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held since June 1949. Before his affiliation 
with the network, Mr. DeGroot was active in 
radio advertising, promotion and theatre man- 
agement. 

Mr. Wylie joined the network in 1945 as a 
script writer and later became manager of the 
program promotion division. In mid -1948, he 
moved to the radio station relations depart- 
ment as a regional manager and early in 1951 
was appointed manager of the department. 
When ABC's integrated radio and television 
station relations department was put into effect 
in 1952, Mr. Wylie was named manager and 
had held that position from that time. 

Mr. Materne was appointed assistant na- 
tional sales manager for ABC -TV in March 
this year. He had been with the network since 
1949, first as an account executive in radio 
sales, then as general manager of WABC New 
York. These assignments were followed by 
promotions to national spot sales manager of 
ABC owned radio stations in December 1952, 
and in March 1953 to coordinator of ABC's 
owned radio and tv outlets, the position he 
held until he moved to ABC -TV as assistant 
national sales manager. 

Mr. Tepper, ABC controller, was named 
chief accountant nine months ago. After 16 
years in the NBC accounting department, he 
had joined ABC in 1943 as assistant controller 
and was promoted to controller in 1948. 

Mr. Buck, former regional manager of the 
television stations department, was named di- 
rector of operations for sales and station traf- 
fic two years ago. He has been with ABC for 
10 years, serving first in the sales service de- 
partment where he became assistant sales serv- 
ice manager and then as manager of tv sta- 
tion clearance. 

Mr. Schiess joined the radio stations depart- 
ment of ABC as contract supervisor in August 
1951. He was formerly with Foote, Cone & 
Belding. 

Mr. Scobey, an attorney in ABC's legal de- 
partment, moved to the network's business af- 
fairs department when it was created in Febru- 
ary of this year. Before joining ABC, he was 
with the New York law firm of Davis & Gilbert. 

Derr Named to Direct 
Joint CBS Sports Unit 
CONSOLIDATION of the sports divisions of 
CBS Radio and CBS -TV into a single unit 
serving both media with John Derr as director 
of sports for CBS was announced last week 
by Sig Mickelson, vice president in charge of 
news and public affairs for CBS Inc. 

Mr. Derr, who has been director of sports 
for CBS Radio since December 1951, joined 
the network in 1946 as writer on the staff of 
Red Barber, currently CBS counselor on sports. 
He became assistant sports director in 1947, 
associate director in 1949 and director of sports, 
CBS Radio, in 1951. 

Mr. Derr is heard Saturdays and Sundays on 
CBS Radio on his own sports series, and has 
covered many of the nation's outstanding golf 
tournaments. He is the producer- director of 
CBS Radio's Football Roundup. During the 
1949 season, he directed CBS -TV's pickups of 
the Brooklyn Dodgers home games and the 
World Series games at Ebbets Field that year. 

New Spanish Network 
FORMATION of National Spanish Network 
has been announced jointly by National Time 
Sales, New York, station representative firm, 
and Radiovision International S. A., Mexico 
City. Stations comprising network reach three 
million Spanish -speaking people in the South- 
west and Midwest, officials said. 
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EDWARD KLAUBER, EX -CBS EXECUTIVE 
AND PIONEER NEWSMAN, DIES AT 67 
EDWARD KLAUBER, onetime high executive 
of CBS and one of the men most responsible 
for establishing radio as a news medium, died 
last Thursday in New York after a long illness. 

He was 67. 
Mr. Klauber re- 

signed as chairman 
of the executive 
committee of CBS 
in 1943 because of 
ill health and, except 
for wartime duty as 
associate director of 
the Office of War In- 
formation, had been 
in retirement since. 

Memorial services 
were held Friday at 
the Campbell Fu- 

1942 Photo neral Home, New 
York. He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Doris 
Larson Klauber. 

In his 13 years with CBS, Mr. Klauber 
directed the formation of that network's news- 
gathering services and gained a wide reputation 
in the broadcasting field as a crack adminis- 
trator. 

Mr. Klauber joined CBS on Aug. 7, 1930, as 
assistant to the president, William S. Paley 
(now chairman of the board). In January 1931 
he was made a vice president of the network; 
in December of that year he was named first 
vice president, and in January 1934 he was 
given the title of executive vice president. 

He held that position for eight years, until 
March 25, 1942, when he was appointed to the 
newly- created post of chairman of the execu- 
tive committee. He resigned from CBS in 
August 1943 because of ill health, but in No- 
vember of that year he came out of retirement 
to accept the wartime appointment to the Office 
of War Information. 

