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state -of -the -art. 

LARRY 
WILSON 
puts the magic 
into beautiful 
packages. 

MARV 
GANSLER 
he talks and the 
machines listen. 

Under Nick's guidance, Bill, Larry and Mary 
design in the leadership and lasting value 
that IGM products are famous for. You'd 
expect the automation company with the 
most experience in the industry to have 
people like Nick and the wizards behind our 
products. Together, they do make beautiful 
music, and that's what makes IGM... 

the best there is! 
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Bellingham, Washington 98225 

(206) 733 -4567 
See what they've been up to at 

NAB Booth 804 South. 

Broadcast Journalism® 

No. 2 network 
for NBC Radio 
to be all news 
With target of 75 of top -100 markets 
at outset, Thayer sets out to sell 
cash -barter service for June 1 start 

A new, round -the -clock radio news serv- 
ice to help stations convert to all -news 
or all -news and talk operations is being 
announced by NBC Radio today (Feb. 
10) ( "Closed Circuit," Feb. 3). 

Jack G. Thayer, president of the NBC 
Radio Division said the new service will 
be in addition to -and totally separate 
from -the conventional radio network 
service provided by NBC. It will consist 
of 491 minutes of news per hour, seven 
days a week, will be produced by NBC 
News, and will be exclusive to one sta- 
tion per market on a combination cash 
and barter basis. 

In cash it will cost a subscribing sta- 
tion from $750 to $15,000 per month, 
depending upon the station's market size. 
The barter envisions that NBC will re- 
tain six commercial minutes per hour 
and keep the revenues they produce. Sub- 
scribing stations will have 12 commer- 
cial minutes per hour for sale to local, 
national or regional advertisers. 

The 101/2 minutes of nonservice in 
each hour will be used by subscribing 
stations for local news: five and a half 
minutes on the hour and five minutes 
on the half -hour. NBC officials said these 
periods coincide with the times when 
NBC will be feeding news and commen- 
tary to its conventional network affiliates. 
Consequently NBC will not be feeding 
to two stations in the same market si- 
multaneously- though it may do so, of- 
ficials said, in the case of news bulletins 
and coverage of major special events 
such as political conventions and elec- 
tions where such service is not forbidden 
by the FCC. 

Mr. Thayer said June 1 has been set 
as target date for commencement of the 
new operation, titled NBC National 
News and Information Service (NNIS). 
To be effective, he said, NNIS needs sub- 
scriber commitments from approximately 
75 of the top -100 markets, and he hoped 
to have those by around April 15- 
shortly after the end of the National 
Association of Broadcasters' April 6 -9 
convention, where NBC expects to wind 
up the first stage of a major NNIS sales 
effort that starts today. 

Mr. Thayer estimated NNIS's first - 
year costs, including start -up expenses, 
at about $10 million. He said NNIS and 
the NBC Radio network would have 
"completely separate staffs, right down 
the line," including completely different 
on -air anchor men and women. 

He and Russell C. Tornabene, vice 
president and general manager of the 
NBC Radio network, estimated that ap- 
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proximately 250 people would be work- 
ing on NNIS. Of those, Mr. Tornabene 
estimated that perhaps about 50- includ- 
ing all the top people -would be drawn 
from existing NBC personnel, with the 
rest to be hired from outside. 

Officials disclosed later that Roy Wet- 
zel, an executive in the NBC News elec- 
tion unit who has had extensive back- 
ground in local radio and TV news, and 
who they said helped design NNIS, will 
be director of the service. He was in 
news at WTOP -AM -TV Washington when 
he moved in the mid- 1960's to NBC's 
wec(AM) Washington as radio news 
manager. Subsequently he was radio 
news manager at NBC's WMAQ(AM) Chi- 
cago and TV news director at NBC's 
WKYC -TV Cleveland, before moving to 
the election unit in New York last year. 

Choice of other top executives of 
NNIS will probably be deferred, as will 
the hiring of new people, until about 
mid -April when station acceptance of 
the new service can be better judged, 
officials said. 

Mr. Tornabene and Mr. Thayer made 
clear that NBC News would be respon- 
sible for the news service's content, while 
NBC Radio would be responsible for 
scheduling it. 

That scheduling, they emphasized, will 
provide easy opportunity for subscribing 
stations to break into the NNIS service 
for local inserts during each hour of 
service in addition to the two local news 
blocks per hour (and additional local 
times on Sundays). But those insert 
points will be carefully specified, they 
said, and although some NNIS time may 
be pre -emptible, it will be pre -emptible 
only with NNIS approval and pre- 
emptions may not in any case exceed 30 
minutes per hour. 

Moreover, NBC officials said they ex- 
pect station subscribers to devote their 
own efforts to all -news or at least a com- 
bination of news and other talk program- 
ing. "We won't even talk to any station 
that wants to play any kind of music," 
Mr. Tornabene said. 

Mr. Thayer said present NBC Radio 
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