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Lexicon 300 
Lexicon's latest mid range effects 
processor examined by Patrick Stapley 

The 300 fits into the Lexicon hierarchy 
mid way between the 480XL and 
PCM70, both in terms of facilities and 
price; it offers a number of features 

that will be familiar to current Lexicon users, as 

well as some fresh and innovative ones. This 2U, 

rack mount unit could be viewed as a replacement 
for the Lexicon 200, which proved particularly 
popular with broadcast and AV facilities: indeed 
the 300, with its Timecode and Stereo Adjust 
modes, appears aimed at a far wider market than 
purely multitrack music studios. 

Inputs /outputs 
The analogue I /Os are via electronically balanced 
XLRs (2 in/2 out), and the input is switchable 
0 dB / +16 dB. There are two digital formats 
available via three types of connector -AES/EBU 
input is on XLR, and S/PDIF input is via RCA 
phono or fibre -optic connector; the user specified 

output format is supplied to all three connectors. 
MIDI In, Out and Thru sockets are provided, 
timecode input is via XLR and there is a DE9 

communications port for future enhancements. 
To save the user time in reconfiguring I/O 

status, the unit includes eight setup presets 
containing common I/O configurations which can 
be edited, and stored in 64 setup registers. These 
setup presets will reset the type of input 
connector, and the format of the digital output (an 

analogue output is always present) -for example 
the input could be selected to Optical and the 
output to AES/EBU, or XLR In/SPDIF Out etc. In 
addition, setups contain the status of Emphasis, 
Copy Prohibit, Meter Source, and the Internal 
Sampling Rate (48 or 44.1 kHz) when the input is 

analogue -when the input is digital, the internal 
sampling rate will automatically lock to the 
incoming clock. Loading a Setup Preset/Register 
will also load one of the units stored sounds, and 
unless previously edited, this will default to the 
first effect preset -(P1) Large Hall. 

Left and right analogue I/O levels are 
separately adjustable from front panel soft 
controls, and have a range of -10 to +10 dB in 

0.1 dB steps, which of course follows the Input 
Gain Switch at the back of the unit. Any 
adjustments will remain in the systems memory 
unless the unit is globally reset to its original 

factory settings (0 dB DO). 

Both the A/D and D/A converters incorporate 
oversampling by 64x and 8x respectively. Without 
going into masses of detailed figures, the general 
spec of the unit is very impressive, and the 
signal -to -noise of the analogue output at 100 dBm 

minimum, makes the unit noticeably quiet, if not 
the quietest of all Lexicon's reverb /effect units. 

Front Panel 
The front panel can broadly speaking be divided 
into six sections. Starting from the left there are 
four indicators which light to show the internal 
sampling rate (48, 44.1 or 32 kHz) and the 
presence of MIDI data. Next to these are the nine 
segment bargraph meters consisting of six green, 
two amber and one red segment -as mentioned 
their source is switchable between analogue 
input, digital input and effect output. Next is the 
display window with two lines of 20 alphanumeric 
characters; arranged above and below this are a 

total of eight soft buttons, each of which selects 
the parameter displayed nearest to it. To the 
right of the display is a stepped rotary control or 

'Soft Knob', which is used to adjust selected 
parameter values and to run through presets, 
registers, lists etc. Two buttons marked Page Up 
and Page Down select the different pages of 
parameters associated with the systems 
operational modes. A numeric keypad is provided 
for keying in Preset/Register numbers, and for 

entering time code values, but frustratingly it 
cannot be used for entering parameter values. 
Eight dedicated function buttons switch the unit 
into different modes of operation, these are -RUN 
which is used to select and load stored Setup 
Presets or Registers; SETUP EDIT used to create 
or modify the current setup including Effect 
Preset selection; CONTROL which accesses 
various global system functions, including the 
MIDI Table and the mass deletion of Setup and 
Effect Registers (there is no provision for deleting 
single Registers other than overwriting them with 
an unused Register); EFFECT EDIT allows the 
current Effect's parameters to be modified; MOD 
EDIT is used to assign MIDI patches; VALUE 
toggles and display between parameter ID and its 
current value; STORE commits modified Presets 
to the systems memory; and MACH at present is 

unused. At the extreme right of the unit above 

the power switch are two Bypass buttons, A and 
B, which at the moment operate in unison -it's 
possible that these, along with the Mach button, 
have been provided for a future 'Dual' machine 
facility which, like the 480XL, will allow two 

effects programs to be run simultaneously. 

Operation 
Gaining familiarity with the 300 is by no means 
immediate; it's not a unit that one can play 
around with for five minutes and feel instantly at 
home with- although Lexicon do provide a 'Quick 
Reference Guide' sheet. Locating certain operative 
functions hidden behind function keys and pages 
of parameters is at times less than intuitive, and 
it can be confusing when the function keys recall 
the last selected page rather than defaulting to a 

'top level' start page. For example, what should 

be a simple matter of selecting an effect preset, 
can become complicated by having to search for 

the correct page once the correct operational mode 

has been entered -it would perhaps have been 
better if an important, and regularly used 
function like this were defaulted to. Obviously 
there is the trade -off here, between the 
convenience of returning to a function where you 

left it, and quick easy access to commonly used 
system parameters. Having said this, the speed 

and ease of operation improves with familiarity, 
but I can foresee a certain degree of user 
impatience in the early stages. 

The basic operational procedure is as follows - 
once the unit is powered up the display will 

default to Control Mode, Page 1 allowing the 
system's memory protection facility to be switched 
on or off (if the Store function is to be used to 

save user effects etc, memory protection should be 

disabled). Run Mode is then entered to select an 

appropriate Setup Preset; the unit will 
automatically default to the last Setup Preset 
used. Once selected the Preset is loaded by 

pressing the Enter Button on the keypad. The 
next step is to select Edit Setup Mode which 
allows the Preset, if required, to be modified as 

described earlier and, by selecting the Store 
Function Button, to be stored in a Setup Register 
for future use. Loading the Setup will also load 

an Effect Preset, but to access other Effect Presets 
the display must be showing the correct page. 

Effects Presets can then be viewed through by 

turning the Soft Knob, and loaded by pressing the 
Enter Button. The loaded Effect is edited by 

switching to Edit Effect Mode where various 
parameters can be accessed from different pages 
and adjusted; the result may be renamed, and 
stored in a specified Effect Register by accessing 
Store Mode. 

Another operational criticism that should be 
mentioned, concerns the soft buttons positioned 
above and below the display. As described, a 
parameter for an effect preset is accessed by 

pressing the soft button that relates to it, causing 
the abbreviated parameter to be underlined. If the 
soft button is pressed a second time the display 
will briefly switch to show a more detailed 
description of the parameter along with its 
value -this is similar to the action of the Slider 
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