
EQUAL ACCESS PROBE 
By J. FRANK BEATTY 

NARTB decided last week to take 
definite action in the all -industry 
fight against efforts to freeze radio 
and TV out of public events and 
sports contests. 

The combined Radio and Televi- 
sion Boards took the first step 
Wednesday by calling for an inves- 
tigation into the whole problem of 
obtaining equal access to hearings, 
trials, meetings and sports with 
other news media. (See other 
board stories below and on page 
36). 

NARTB President Harold E. 
Fellows, who has been beating a 
path around the country to warn 
broadcasters of the need for action, 
received instructions from the 
board to appoint a committee rep- 
resenting the broadcast media. 

To Probe All Angles 
This committee will probe the 

problem from all angles, including 
congressional and legislative pro- 
ceedings, National Collegiate Ath- 
letic Assn. football monopoly 
(NCAA story, page 67), local trials 
and civic gatherings. It will be 
charged with the job of finding out 
why radio and TV aren't treated 
on an equality with other news 
media. 

President Fellows, observing he 
planned to name the committee in 
a fortnight, with all industry 
facets represented, said the grow- 
ing tendency in several areas "to 
deny radio and television equal 
standing with other public media 
is, we believe, contrary to the in- 
terest of the American people. The 
great broadcasting media of this 
nation cannot live up to their obvi- 
ous responsibility to serve the 
American public in such an atmo- 
sphere of denial and prejudice. 
This thing has been going on too 
long and is growing to dangerous 

NARTB MEMBERS 
AM Total Passes 1,000 

AM STATION membership of 
NARTB has passed the 1,000 -mark 
for the first time in several years, 
according to a report given the 
NARTB combined boards at their 
Wednesday meeting in Washington. 

Report from the Membership Dept., 
headed by William T. Stubblefield, 
showed 78 associate members as of 
Nov. 30. New associates include Cinema 
Engineering Co., Burbank, Calif.; 
Standard Electronics Corp., Newark; 
Tower Engineering & Construction Co., 
Houston; Telenews Productions, New 
York; A. C. Nielsen Co., Chicago; H -R 
Representatives Inc., New York; Asso- 
ciated Program Service, Television, 
New York; Palladium Radio Produc- 
tions, New York; Raytheon Mfg. Co., 
(too late for board consideration). 

The rate of new AM member ac- 
quisitions is nearly double the num- 
ber of resignations and defaults. 
Membership also includes nearly 
400 FM stations, two networks, 97 
TV stations and four TV network 
members, a grand total just short 
of the 1,600 mark. 

The membership report was 
deemed the most encouraging re- 
ceived in several years. 

proportions. We intend to do some- 
thing about it." 

Judge Justin Miller, NARTB 
board chairman, will work with 
the committee in examining legal 
angles. He said many of the 
denials of access to public events 
and sports contests "are very pos- 
sibly in violation of our anti -trust 
laws." 

An hour -long discussion by the 
combined boards preceded adoption 
of the resolution authorizing Pres- 
ident Fellows to name an investi- 
gating committee. Several NARTB 
districts had protested radio -TV 
coverage restrictions during the 
summer -fall series of meetings 
around the nation. 

One of the district actions had 
called for an investigation of the 

NARTB Leads All-Industry Fight 

Marciano- Walcott fight held last 
fall in Philadelphia. Radio and 
TV were denied access to the fight, 
which was covered by theatre TV. 
The fight ban even precluded 
round -by -round recreation after 
the match was over. 

Other district resolutions had 
proposed that NCAA's football 
monopoly be studied; that rules 
governing coverage cif legislative 
hearings by public media be in- 
vestigated; that limitations placed 
in coverage of baseball and other 
sports events be probed. 

Network Support 
Paul W. Morency, WTIC Hart- 

ford, and Robert D. Swezey, 
WDSU -TV New Orleans and 
NARTB Television Board chair- 

BUSINESS ETHICS 
NARTB Will Study 

For Stations 
DEVELOPMENT of a set of business ethics "for successful radio station 
operation" will be undertaken by NARTB at the suggestion of broad- 
casters and related industry figures. This is the first formal effort to 
attack double -billing and rate -cutting practices. 

NARTB President Harold E. * 
Fellows was asked by the NARTB er, KJBS San Francisco. Mr. Breyer 
Radio Board to investigate the idea had urged delegates at the NARTB 
of setting up trade practices as District 15 meeting in September to 
"ethical guideposts" similar to sign a memo which would assure all 
voluntary business codes in other advertisers they are paying the 
industries. He was directed to same rate for the same schedule 
recommend action at a meeting of [BT, Sept. 8]. 
the joint NARTB boards in Feb- Adoption of a "Guaranteed Rate 

Card Seal" was proposed in August 
by Todd Storz, KOWH Omaha, to 
curtail rate -cutting practices [BST, 
Aug. 18]. 

ruary. 
The idea of attacking "chiseling" 

and other borderline business 
tactics by means of a voluntary 
set of ethics was first discussed 
in public by President Fellows last 
summer at NARTB district meet- 
ings. 

