
through the tight, unfussy Smile and
through I Wouldn't Lie and My Every-
thing. And Love Vibes, heavy on the
back beat, has a strong conga -based
Latin edge in which vocal and instru-
mental are almost evenly balanced.

Only toward the end of the second
side is there a marked change with the
rich flugelhorn entry of Spirit of Sum-
mer. It's a jazz -inflected ballad with a
shimmering wordless group vocal edged
by sax and flugelhorn and scatting (some
of it apparently synthesized) interwoven
with horns. It makes a brief, extraordi-
narily effective mood -changer before
Whole Lot of Shakin'-a high -rider that's
clear and clean and upbeat in every
sense, propelled by a simple drum pat-
tern and a subtle rhythm guitar.

That so many black albums are ruined
by overblown production makes Mau -

The Emotions

rice White's altogether admirable mid-
wifery doubly welcome. Taut, precise
backings keep the vocalists firmly in the
center; subtle melodic, dynamic, and
tempo contrasts ensure a freshness with-
out ever moving outside the bounds of
current big-time popular sounds. To be
able to work within a format that allows
few surprises and at the same time main-
tain freshness is the acme of the com-
mercial producer's craft. And White is
one of the best. J.S.R.

Hall and Oates. Along the Red Ledge.
David Foster, producer. RCA AFL 1 -
2804, $7.98. Tape: on A FK 1-2804, ID.

A FS 1-2804, $7.98.

"Along the Red Ledge," easily Hall and
Oates's best album, has a tough sheen to
its music. As produced by David Foster,
there is an inveigling cavernousness to its
sound, as if it had been recorded in some
bleak alleyway in the middle of the
night. Its surly, charming r&b, replete
with glistening guitars and punchy
horns, shaves Hall and Oates's usually
grandiose melodrama down to a few
terse declamations of passion and regret.

Or at least when the music is written
by Hall. "Red Ledge" is really Daryl's
triumph, his fast soul melodies taking
note of prime Motown, his vocals a cool
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Nikko. Accuracy
Unlike Any Stereotype.

Many stereotypes predictably claim they found the seed
of sound . . . but only Nikko Audio actually delivers that
pinnacle of purity through three new components in our
professional series.

Gamma V Synthesized FM Digital Tuner
With phase -lock -loop, twin -staged synthesized manual or

automatic tuning circuitry, your stations will never fade away
as the LED readout brightly shows the locked- n MHz numbers.
Accuracy on the button.
Alpha Ill Power MOS-FET DC Amplifier

Accentuated accuracy. DC powered MOS-FET circuitry guar-
antees absolute stability while THD is the lowest in the industry
at anywhere near the price range - 0.008% (80 watts per
channel, both channels driven into 8 ohms, 0 to 20kHz).
EQ 1 Graphic Equalizer

At 10 bands per channel providing a ± 12dB boost or cut
and ± 6dB gain control, you can shape the acoustics of your
den into those of o recording studio with Nikko's EQ 1.

All three components con be profes-
sionally stocked into Nikko's new 19"
rock mount cabinet. But hearing is be-
lieving. Coll our toll -free number `or the
name of your nearest Nikko dealer at
(800) 423-2994 and find out why Nik-
ko's reputation for °cc:JR:Icy is forever
sound.

Nikko Audio
For those who toKe their stereo seriously
Nikko Electric Corp of Americo
16270 Roymer Sr Von Nuys, Cold 91406 (213) 989-0105
218 Sherwood Ave .Forrningdole, N Y 11735 (516) 293.2906
In Coned° Supeno, Dec -Tonics. Inc ' NIAko Aud,o 1978
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