
0.,75 words from 

wTIx 
Since last you looked, New Orleans radio has 

changed. The station with the smallest audi- 

ence two years ago is the station with the big- 

gest audience today. (18.2% a.m.... 16.4% 

afternoon ... 17.2% all -day average.*) Second 

station all -day : 15.7% 

Going into 11- station New Orleans? Get a 

map. The guides to see are Adam J. Young, 

Jr., national rep., or WTIX General Manager 

Fred Berthelson. 
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proud," he said. "It's an aggressive mar- 
ket." 

E. Newton Wray, president -general man- 
ager of KTBS -AM -TV (the tv operation 
starts in September), has his eyes on the 
future. "The population has doubled in 25 
years and will double again in the next 10 
years," he said. "There are natural gas and 
oil reserves for at least a half- century." 

Shreveport has many wide downtown 
streets, one of which (Texas) yields to the 
monumental First Methodist Church and 
jogs around it to continue westward toward 
the State Fair Grounds. Traffic gets thick- 
ish off the Red River bridge at Texas St., but 
a handsome new span is well along and will 
ease the crush. The metropolitan area's 
retail sales may pass $250 million this year. 

About 120 years ago, Capt. Henry Miller 
Shreve defied all scoffers and set out to turn 
the Red River from a log- strewn jungle into 
a waterway. It took time, but the job was 
done and a town was started. Up to a half - 
century ago the river was an important 
traffic lane. Silt, railroads and highways 
halted the water hauls. Now Shreveport is 
on the municipal prod, trying to rouse the 
whole area into building a canal paralleling 
the river. The project has federal approval, 
with local obligations. It will take $85 mil- 
lion in digging and facilities but Shreveport 
will then be able to join the business -boosting 
cities having nine -foot barge lines to the sea 
and to the Mississippi and related valleys. 

Adjacent Bossier Parish is heavily settled 
and its Barksdale Air Force Base, a $100 
million project, feeds $3.5 million monthly 
into the Shreveport market. 

BATON ROUGE 

SHORTLY AFTER SUNSET an unsuspect- 
ing tourist who drives around behind the 
towering Louisiana State Capitol ( "tallest 
building in the South ") will wonder if he is 
on a Jersey City ferry crossing the Hudson 
River. The thousands and thousands of 
mazdas that outline the pipes and spigots 
and cat-crackers of the Esso plant, soon to 
be the world's largest, offer a gorgeous sky - 
full of industrial brilliance. 

Folks in the capital city of Louisiana 
claim it is growing so fast the Chamber of 
Commerce simply can't print a pamphlet 
that tells the up -to -date story; the paragraphs 
and tables are ancient history by the time the 
ink is dry. 

"It's the fastest growing city in the United 
States," according to Tom E. Gibbens, vice 
president -general manager of WAFB -AM- 
TV. "Population increased 247% from 
1940 -50 and now it's going up 7% a year." 

Kelly Maddox, WJBO general manager 
who spent many of his radio years in Texas, 
said, "It's like Dallas in the 40s. Industry 
is bringing in new blood and the natives 
welcome it." J. Roy Dabadie, of WJBO's 
affiliated WBRZ (TV), pointed northward 
to the miles -long Esso- Ethyl -Solvay- Kaiser 
cluster, bordering the Mississippi and just 
below the only bridge between New Orleans - 
Natchez, and called Baton Rouge "the cen- 
ter of the South's chemical industry." 

In Baton Rouge they're taking the spurt- 
ing municipal statistics seriously. "Don't 
tell anybody," a civic booster told BT's fact - 
hunter, "but we're going to be the second 
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