
with a full half -hour at 8 p.m., pre- 
empting the network's Dirty Sally. Later 
in the evening the station broke into 
regular programing to report that an 8% 
fuel allotment increase had been ap- 
proved, and continued its coverage the 
next day as negotiations were completed. 

KELO -TV Sioux Falls' reach extends 
to Lebanon for documentary 
It isn't only large- market stations that 
are sending film crews to far -away places 
in search of exclusive feature material. 
A Sioux Falls, S.D., station, KELO -TV, 
sent photographer Howard Phillips to 
Lebanon for a week to film its people, 
culture and historical sites. The result - 
a half -hour special that struck down 
stereotyped images of sand and camels, 
showing instead a land of beauty, an 
unusual way of life, and fascinating an- 
cient ruins. 

WFSB -TV puts its news people 
out in its coverage area 
WFSB -TV's news beat isn't confined to the 
limits of Hartford, Conn. Coincidental 
with an expansion of its early evening 
news to 60 minutes, the station estab- 
lished bureaus covering all of southern 
New England to give its news a regional 
flavor. The new bureaus include a capital 
bureau in Hartford, as well as urban and 
suburban Hartford bureaus, and bureaus 
in New Haven, Conn., western Connec- 
ticut and Springfield, Mass. 

The 
inside 
story 

The educational 
director of the most 

successful children's 
television show tells 

how Sesame Street 
was put together, and 
provides an inspiring 
Ofguide to the creative 

of use of television / ® \or children. 

SESAME STREET 

$10, now at your bookstore 

RANDOM HOUSE 

Public affairs become 
more and more public 
Community news /public -affairs program- 
ing has moved beyond the "talking head" 
panels to lively, watchable' viewing that 
isn't relegated to Sunday mornings while 
the audience is still asleep. For a num- 
ber of stations, that's meant noteworthy 
prime -time series on heretofore "in- 
visible" community groups or problems. 
For others, the technique for truly com- 
munity- oriented programing has been to 
let the viewer have a say; an increasing 
share of stations offer call -in formats 
for direct access to people in the news. 

Coal is king in Appalachia 
and at WHIS -TV Bluefield, W. Va. 

WHIs -Tv Bluefield, W. Va., covers an 
area entirely in Appalachia, where coal 
mining is the primary industry and re- 
lated news is of vital interest. 

A monthly half -hour news /public- 
affairs program, Info '74, has dealt with 
the changing role of coal in view of the 
energy crisis and elçplored shortages of 
electricity and natural and propane gas. 
The viewpoints of coal operators, union 
leaders and miners have been presented. 
Special reports in the 6 p.m. Nightly 
News program have included informa- 
tion about black lung clinics and United 
Mine Workers activities, the effect of the 
energy shortage on farmers and objec- 
tions of gas dealers to the governor's 
rationing procedures. 

Duhamel stations pay attention 
to Indian elections with eye 
on avoiding another Wounded Knee 

While the 1973 Wounded Knee confron- 
tation may have been over, its implica- 
tions for 1974 were still unsettled when 
KOTA -TV Rapid City, S.D., set foot on 
the Pine Ridge Indian reservation Feb. 
7, 1974, to cover the run -off election for 
president of the Oglala Sioux. At stake 
was more than the election outcome. In- 
cumbent Richard Wilson faced Ameri- 
can Indian Movement leader Russell 
Means, regarded as more militant and at 
that time facing felony charges for his 
alleged involvement in Wounded Knee. 

A news crew included personnel from 
both Duhamel Broadcasting stations, 
KOTA -TV and KDVH -TV Hay Springs, Neb., 
dispatched to the reservation with the 
intent of covering the aims of the men 
involved as well as the mood of the 
reservation. Duhamel news director 
Lamar Crosby did lengthy interviews 
with the two candidates before the re- 
turns were in; the interviews were com- 
bined for airing in a half -hour special 
one week later. And, as the polls closed, 
reporters monitored the vote tabulations 
coming in simultaneously from the Pine 
Ridge precinct 'and from smaller, out- 
lying precincts. Mr. Wilson declared vic- 
tory at 11 p.m., with a lead of only some 
280 votes out of the 3,500 cast. 

The stations recorded a victory state- 
ment from Mr. Wilson and a pledge from 
Mr. Means that there would be no 
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Wounded Knee '74. Both statements were 
aired the following morning. 

WJCT brings the governed and 
the governors together via 
its cameras and its telephones 

Non -commercial WJCT (TV ) Jacksonville, 
Fla., features nightly prime -time public - 
involvement programing. 

The backbone of that programing is 
Feedback, an hour -long two -way televi- 
sion concept that puts city officials only 
a phone call away. The program opens 
with interview segments after which tele- 
phone lines are opened to callers whose 
questions are taken live without tape de- 
lay. Viewers have posed questions to 
school officials about busing programs, to 
city officials about the environmental im- 
pact of a nuclear- reactor manufacturer 
locating in town, to a psychiatrist about 
the mental health problems of children. 

And Feedback is more than a phone- 
in Q -and -A session with local authori- 
ties. One night weekly, the focus turns 
from the guest and selected topic to the 
viewer himself as the "Gripe Night" seg- 
ment allows viewers to get anything and 
everything off their chests. 

W.rcT also provides coverage to the 
nine -station Florida State Network of 
proceedings of the state legislature. The 
series, Today in the Legislature, is fund- 
ed directly by the legislature, and fea- 
tures the major debates in each house 
as well as committee activities. The color 
coverage allowed viewers to "sit in" on 
debate about the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, state highway funding, 18- year -old 
majority rights and consumer protection 
-contained in 44 nightly programs plus 
12 special reports. The result: 62 hours 
of prime -time coverage of the govern- 
ment in action. 

Traffic safety gets specialized 
treatment by WLWT Cincinnati 
WLwT(TV) Cincinnati has combined 
news reporting with community service 
programing in a continuing project it 
calls the Drive Alive campaign. In a 
special segment in its regular news tele- 
casts, the station reports highway acci- 
dent and highway safety stories in a way 
that balances the tragic with positive 
informational reporting. 

In addition to those segments, the sta- 

In action. While the national broad- 
cast media pressed Congress to 
open impeachment hearings, debates 
and other actions to live coverage, 
many state legislatures already have. 
Here, WJCT(TV) Jacksonville, Fla., 
monitors the Florida legislature. 


