
imposed by any reasonable calculation," 
the petition said. With cable systems 
paying annual fees of 30 cents per 
subscriber, NCTA and CCTA said that 
the industry will pay more than $1.2 
million "without equivalent beneficial 
services or regulation." They said CATV 
systems would produce about 4.6% of 
the revenues the commission expects to 
collect; the administration is seeking 
some $30 million for the FCC in fiscal 
1972. 

NCTA already has one court suit on 
file in connection with the new fee 
schedule. It sued in the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals six months ago to 
obtain access to commission data under- 
lying the fee schedule. 

Clay Broadcasting's suit argues that 
the commission did not give sufficient 
notice, as required by law and com- 
mission rules, as to the applicability of 
the grant fee. The commission, in adopt- 
ing the schedule on July 1, said that it 
would become effective on Aug. 1 but 
that the grant fee would apply to all 
transfer applications not then on file at 
the FCC. 

The application for the transfer of 
KFDx -TV was filed on July 27. And the 
rules -while providing for allocation of 
the fee between the parties- assign 
ultimate responsibility for the fee on 
transfers and assignments to the buyer. 

Too many commercials 
spoil the application 
If Mid Atlantic Network Inc. expects 
clear sailing in obtaining license re- 
newals for its four stations, it had better 
reconsider its proposal to carry up to 22 
minutes of commercial messages per 
hour. That was the word last week from 
the FCC, which told Mid Atlantic to 
submit amended proposals within 20 
days. 

The stations involved - wstc(AM ) 
Mount Jackson, WINC(AM)- WRFL(FM) 
Winchester, all Virginia, and WHYL(AM) 
Carlisle, Pa.- proposed in their license 
renewal applications to normally carry 
20 minutes of commercial matter per 
hour, and 22 minutes of commercial 
matter per hour under certain special 
conditions, including make -goods, dur- 
ing weekend sales promotions and in 

the Christmas holiday season. 
The FCC, through a letter from 

Broadcast Bureau Chief Francis R. 
Welsh, told Mid Atlantic Network that 
the proposed plans are not acceptable 
because "the commission is not con- 
vinced that your proposed commercial 
policies have been developed in terms 
of service to the communities your sta- 
tion serves." 

The commission prohibits radio sta- 
tions from carrying more than 18 min- 
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utes of commercial messages per hour 
in more than 10% of their weekly 
broadcast time. It settled on that policy 
early last year, when it warned a num- 
ber of other radio broadcasters that if 
they proposed over 18 minutes of com- 
mercial messages per hour in more than 
I0 %n of their broadcast time on a 
weekly basis they should revise that 
policy or provide additional justification 
for it. Without one or the other, the 
commission has ruled, a hearing on 
the license renewal may be necessary 
(BROADCASTING, Feb. 16, 1970). At 
that time, the commission said the cases 
would serve as models to be followed by 
the staff in examining the commercial 
practices and policies of AM and FM 
renewal applicants. 

FCC says it won't 
pressure for payments 
Citizen groups seeking additional clout 
in persuading broadcast renewal appli- 
cants to make various economic con- 
cessions will not find it at the FCC. 

The commission made this clear in 
its letter to the Black Identity Education 
Association in Omaha that was seeking 
to deny the renewal applications of 13 
radio and television stations in that city. 

The commission rejected the petitions 
on other grounds (BROADCASTING, April 
19). But in a passage of its letter corn- 
mission officials regard as significant, it 
said, referring to matters raised in the 
petitions: 

"The commission ... could not legal- 
ly require broadcast licensees to chan- 
nel money into the black community or 
business firms, provide scholarships for 
minority -group youngsters, or employ 
minority -group members on their board 
of directors. 

"Such matters are obviously extrane- 
ous to the commission's regulatory 
functions and, thus, we could not law- 
fully impose such requirements on 
broadcast licensees. The commission 
would not, of course, have any objec- 
tion if broadcast licensees desired to 
undertake any of these steps." 

ChanginpHands 

Announced: 
The following sale of a broadcast sta- 
tion was reported last week subject to 
FCC approval: 

WSNL -TV Patchogue, N.Y.: Permit 
sold by William and Hannah Granik to 
David H. Polinger, Robert A. Rosen 
and others for $45,000. The sellers, 
principals of Granik Broadcasting Co., 
which has yet to put this channel 67 fa- 
cility on the air, told the FCC that with- 
out the "leadership, expertise and guid- 
ance" of Theodore Granik, who died last 
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