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Argument set on land- mobile issue 
FCC sets Jan. 22 -23 dates; AMST continues fight 
against proposals to take over UHF channels 

Despite mounting pressure from Capi- 
tol Hill to resolve the controversy over 
land -mobile radio users' demand for 
spectrum space, the FCC last week an- 
nounced it will take another procedural 
step before reaching a decision. It will 
hold two days of oral argument next 
month -on Jan. 22 -23-on its pro- 
posals to open the UHF portion of the 
spectrum to land- mobile radio users. 

The commission made the surprise 
announcement on Friday (Dec. 19). 
Earlier in the week, the Association of 
Maximum Service Telecasters had made 
several moves to head off what it 
feared was a commission drive to con- 
clude the proceedings within the next 
few weeks. 

The association was concerned that the 
commission would act before it receives 
and analyzes comments it invited last 
month on studies of the Stanford Re- 
search Institute on land- mobile radio 
spectrum problems. SRI completed its 
$500,000 contract with the commission 
in August (BROADCASTING, Aug. 25.). 

The deadline for comments is Jan. 
15. And AMST, the leading foe of 
proposals for turning UHF spectrum 
over to land mobile, is preparing a 
massive filing designed to demonstrate 
that SRI data supports its position that 
land- mobile radio does not need addi- 
tional spectrum space but rather, better 
management of the space currently as- 
signed to it. AMST says this is true 
even in the nation's most heavily con- 
gested areas. 

AMST expressed its concern about 
early commission action in letters from 
its executive director, Lester W. Lin - 
dow, to FCC Chairman Dean Burch 
and Senator John O. Pastore (D -R. I.), 
chairman of the Independent Offices 
Subcommittee of the Appropriations 
Committee as well as of the Communi- 
cations Subcommittee. 

The AMST letter to Chairman Burch 
was said to have "triggered" the com- 
mission's decision to hold oral argu- 
ment. However, officials said the corn - 
mission had not intended to decide the 
rulemakings before Jan. 15 in any case. 
And an oral argument was not all 
AMST had requested; besides an op- 
portunity to have its views read, the 
association asked for a meeting in which 

it and other broadcast representatives 
could make the case orally. It said 
land -mobile groups had had such an 
opportunity last year. 

A commission official said the com- 
mission felt an oral argument, in which 
spokesmen for both sides in the con- 
troversy would have an opportunity to 
state their respective cases and would 
be subjected to questioning from the 
commissioners, would be particularly 
helpful to the new commission members 
-Chairman Dean Burch and Commis- 
sioner Robert Wells. They have been 
on the commission for two months; 
the issue has been before the agency 
for years. 

A commission source, furthermore, 
did not regard the oral argument as 
likely to extend the life of the land - 
mobile proceeding unduly. "The com- 
mission can be expected to act shortly 
after the oral argument," he said. 

This seems a certainty in view of the 
pressure from Congress. 

The Senate appropriations subcom- 
mittee headed by Senator Pastore last 

NAB engineering award 
goes to Philip Whitney 
Philip Whitney, general manager of 
WINC(AM) Winchester, Va., developer 
of many radio remote -control systems, 
was named last week by the National 
Association of Broadcasters to receive 
its annual Engineering Award. 

The award will be presented during 
the 48th annual NAB convention in 
Chicago at an engineering luncheon 
Tuesday, April 7. 

Mr. Whitney is credited with develop- 
ing the microwave remote control sys- 
tem upon which most systems are 
based today; development of WRFL- 
(FM) Winchester, one of the first auto- 
mated systems which permitted the sta- 
tion to operate automatically by remote 
control. 

Mr. Whitney is a member of NAB's 
engineering conference committee which 
plans the program for the annual con- 
ference held as part of the NAB's con- 
vention in Chicago. 

summer urged the commission to com- 
plete work on the land -mobile radio 
matter within six months -or by the 
middle of this month. And Chairman 
Burch told a news conference three 
weeks ago that the commission would 
attempt to meet that deadline (BROAD- 
CASTING, Dec. 8). 

In addition, the commission will be 
appearing before a House appropria- 
tions subcommittee on the commission's 
proposed fiscal 1971 budget early in 
the new year. And the commission for 
the past several years has been roundly 
criticized by that panel for failing to 
act on the land- mobile radio users' re- 
quest for spectrum space. The commis- 
sion presumably would like to be able 
to report progress in its next appear- 
ance. 

Congressional pressure was one fac- 
tor AMST felt would cause the corn - 
mission to act before Jan. 15. Another 
was what AMST says are commission 
staff representations that the SRI re- 
ports "have no bearing on the question 
of whether land- mobile radio needs 
additional spectrum space," but on the 
"separate" question of more efficient 
allocation and management of present 
land -mobile channels. 

AMST maintains in its letters that 
there is a close connection between 
the television -channel- sharing proceed- 
ings and the SRI reports. "The FCC 
should take no action which would 
preclude MST and other interested 
parties from demonstrating in their 
Jan. 15, 1970 comments, and otherwise, 
that the data compiled by SRI show 
that there is no need for land -mobile 
use of television broadcast channels," 
Mr. Lindow wrote to Senator Pastore. 

The commission is considering two 
proposals for affording spectrum relief 
to land mobile radio. One would per- 
mit land -mobile radio users to share the 
seven lowest UHF channels (14 -20) 
in the top 25 urbanized markets; the 
other provides for reallocation of the 
upper 14 UHF channels (70 -83) to 
private and common -carrier land - 
mobile uses. 

Mr. Lindow provided some evidence 
of what AMST regards as support for 
its position that the SRI reports are 
relevant to the rulemaking proceedings 
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