
In Brief 

ABC -TV continues to woo affiliates from other networks. 
Latest coup (in wake of San Diego and Baton Rouge switches): 
WPRI -TV Providence, R.I., CBS -TV affiliate since it went on air 22 

years ago, is switching to ABC -TV, effective in fall. Edwin W. Pfeiffer, 
WPRI-TV VP- general manager, is long -time CBS -TV affiliate leader and 
was chairman of affiliates board 1972 -74. Carl Ward, CBS -TV affili- 
ate relations VP said that since WeRl-TV and ABC's current Providence 
affiliate, wiEv1TW New Bedford. Mass., delivered same number of 

prime -time homes in latest Arbitron report. "I can only speculate that 
ABC was willing to pay an extraordinary price" to gel wPRi.Tv to 
switch. Despite "very close relationship with wPRI.TV;' he said. "it 
would have been imprudent for us to grant an increase in station pay- 
ments beyond business realities" ABC sources and Mr. Pfeiffer said 
programing and coverage were involved in addition to compensation 
but declined to discuss compensation. WTEV is expected to become 
new CBS outlet. It's on channel 6. WPRITV on channel 12. 
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Group owner Richard Eaton has filed $50 million malpractice 
suit against Smith á Pepper, Washington communications 
counsel, in connection with FCC's denial of renewal of WFABIAMI 

Miami, Suit alleges that Smith & Pepper, Mr. Eaton's counsel, failed to 
file court appeal within 30 -day statutory period, with result that com- 
mission decision became final without challenge. Commission said 
Eaton -owned licensee company was guilty of fraudulent billing 
(BROADCASTING. Oct. 6, 1975). Suit, which names five partners as well 
as firm itself, claims $40 million as result of damage to WFAB licensee 
and to other Eaton broadcast properties, and S10 million as result of 

damages to Mr. Eaton personally. Mr. Eaton is being represented by 
Marvin Ellin and Jonathan Schochor, of Baltimore firm of Ellin & 

Baker. 

FCC has rejected Westinghouse Broadcasting proposal that it spin 
off "previewing opportunity" portion of over -all network inquiry 
and act on it immediately (BROADCASTING. Feb. 28). Commission dis- 
agreed with Westinghouse's claims of urgency, said networks are 
de- emphasizing violence this year and appear to be previewing 
more now than petition indicated. FCC said rejection didn't mean 
prejudgment (vote was 7 -0, Commissioners Hooks and Washburn 
concurring). Westinghouse's Donald H. McGannon called decision 
"flabbergasting ... if control of crime and violence and adult con- 
tent on television is to be achieved, it must wait at least a year -until 
another season has gone by :' 

ABC Inc. Chairman Leonard H. Goldenson received $747,077 in 

salary and incentive pay for 1976 and President Elton H. Rule re- 
ceived $649,423, according to proxy statement issued Friday. Fre- 
derick S. Pierce, president of ABC Television, was third -highest 
paid officer: He received total of 5401,923 and has contract running 
to June 30, 1981. starting at annual salary of S160.000 and increas- 
ing 510.000 per year to S190,000 in each of its last two years. Proxy 

also reported Mr. Goldenson. 71, has contract to full -time employ- 
ment until June 30. 1981, at S250,000 annual salary, and Mr. Rule, 59, 

has one to June 30, 1982, at $200.000 per year and S50,000 deferred 
compensation for each contract year worked. None of these con- 

tracts affects eligibility for incentive pay, which for 1976 represented 
$514,000 of Mr. Goldenson's total, $455,000 of Mr. Rule's, 5250,000 
of Mr. Piercé s. Everett H. Erlick, senior VP and general counsel, re- 

ceived total of 5262.731, Michael P Mallardi, VP and chief financial 
officer, $208,269, and I. Martin Pompadur, VP and assistant to presi- 
dent, $139,731 plus $231,000 in termination pay following his resig- 

nation last fall. 

