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Pre -trial Talks Set 
In Justice -RCA Suit 
FIRST pre -trial conference in the govern- 
ment's civil antitrust suit against RCA -NBC 
was set for June 28 by Federal District Judge 
William H. Kirkpatrick last week when mo- 
tions were argued in the Philadelphia court. 

The Justice Dept. suit against RCA -NBC 
involves the 1955 swap of NBC's Cleveland 
radio -tv stations plus $3 million for Westing- 
house Broadcasting Co.'s Philadelphia prop- 
erties. The government charged that NBC 
coerced WBC into agreeing to the transfers 
by threatening to withhold or withdraw its 
affiliation from WBC stations. Justice is 

asking that NBC be forced to sell the Phil- 
adelphia stations and be forbidden to ac- 
quire any additional tv stations in the first 
eight markets [BT, May 13]. 

It was indicated during the court argu- 
ment last week that the most significant is- 
sue when the trial gets underway will be 
the question of whether one government de- 
partment can upset the action of another 
government agency. This is the question of 
concurrent jurisdiction, and is the basis of 
RCA -NBC's reply to the government's suit 
-that the Justice Dept. may not intervene 
now to set aside the FCC's approval of the 
transfers. 

RCA -NBC claimed the Justice Dept. 
should have intervened when the case was 
before the FCC. 

Among other matters settled at last week's 
motions argument were the following: 

The court ordered the government to 
answer some of the interrogatories submitted 
by RCA -NBC and excused the government 
from answering others. The government had 
balked at answering some of the questions 
submitted by RCA -NBC. 

The court took under advisement an 
RCA -NBC request for the minutes of the 
1956 Philadelphia grand jury which inves- 
tigated but failed to return an indictment 
on the NBC -WBC exchange. 

FCC Approves Purchases 
Of KOWH and WEAT -AM -TV 
APPROVAL of the sales of KOWH Omaha, 
Neb., and WEAT -AM -TV West Palm Beach, 
Fla., was announced by the FCC last week. 

National Weekly Inc. has bought KOWH 
from Storz Broadcasting Co. [BT, March 
25 -April 1] for $822,500. William F. 
Buckley, author of the controversial God 
andMan at Yale and co- author of McCarthy 
and His Enemies, publisher of National Re- 
view and formerly associated with the 
American Mercury, is the principal owner of 
National Weekly Inc. 

Sale of KOWH leaves Storz with WDGY 
Minneapolis, WHB Kansas City, WTIX 
New Orleans and WQAM Miami. KOWH 
was the first station acquired by Storz, 
purchased in 1949 from the Omaha World - 
Herald for $75.000. 

RICO Teleradio Pictures Inc. sold WEAT - 
AM-TV to Palm Beach Television Inc. 
[BT, April 1] for $600,000. Rand Broad- 
casting Co. is 80% owner of the stations 
and the remaining 20% is owned by 
Bertram Lebhar. Rand Co. is licensee of 
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'ECONOMY' ON HILL 
WHEN Congress last used a joint re- 
cording facility in fiscal year 1957 for 
members to make films and tapes at 
bargain rates for distribution to sta- 
tions back home, it cost the House of 
Representatives $51,000 for that 
body's share. But now that both 
House and Senate have their own stu- 
dios, a House appropriations sub- 
committee, which last week reported 
out its portion of the Capitol house- 
keeping bill, estimated recording costs 
in fiscal 1958 at $104,000. No report 
on Senate costs has been made. 

WINZ Miami and Mr. Lebhar is genera 
manager of WEAT- AM -TV. 

Mr. Lebhar holds an option to purchase 
an additional 5% from Rand. Rand Co. 
principals, Rex Rand and Nathaniel J. Klein,. 
have interests in WFML -TV Miami. 

RKO purchased WEAT -AM -TV in July 
1955 [BT, Aug. 1, 1955], from the Robert 
Meachem interests for $301,000. The pur- 
chaser has agreed to pay all losses incurred 
by the stations from Oct. 1, 1956, and pay 
costs of all equipment purchased during 
that period. 

This leaves RKO with radio -tv properties 
in New York, Boston, Los Angeles and 
Memphis and radio stations in San Francisco 
and Washington. 

