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ordered came to pass. In 1954 the RCA Laboratories demonstrated what was said 
to be the amplification of light which would lead to thin television sets that could 
be hung on a wall. It never left the lab. 5. In 1961, on the general's 55th anniver- 
sary in electronics, Vice President Lyndon Johnson and 32 senators turned out for 
a luncheon. With the general and Mr. Johnson in photo were (1 -r) Senators Warren 
G. Magnuson (D- Wash.), Jacob Javits (R- N.Y.), John O. Pastore (D -R.1.) and 
Kenneth B. Keating (R- N.Y.). 6. At the RCA stockholders meeting in 1964, a 

young mother, lacking a baby sitter, brought her 6- month -old daughter along. Gen- 
eral Sarnoff gave the baby a share of stock and a big smile for the photographers. 

headquarters in Europe, after service 
in the office of the chief signal officer 
in Washington. He received the Legion 
of Merit for military services overseas 
from President Roosevelt and the Med- 
al of Merit from President Truman for 
services of "inestimable value to the 
war effort." 

General Sarnoff was elected chair- 
man and chief executive of RCA in 
1947. He gave up the post of chief 
executive in 1966 but continued as 
chairman until illness forced his retire- 
ment as of Dec. 31, 1969. At that time 
he was named RCA's first honorary 
chairman. 

Over the years. General Sarnoff re- 
ceived almost countless awards and 
other honors. His official RCA biog- 
raphy devotes more than nine single - 
spaced pages to a listing of the princi- 
pal awards alone. These include the 
title of "Father of American Televi- 
sion," conferred by the Television 
Broadcasters Association in 1944; The 
first Medal of Honor of the Radio -Tele- 
vision Manufacturers Association (now 
Electronic Industries Association) in 
1952; the first Founders Award of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers in 1953 
and the first annual Keynoter Award of 
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the National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, also in 1953. 

A tribute without parallel came on 
Sept. 30, 1966, when more than 1,500 
industry leaders and other prominent 
Americans gathered to mark General 
Sarnoff's 60th anniversary in communi- 
cations at a "Salute to David Sarnoff" 
dinner sponsored jointly by the EIA, 
the Institute of Electrical and Electron- 
ics Engineers and the NAB. Among the 
evening's accolades was a filmed mes- 
sage from President Eisenhower telling 
General Sarnoff that American pre- 
eminence in electronics and communi- 
cations was "increasingly the result of 
your imagination and your sound plan- 
ning." 

General Sarnoff was married to Liz - 
ette Hermant on July 4, 1917. She sur- 
vives, with three sons, Robert W., now 
chairman of RCA; Edward, chairman 
of Fleet Services Inc., New York, and 
Thomas W.. NBC staff executive vice 
president, West Coast. Also surviving 
are two brothers, Morris, of Hollywood, 
Fla., and Lew, of New York; a sister, 
Mrs. Herbert (Ede) Baer. of Beverly 
Hills, Calif., and nine grandchildren. 

Burial was in Kensico cemetery, 
Valhalla, N.Y. 

Too much concession 
to citizen group? 
FCC approves purchase 
but says settlement 
ceded responsibility 

In negotiating agreements to head off 
citizen -group petitions to deny his li- 
cense- renewal applications, a broad- 
caster will frequently object to a de- 
mand on the ground it would require 
him to delegate his responsibility for 
operating the station. Last week, the 
FCC indicated that companies headed 
by Robert W. Sudbrink, of Fort Lau- 
derdale, Fla., did not object often 
enough in negotiations in Atlanta. 

The agreement reached with the Com- 
munity Coalition on Broadcasting, 
cleared the way for the commission to 
renew the licenses of WAVO -AM -FM 
Decatur, Ga., and to approve the assign- 
ment of the licenses from Bob Jones 
University Inc. to the Sudbrink com- 
panies. The coalition had petitioned the 
commission to deny the renewal appli- 
cations. The sale price was $682,750. 

But the commission said that the 
settlement, which dealt with hiring prac- 
tices and broadcasts service to the black 
community, contained language that 
"would appear to improperly curtail the 
licensee's flexibility and discretion in 
matters of programing and program 
selection." The commission referred to 
language requiring that all available net- 
work programing of special interest to 
the black community must be aired at 
the regularly scheduled time and may 
not be pre -empted without advance con- 
sultation with the community group. 

The commission also found ambigu- 
ous a provision committing the licensee 
to the view that, "in deciding what con- 
stitutes the tastes, needs, desires and 
interests of the various publics served, 
the views, opinions and leaders which 
are representative of the members, and 
the authenticity of portrayals of mi- 
nority life, culture and values, the ulti- 
mate judge must be the minority com- 
munity itself." 

The commission satisfied itself that 
the language meant only that the li- 
censee would "consult with and seek 
the views and opinions of" the leaders 
of representative minority groups. 

As a result of the action approving 
the sale of WAVO- AM -FM, Mr. Sudbrink 
controls five AM and seven FM stations. 
The others are wziP(AM) and WWEZ- 
FM Cincinnati: WRMS(AM) Beardstown, 
Ill.: WRIZ(AM) Coral Gables, Fla.; KYND- 
FM Pasadena, Tex.: WLYF -FM Miami; 
WTOW(AM) Towson, Md.; WL1F -FM 
Baltimore: WEZw -FM Wauwatosa, Wis.; 
and wwEL(FM) Chicago. 
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