Despite moves to extend National Association of Broadcasters 
convention from four days to six ( "Closed Circuit;' April 11). 
association staff is reported ready to recommend against it- 
mainly because stretch would force exhibitors to strike booths before 
convention is finished or to stay and pay more rent. It would also 
boost cost to association. NAB study committee will take it up at 
Washington meeting May 13 -14. 

Thomas W. Sarnoff, NBC staff executive VP. who has headed 

NBC's West Coast operations since 1962, leaves June 30 to form 
own company, Sarnoff International Enterprises Inc. Firm will deal 
primarily in presentation of live arena and stage shows but will also 
get into TV and theatrical productions. His departure, NBC source 
said, leaves company without fulltime Sarnoff for first time in 
history: Brother Robert was ousted as chairman of parent RCA in 
1975 but signed as consultant at S75.000 per year for 10 years; their 
father, Brigadier General David Sarnoff, dominant in building both 
RCA and NBC. died in 1971. General Sarnoff's other son, Edward, 
heads Fleet Services. New York. 
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Joe Allbritton, Chairman of Washington Star Communications Inc., 
has completed FCC -ordered divestiture of broadcast holdings with 
agreement to sell WLVA(AM) Lynchburg, Va., to Shenandoah 
Broadcasting Inc. for "in excess of $600,000" FCC had ordered Mr. 

Allbritton to sell either wiva or wrvA.TV Lynchburg when it granted his 
acquisition of WSCI in 1975. Earlier divestiture was of wMAL.AM -FM -TV 

Washington. Shenandoah is headed by Brice A. Miller, who also owns 
WKDWIAM)WSGMiFMI Staunton, Va. Brokers: Milton Q. Ford & Associ- 
ates, H.R. Gardner & Associates. 

Citing three recent court decisions against FCC - family viewing, 
obscenity and pay cable - Representative Henry Waxman (D- 
Calif.), member of House Communications Subcommittee, is urging 
President Carter to appoint people to commission who "will be sen- 
sitive to the deficiencies in judgment pointed out by these sepa- 
rate courts" Mr. Waxman, in letter to President today (April 18), says 
commission's record reflects both too much government Inter- 
ference and too little independence from business. 

Total of 96% of U.S. TV homes can receive four or more sta- 
tions, 65% can receive seven or more and 27% can receive 10 or 
more, according to A.C. Nielsen Cos new Nielsen Television 1977 
booklet. Figures, as of last November, represented gains from 94 %, 

61% and 20% respectively in 1972. Among other items: 77% of 
homes had color and watched TV 49 hours 41 minutes per week, or 
almost 8.5 hours more than homes with only black- and -white; 
among major income groups, only those under S10,000 per house- 
hold watched less than national average of 47 hours 43 minutes 
per week. 

David Brinkley, co- anchor with John Chancellor of NBC -TV's 
Nightly News. will move from New York back to Washington in June. 
He will remain as co-anchor. Mr. Chancellor's contract is now being 
renegotiated; he is said to be asking for about $500,000 annually to 
put him more in line with other network counterparts. 

Bob Newhart has reconsidered his decision to quit CBS -TV's 
weekly comedy series The Bob Newhart Show and will return for fifth 
year. He admitted last week (as guest host on NBC's The Tonight 
Show) that likelihood of S6 million lawsuit helped to bring him 
around. 

Attorney Roy M. Cohn and hotel executive G. David Schine have 
sued NBC and Universal Studios for S40 million, claiming they were 
portrayed in TV film about Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Mil Gunner 
Joe. in manner that was "false, deceptive and maliciously libelous:' 

Macy's may not tell Gimbels, but ABC watches NBC. David Hart- 
man, host of ABC -TV's Good Morning America. sat with Lillian Carter, 
the President's mother, in White House last Thursday (April 14) as 

she watched A Day with President Carter on NBC -TV. Taped seg- 
ment of her response was broadcast on GMA Friday morning. 
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