Solons Introduce Bills to Free 
More Government Information 
IDENTICAL bills to tree more govern- 
ment agency information to the public and 
to Congress have been introduced in the 
House by two congressmen. 

The bills (HR 7173 and 7174) to amend 
section 3 chapter 324 of the Administra- 
tive Procedure Act of 1946 were introduced 
by Rep. John E. Moss, chairman of the 
House Government Information Subcom- 
mittee, and Rep. Dante B. Fascell, subcom- 
mittee member. The legislation has been 
referred to the House Judiciary Committee, 
headed by Rep. Emanuel Celler (D -N. Y.). 

The bills would require every govern - 
ment agency to file for publication in the 
Federal Register and the Code of Federal 
Regulations the following: 

Agency's central and field organizations 
and its hierarchy of personnel. 

Its procedural rules and regulations and 
general policy statements. 

Its orders and opinion statements. 
The agencies also would be required to 

publish a resume on the availability of its 
records. 

The congressmen's action was based on 
recent hearings of the House Government 
Information Subcommittee and the Senate 
Constitutional Rights Subcommittee. The 
legislators claim that many federal agencies 
have distorted the public information section 
of the Administrative Procedure Act in or- 
der to restrict information from Congress 
and the public. 

House Antitrust Unit Assumes 
Authority in ASCAP Squabble 
JURISDICTION over the planned investi- 
gation into internal ASCAP complaints by 
small publishers and composers has been 
transferred from the House Small Business 
Subcommittee No. 5 (on distribution prob- 
lems), headed by Rep. James Roosevelt (D- 
Calif), to the House Antitrust Subcommit- 
tee, chaired by Rep. Emanuel Celler (D- 
N. Y.). 

In recent correspondence, the two con- 
gressmen agreed that the House Antitrust 
Subcommittee should handle the investiga- 
tion- provided this subcommittee covers 
certain small business complaints in future 
hearings on the matter. 

Rep. Roosevelt listed the following points 
he wished included in the Antitrust Subcom- 
mittee's hearings -as yet unscheduled: 

Complaints by small publishers and 
composers that they are unable to obtain 
from ASCAP leadership "a truly representa- 
tive or complete monitoring of their music 
played on radio and tv stations, with which 
ASCAP has entered into royalty agree- 
ments." 

Allegations by the same group that "the 
weighted vote in favor of composers of many 
'hit' tunes gives those persons . .. a dis- 
proportionate voice in association affairs and 
deprives [them] of fair representation on 
the Board of Directors, which ... makes 
the rules in regard to royalty distribution." 

Rep. Celler assured Rep. Roosevelt that 
the Antitrust Subcommittee would cover 
these points in hearings to be held before 
the end of the current Congressional session. 

In his initial letter to Rep. Roosevelt, Rep. 
Celler stated that Antitrust Subcommittee 
members felt the proposed work by the 
House Small Business subcommittee would 
conflict -and duplicate -the past investi- 
gation by his (Rep. Celler's) group. 

Rep. Celler said an important aspect of 
the Antitrust Subcommittee's planned work 
this year would be "an examination of 
various antitrust consent decrees negotiated 
by the Dept. of Justice, including the 
ASCAP decree ..." He noted that his sub- 
committee currently is preparing a report on 
the competitive practices in the music field - 
the result of extensive hearings held last 
September into the ASCAP -BMI feud. 
[BT, April 22]. 

FCC Asked to Approve Sale 
Of Second Half of KNAC -TV 

SALOME S. NAKDIMEN, facing an FCC 
hearing on her sale of one -half of KNAC- 
TV Ft. Smith, Ark., has asked the Commis- 
sion for approval of the sale of the other 
half (3 shares) of the station to Harry Pol- 
lock and the Harry Newton Co. 

Mr. Pollock, Ft. Smith businessman, is 
buying 2 shares for $41,000, with Newton 
Co., Oklahoma City real estate firm, pur- 
chasing the remaining share for $17,666. 
Newton Pollock, head of Harry Newton 
Co., is the son of Harry Pollock. The sta- 
tion reported that it lost $25,188 during 
the first two months of 1957. 

The FCC approved the sale of 50% of 
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