
Ta-Ta, with Johnny Mercer in Friend-
ship, and with Kenny Baker in March of
the Doagies (a number cut from The
Harvey Girls). It wasn't until relatively
late in her career, at the time of her his-
toric "Live at Carnegie Hall" album,
that Garland really developed much
microphone technique. All during her
film career she simply stood there and
sang like the great vaudevillian she was,
and the communication was instant,
direct, and overpowering. On these
sides she often seems to be belting
blindly, with little or no attempt to
accommodate her style to the recording
medium. P.R.

DON HENLEY: Building the Perfect
Beast. Don Henley (vocals, percussion,
keyboards); vocal and instrumental ac-
companiment. The Boys of Summer;
Man with a Mission; You're Not Drink-
ing Enough; Building the Perfect Beast;
Not Enough Love in the World; and five
others. GEFFEN GHS 24026 $8.98, C)
M5G 24026 $8.98.

Performance: Angry
Recording: Very good

No matter what you make of "Building
the Perfect Beast," one thing is for cer-
tain: Don Henley is not a happy man. If
this album, his second solo effort since
the dissolution of the Eagles, is any real
indication, Henley's dissatisfaction
runs long, deep, and full circle.

His problems begin on side one with
matters personal and romantic in The
Boys of Summer and Not Enough Love
in the World. On the whole, these
songs-and particularly their heavy
synthesizer treatments-are not the bit-
tersweet, dreamy tales of disappoint-
ment so integral to rock-and-roll but
dark and disturbing outbursts of emo-
tion that signify a man on the edge. By
the second side, the music has followed
the evolution of someone whose fail-
ures have pressed too hard on his mind;
and the focus shifts to encompass Hen-
ley's larger (and somewhat overreac-
tionary) political and social worries. At
the album's finish, he offers no redeem-
ing solutions.

This is an album of tortured songs,
with vocals so achingly raw they nearly
bleed. Henley may not have built a truly
perfect beast, but in exposing the soul of
a man who grasps frantically for even
the slightest control over his life, he has
created a frightening and powerful por-
trait of the underside of America's
Everyman. A.N.

KOOL & THE GANG: Emergency.
Kool & the Gang (vocals and instru-
mentals). Emergency; Fresh; Misled.
Cherish; You Are the One; and two oth-
ers. DE-LITE 822 943-1 $8.98, © 822
943-4 $8.98.

Performance: Reliable
Recording: Good

Kool & the Gang can always be counted
on to deliver easy -to -listen -to r -&-b
dance music. Though some of their
tracks are less than distinguished, at

least two selections here guarantee the
kind of musical pleasure the group can
generate when in peak form. One is
Misled, a kicking dance tune that has
already become a hit single. The other, a
far more interesting item, is You Are the
One, which has a novel off -beat cadence
and just a trace of reggae. If you listen
carefully, you'll discover that the lyrics
are those of prayer. It's nice to see that
good guys can still win. P.G.

NEW GRASS REVIVAL: On the Bou-
levard (see Best of the Month, page
88)

SHALAMAR: Heart Break. Shalamar
(vocals and instrumentals); other musi-
cians. Amnesia; Dancin' in the Sheets;
Whenever You Need Me; Heart Break;
Don7 Get Stopped in Beverly Hills; and
three others. SOLAR 60385-1 $8.98, 0
60385-4 $8.98.

Performance: Their best
Recording: Excellent

The name is all that remains of the orig-
inal Shalamar, which emerged in the
late Seventies during the age of disco.
"Heart Break" suggests that the trio has
finally arrived at the right combination
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