MR. KLAUBER 

WHB, WHCC DROP 
MBS AFFILIATIONS 
TWO Mutual affiliates, WHB Kansas City 
and WHCC Waynesville, N. C., have an- 
nounced they are severing network connections 
to become independents. 

WHB will drop the affiliation after midnight 
Oct. 17, according to a joint announcement last 
week by Todd Storz, vice president of Mid - 
Continent Broadcasting Co., licensee, and 
George W. Armstrong, WHB manager. The 
announcement said that relations with the net- 
work have been amiable but that they (Messrs. 
Storz and Armstrong) believe the future of 
radio rests with the aggressive and intelligently - 
programmed independent station. They pointed 
out that the company also operates KOWH 
Omaha and WTIX New Orleans, both inde- 
pendents, and that these stations have the 
"largest audience of any station in their respec- 
tive cities according to the latest Hooper au- 
dience reports." 

WHB was established in 1922 and was pur- 
chased last June by Mid -Continent from Cook 
Paint & Varnish Co. 

WHCC relinquished the Mutual affiliation 
and became independent Sept. 16. It published 
a new fulltime program schedule and in an 
open letter to listeners said it believes "... we 
can be of greater service and bring you better 
programs as a local and independent station." 
WHCC is a 250 w fulltimer and is owned by 
Kenneth D. Fry and Margaret F. Fry. 

Mr. Klauber went to CBS from Lennen & 

Mitchell, where he had developed a number of 
radio accounts, including Old Gold cigarettes. 
Previously, he had been for 12 years with the 
New York Times, which he joined as a reporter 
in 1916. He became night city editor, re- 
maining with the paper until 1928. 

'Medic' Proves Popular 
TRENDEX rating on the first NBC -TV's 
The Medic -reportedly the highest ever 
recorded by the network in the Monday 
9 -9:30 p.m. time period -was broken 
last week but the shattered precedent 
was welcome news at NBC. The second 
Medic telecast moved into first place 
with a 25.3, several points ahead of the 
debut program, which pulled a 19.6. 
New record outdistanced CBS -TV's Pub- 
lic Defender, which drew a 19.9 rating, 
a 38.8% share of the audience, as op- 
posed to a 44.2% share recorded for 
The Medic, according to NBC. 

'Reluctant' on '48 Sale, 
Benny Tells Tax Court 
HE WAS RELUCTANT to sell Amusement 
Enterprises Inc. to CBS in 1948, comedian 
Jack Benny testified during a three -hour witness 
stand session before the U. S. Tax Court in 
Los Angeles last week [BT, Sept. 20]. 

Whether the $2,260,000 CBS paid for out- 
standing Amusement Enterprises stock is sub- 
ject to income tax, as the Internal Revenue 
Dept. insists, or is a long -term capital gains 
tax, as Mr. Benny's attorneys contend is the 
issue in the case. Approximately $1 million 
difference in applicable rates is involved. The 
government also contends most of the CBS 
money went to Mr. Benny personally for switch- 
ing from NBC, and is thus subject to income 
tax. 

CBS' switch decision was made after a meet- 
ing between representatives of MCA (Mr. Ben - 
ney's agents), sponsor American Tobacco Co., 
CBS, and Mr. Benny's associates in Amusement 
Enterprises (a former brother -in -law Myrt 
Blum and attorneys Loyd Wright Sr., and 
Sylvan Oestricker), Mr. Benny said. 

"The stock was sold to CBS, although I 
wanted to give NBC the first choice. My rela- 
tionship with the network was very good -and 
still is," Mr. Benny testified. 

Further, he didn't want to sell his stock at all, 
but his associates so advised him and it was 
his first opportunity to "collect a hunk of 
dough," he said. 

Amusement Enterprises was formed in 1947 
because he was dissatisfied with the previous 
contract with American Tobacco Co. Under 
it, the CBS comic said, he received $22,000 
weekly, from which he paid the show cast, plus 
an extra $200,000 yearly for guest stars and 
exploitation and $50,000 for traveling expenses. 
However, the unused portion of the last two 
items had to be returned, he pointed out. 

After a "general discussion" between the 
sponsor and MCA, a corporation was formed 
and earned approximately $250,000 during a 
year's existence, he testified. 

Mr. Benny also denied that he participated 
personally in stock sale negotiations. This 
followed the line of previous testimony by Mr. 
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