to which 
NBC as a licensee is accountable." 

Mr. Bales told the council that "99% 
of Haydon's claims [against the Samoa 
film] are accurate, so far as I know.' 
Several council members appeared to 
agree with him -and none to disagree - 
that the film seemed to have been "pur- 
posely slanted" against Mr. Haydon and 
the Samoan people. 

The council took no immediate ac- 
tion on the complaint, however. Sources 
there said that, in line with council 
procedures, a copy of the transcript of 
last week's session would be sent to both 
NBC and Mr. Haydon with invitations 
to comment, and that the case would 
then come up for action at a subse- 
quent meeting. 

NBC, though it did not appear at the 
session, provided transcripts of the pro- 
gram and a video tape for viewing by 
the council. The program was an ap- 
proximately 20- minute segment in the 
Oct. 19, 1974, launching of NBC -TV's 
new late -evening Weekend series. 

In another case the council seemed on 
the verge of getting into the Institute 
for American Strategy's charges of bias 
against CBS News (BROADCASTING, Nov. 
4, 1974, et seq.), perhaps in terms of 
the broadcast media's obligations to the 
public, but then decided to examine all 
of its options more closely. 

The council. in an open meeting, in- 
structed its staff to make "a careful 
study" of various ways in which the 
council might consider the IAS com- 
plaint. The staff presumably will report 
back at the council's next meeting, sched- 
uled in April. 

Some members objected that taking the 

Gubernatorial roundtable. On the eve of their Jan. 23 meeting with President Ford 
in Washington to discuss economic problems of their states, six New England gov- 
ernors gathered for a regional telecast on the special New England network that 
was set up last summer (Broadcasting, June 24, 1974). The hour prime -time pro- 
gram was simulcast on WCVB -TV Boston; WJAR -TV Providence, R.I.; WMTW -TV 
Portland -Poland Springs, Me.; WABI -TV Bangor, Me.; WAGM -TV Presque Isle, Me.; 
WEZF -TV Burlington, Vt.; WFSB -TV Hartford, Conn., and WVOI -FM Martha's Vine- 
yard, Mass. Clockwise, from moderator John Willis (back to camera): Governors 
Phillip Noel (R.I.), Thomas Salmon (Vt.), Meldrim Thomson Jr. (N.H.), Michael Du- 
kakis (Mass.), Ella Grasso (Conn.) and James Longley (Me.). 

A live panel discussion was also transmitted from Washington, 6 -6:30 p.m., by 
WBZ -TV Boston to four other New England stations: WWLP -TV Springfield, Mass., 
WJAR -TV Providence, R.I., WCSH -TV Portland, Me., and WLBZ -TV Bangor, Me. 
Massachusetts' two U.S. senators, three New England governors and White House 
aide Michael Duval, addressed themselves to President Ford's oil tariff proposal 
and its critical effect on the Northeast, which depends on oil for heating fuel. 
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