At that time he said the subject 
might come up at the first meet- 
ing of the newly revised Standards 
of Practice Committee, named to 
overhaul the voluntary program - 
advertising standards adopted in 
1948. This committee held its 
meeting Nov. 6 -7 with John F. 
Meagher, KYSM Mankato, Minn., 
as chairman [BT, Nov. 10]. 

One of the tough problems in the 
ethical situation is danger of run- 
ning afoul of anti -trust laws affect- 
ing rate regulation and price- fixing. 
NARTB's approach is strictly from 
the ethical viewpoint, according to 
association officials. 

The standards committee con- 
sidered the idea in November but 
decided to turn it over to the Radio 
Board. 

Attention was called in Septem- 
ber to the fact that rate chiseling 
and special deals violate the stand- 
ard NARTB -AAAA spot radio con- 
tract, in a statement by Frank 
Silvernail, chairman of the AAAA 
Committee on Radio & Television 
Broadcasting and radio -TV time - 
buying manager of BBDO [BT; 
Sept. 29]. 

Mr. Silvernail had voiced his 
views in a letter to Stanley G. Brey- 

BROADCASTING Telecasting 

Several NARTB districts adopted 
resolutions condemning rate chisel- 
ing, with broadcasters around the 
country conceding the level of rate 
practices is low in many areas. 

NARTB President Fellows ex- 
plained last week's Radio Board ac- 
tion this way: 

Various proposals have been sug- 
gested to us by members of the asso- 
ciation for developing standards for 
business practice, such as those that 
have been adopted by other profes- 
sions and trade associations. This 
subject first was considered by the 
Radio Standards of Practice Commit- 
tee at a recent meeting and was 
passed along to the Board of Direc- 
tors for consideration. The Board has 
agreed that the proposal should be 
thoroughly explored. 

I have been given the task by the 
board to study the proposals and rec- 
ommend action at a meeting of the 
full association board to be held in 
February 1953. 

The Radio Board considered several 
District meeting resolutions referred 
to it for action. One of these, adopted 
by Districts 1 (New England) and 4 
(D. C., Va., N. C., S. C.), requested 
association members to subscribe to 
a pledge that each would abstain from 
any form of double billing. The reso- 
lution was referred to the president, 
as was a resolution adopted by Dis- 
trict 12 (Kan., Okla.) which recom- 
mended that the present policy of rate 
protection, usually effective for 12 
months, be reduced to áperiod of 180 
days. 

man, drafted the joint board reso- 
lution. It was seconded by Mich- 
ael R. Hanna, WHCU Ithaca, N. Y. 

National networks, through rep- 
resentatives sitting at the board 
meeting, pledged to support the in- 
dustry inquiry and made available 
the services of their sports spe- 
cialists. 

The committee is to examine all 
aspects of the problem. It will go 
carefully into legal implications in- 
volved in cases where radio or TV 
cannot gain coverage rights on a 
basis of equality with other media. 

Even high school athletic asso- 
ciations are getting a professional 
gleam in their eyes as they con- 
template the revenue possibilities 
of controlled radio and TV, Mr. 
Fellows said. He added that the 
outcome might be a "miniature 
NCAA" monopoly in the secondary 
school field. 

Recent court decisions involving 
the rights of witnesses at hearings 
and trials have aggravated the cov- 
erage problem of the broadcast 
media. Last spring Speaker Sam 
Rayburn, of the House, slapped 
an outright ban on radio and TV 
pickups of hearings and related 
House proceedings. 

Offsetting Speaker Rayburn's 
arbitrary action was the promise 
by Rep. Joseph W. Martin Jr. (R- 
Mass.), slated to be House Speaker 
in the new Congress, that he could 
not go along with the Rayburn 
policy. Rep. Martin contended in 
the CBS -TV Man of the Week show 
Nov. 16 [BST, Nov. 24] that the 
decision as to radio and TV pick- 
ups of House proceedings should 
be left to individual committees. 

Ike Trip Incident 
A bright spot in the radio -TV 

recognition situation was the heed- 
ing by President -elect Eisenhow- 
er's staff of a radio -TV protest 
against the original exclusion of 
the two media from the Korean in- 
spection trip [BT, Nov. 24, Dec. 
1]. After protests had been made 
by NARTB, National Assn. of Ra- 
dio News Directors, Radio Corre- 
spondents Assn., network execu- 
tives and others, the decision was 
amended by James C. Hagerty, the 
President -elect's news secretary, to 
carry a radio man on the trip and 
pick up a TV cameraman in Korea. 

NARTB.- directors were indig- 
nant at their last meeting in June 
over efforts to keep radio and TV 
out of public events [BT, June 
16]. One of the first steps was to 
wage a strong fight against an ef- 
fort by FCC to throw stations and 
networks into regulatory irons if 
they refused to allow program re- 
broadcasts by other stations. FCC 
later softened the rule [BT, Nov 
3], by dropping a clause requiring 
licensees to file reports within 10 
days when they refuse to give con- 
sent for program rebroadcasts. 

Text of the resolution unani- 
mously adopted Wednesday by the 

(Continued on page 38) 
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