
Amerika skeduled. ABC -TV's controversial mini- series, Amerika, will run 141/2 hours - 
two-and -a -half hours longer than originally anticipated. The program will be broadcast in 
seven parts, beginning Sunday, Feb. 15, from 9 to 11 p.m. NY T. The rest of the Amerika 
schedule: Part II, Monday, Feb. 16, 9-11 p.m.; Part Ill, Tuesday, Feb. 17, 8:30 -11 p.m.; Part 
IV, Wednesday, Feb. 18, 9 -11 p.m.; Part V, Thursday, Feb. 19, 9 -11 p.m.; Part VI, Friday, Feb. 
20, 9 -11 p.m., and Part VII, Feb. 22, 9 -11 p.m. The estimated $32- million project is a 
production of ABC Circle Films. Donald Wrye is the executive producer, director and 
writer of the program. ABC said it would have a special screening on Jan. 5 (of about four 
hours of the program) in Lincoln, Neb., in honor of area citizens who participated in the 
film, which was shot on location in nearby Tecumseh. 

by Tinker. 
The studio was founded in 1918 and 

served as the site of such films as "King 
Kong," "Gone with the Wind," and "Citizen 
Kane." linker, reached last week in Los An- 
geles, said that more money would be spent 
to upgrade the studio facilities. Among other 
things, two or three of the 12 sound studios 
will be refurbished for use in sitcom produc- 
tion, Tinker said. He added that while the 
venture is still technically an agreement in 
principle, everything is in place but the legal 
paperwork. "The basic agreement is fine," 
he said. "I'm very happy about it." He will 
hold a press conference in January to pro- 
vide further detail on the new venture. 

The former NBC chairman said last week 

he did not leave that network with a develop- 
ment deal and that he did not have such an 
arrangement with any entity. "I very careful- 
ly planned it that way," linker said. "This 
company is starting from ground zero." He 
said that his first major task will be to gather 
the best creative talent available for the new 
company. 

Gannett President John Curley said of the 
venture: "With Gannett's eight- station tele- 
vision division, we already have experience 
in the broadcast business. It's a natural for us 
to expand into entertainment programing 
and we are delighted to team up with Grant 
Tinker." Before assuming the chairmanship 
of NBC in 1981, Tinker formed and headed 
MTM Productions. 

Marriage made in 
Hollywood: `The 
Home Shopping 
Game Show' 

MCA -TV and the Home Shopping Network 
announced last week that they will put a new 
twist on two familiar sights on television in 
the fall of 1987, when they make a syndicat- 
ed game show out of home shopping. 

MCA -TV and HSN executives predicted 
that The Home Shopping Game Show will 
make $800 million to $1 billion in its first 
year. Marketing plans for the show were not 
made available; they will be announced at 
next month's Association of Independent 
Television Stations convention. According 
to Roy M. Speer, HSN chairman, the project 
will be "advertiser supported." 

A pilot of The Home Shopping Game 
Show will be available by the end of Decem- 
ber, with 52 weeks of the show to be taped. It 
will be produced by Home Shopping Enter- 
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King World will take one or two new projects to the upcoming 
NAIPE International show, but the status of a planned early fringe 
talk -variety show hosted by Tony Orlando that was tested in Detroit 
is uncertain. The new offering will be The Laugh Machine, a weekly 
show featuring stand -up comedians for late night, early evening on 
weekends, or checkerboards, that will debut next fall. The producer 
of the show is George Slaughter, who produced Laugh -In. King 
Abrld remains reluctant to put the Orlando show head -to -head in 
early fringe with The Oprah Winfrey Show, which is currently being 
moved to that time period by many stations that originally ran it in the 
morning Sources said that King Vbrld is now in discussions with 
two networks over placing the Orlando show in daytime. During Nov 
3 -28 on woiv -ry Detroit, the show averaged a 7/17, third in its time 
period. King Abrld is waiting until after the February sweeps before 
making a decision on renewing Nitelife with David Brenner. True 
Confessions has not been renewed for a second year and will cease 
production in August. Rock and Roll Evening News will no longer 
be distributed by King Abrld as of Jan. 3. 

Tribune Entertainment's second special hosted by Geraldo Ri- 
vera, American Vice: The Doping of a Nation, syndicated to 162 
markets on Dec. 2, had a national rating of 17.2 (15,030,000 house- 
holds) to make it the fifth highest- ranked syndicated program in 
television history. American Vice reportedly engendered legal re- 
purcussions over the legality of filming arrests of suspects. Accord- 
ing to press reports, an arrest of a woman in Houston and another 
arrest in Florida had resulted in lawsuits, but a Tribune spokesman 
said last week that no suits had been filed against the company. The 
two-hour examination of the drug problem in America featured live 
drug busts in Miami, Houston and San Jose, Calif. John Langley and 
Malcom Barbour, producers of the program for Rivera's Maravilla 
Productions, said that all of the arrest warrants were valid at the time 
the on- camera arrests took place. Langley claimed that his under- 
standing of legal precedents was that suspects have no rights of 
anonymity since showing of suspect's face on camera has not been 
shown to prejudice a trial. 

Television Program Source is being absorbed by Coca -Cola 
Telecommunications. Coca -Cola, which owned the company along 
with Bob King, Bob Peyton and Alan Bennett, bought out the equity 
shares of each of the three partners, and will acquire all of the 
campanys product. King will be president of distribution of the 
Coca -Cola first -run division, and Peyton and Bennett will each be 

senior vice presidents of distribution. Parole Board, originally de- 
signed for a January start by TPS, has now been pushed back to a 
fall 1988 start Coca -Cola Telecommunications will also distribute 
Good Advice, hosted by Joy Brown, which will focus on problems 
covering a wide spectrum through discussions with a live audience. 
Sales of the show will be on a cash -plus -barter basis with Coca -Cola 
holding one minute. The Telecommunications unit will also handle 
sales of an all -new Match Game. 

Buena Vista Television reports that it has cleared Win, Lose or 
Draw on WCBS -TV New York and KABC -TV Los Angeles. Sales of the 
series, whose executive producers are Burt Reynolds and Bert 
Convy, are on a cash -plus -barter basis with Buena Vista holding 
back one minute. Win, Lose or Draw features celebrities playing a 

sketch -pad charade parlor game played before a live audience. 
Following the acquisition of Marvel Comics, New World Televi- 

Conty and Reynolds 

Sion is offering its first project, a two-hour pilot for a series that will 
debut in the fall of 1988 called Mudball McBear. The pilot will air in 

the fourth quarter of this year and the first quarter of 1987. Tony 
Brown, senior vice president and general sales manager, said that 
the series will attempt to get around the current robotic wave in 

animation with Beverly Hillbilly -type humor. Brown said that New 
World is currently testing interest in the marketplace for its film 
package, New Mild One." Sales will begin with Los Angeles. 
Brown said that New Vtbrld will release Highway to Heaven for 1989. 

Broadcasting Dec 22 1986 




